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Art. I. Grammatical Remarks on the pra@ical and current Diale® 
of the Fargon of Hindoftan, &c. &c. Calculated for the common 
Praétice in Bengal. ‘Che Third Edition, corrected and enlarged, 
with familiar Phrafes and Dialogues, &c. By George Hadley, 
Efq; formerly on the Military Eftablifhment of Bengal. 8vo. 4. 
Cadell, &c. 


VERY effort which tends, in any degree, to enlarge the 
limits of human knowledge, by opening new fources of 

intellectual improvement, or to promote the interefts of com- 

merce, by facilitating the intercourfe betwixt the different inha- ; 

bitants of a great and extended empire, has, fo far, a claim to 

public attention and fupport. 

To the former, however, of thefe important ends, the work 

before us can certainly plead no pretenfions. The dialect of 

which it profefles to explain the genius, and to prefcribe the 

rules, is confefledly nothing more than a confufed and difcord- 

ant jargon, formed by the mixture of a variety of other Jan- 

guages, and fpoken only by the loweft ranks of an illiterate and 

uncultivated people. It is to the latter of thefe objects, then, 

that Mr. Hadley has laboured to contribute his mite, by the 

publication of his Grammatical Remarks on the current Jan- 

guage of Hindoftan. In the Preface to the Remarks, he in- 

forms us, that the language of which he treats * is a jargon of 

Tartar, Arabic, Perfian, Bengal’s Nagree, and Portuguefe.’ 

And for this ftrange medley of diale&ts he endeavours to account, 

by faying, that it is * natural to fuppofe that the defcendants of 

Tamerlane impofed fome of their language on the.conquered. 

countries ; that the Arabic is the parent of the Perfic; and that 

the Perfian court and language affect the eaftern nations, as 

France and its language influence the weftern; that the Bengal | 

is the mother tongue of this people; that the Nagrees is a dif ‘ 

tinct and more ancient dialeé&t of the Bengal ; and that the Por- 

tuguefe, in the courfe of their conquefts, of neceffity introduced 

se own words for feveral things which did not exift in the 

ndies.’ 


Vor. LXXTI, ' G Among 








G-; 
i 
| 
HY 








82 Hadley’s Grammatical Remarks on the Dialect of Hindofiam 


Among many other objections which, it feems, have been 
ftarted by eaftern /iterati againft Mr. Hadley’s fcheme, it has 
been urged, that the current Hindoflanic was too irregular to 
admit of agrammar; that the Perfian was fo connecied with it, 
tbat it was impoffible to attain one without the other ;—and 
that Perfian fhould have been the firft objeé of attention. Now 
all this he peremptorily denies, and aflerts, conhdently, that it 
does ¢ admit of a grammar; that it has nothing to do with Per- 
fian ; and that it is much better to begin with the Hindoftanic, 
if any one would attain both.” To enter into a minute difcul- 
fion of thefe queftions would afford little entertainment or in- 
firuétion to the generality of our Readers. But bow far Mr. 
Hadley is capable of deciding on fuch points, may eafily be de- 
termined from the glaring proofs which he has given of the 
groflett ignorance of the learned Janguages of the Eaft. 1 

. That no great fimilarity can be traced between the conjuga- 
tion and declenfion of the Perfian and Hindoftanic verb, we 
rezdily agree with our Author; but at the fame time we contend, 
that the great body of words contained in the dialect of Hin- 
doftan is principally compofed of corrupted Perfian or Arabic. 
Left, however, we fhould be fufpected of hazarding groundle({s 
and unauthorifed affertions, we beg leave to produce a fpecimcn 
trom page 8 of the Preface to the Vocabulary ; where the fol- 
Jowing very Angular circumftance occurs, which feems to have 
totally efcaped the penetration of Mr. Hadley, viz. that not 
only the obfervation which he has made is taken from the Pcr- 
fian grammar *, but that even every example by which he has 
illuftrated it, is eituer Perfic, or derived from the parent lan- 
guape, the Arabic. Oppofite to the words produced by Mr. 
Hadley as Hindoftanic, we have placed the original Perfian and 
Arabic words, in their proper character, 

‘ The termination ee feems particularly applicable to quali- 
ties, arts, and fciences,’ as, 


Doaft, a friend, - Me 140 











Perfian, 

Doaftee, friendhhi AN @\ 

fers ne rae 
Dufhmun, an enemy, Co 
: . . .@ Perfian. 
Dujhmunee, enmity, (OASWO 
Shireer, wicked, - of ie 

“4Y/ ‘Arabic, from the root 
Shireeree, wickednefs, CSy ite ‘ Pw 
| >} ) 





* See Sir W. Jones’s Perfian Grammar, p. 83, 84, firit edition. 
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Hauknee, 
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Haukim, a judge, - - - é\.. 1 
‘Canbied 


Arabic 
Haukmee, the adminiftration of juftice, (one | > 


from the 
> fame roor, 


Huckeem, a phyfician, - . ro | 
Huckeemec, the pratice of phyfic, - (QM "val j ( 
Nuckujh, a picture - yu Rj 

ae ° ; _.. p Arabic, root. 85 
Muck/oee, the art of painting, ( Qn8u a 


Ssudagur,. anerchant, je S gay 





Perfian. 
Soudagree, merchandife, ¢ C <——~) 
. : > CS On 
urrum, hot, - c. 
J Perfian, 
Gurmee, heat, - - (Qe —— 
e SF 
Surd, cold, - - O wr 
py Perfian. 
Surdee, coldnefs, - CSO w 
yo 


Indeed, to every Reader who is but moderately verfed in 
Eaftern literature, a very confiderable proportion of the words 
contained in the whole vocabulary, muft, even under their dif- 
guifed and corrupted ftate, evidently betray an Arabic or Per- 
fian original; yet, of numbers which occur in every page, 
fcearcely twenty throughout the whole work are noted by our 
Author as derived from thofe languages. Of thirty words, in 
particular, which follow each other in regular fucceflion in 
p. 7 and 8 of the Vocabulary, no lefs than nineteen are either 
Perfian or Arabic. Yet in this {pace one only is pointed out as 
Perfian, by Mr. Hadley ; and, what is ftill more unfortunate, 
the word which he has chofen to honour with this extraordinary 
mark of diftin@ion, really does not exift in the Perfian lan- 

uage. 

. “a independently of thefe omiffions, and thefe errors, the 
remarks themfelves are liable to objection: many of thofe which 
relate to grammar in general, are extremely fhallow and trifling; 
and all of them are fo thrown together as to prefent an appear- 
ance little lefs confufed and irregular, than the language to 
which they relate. Let not then the Reader expect, while toil~ 
ing through thefe dry rules of a barren and barbarous dialed, to 
relieve his labours by the contemplation of that philofophical 
profoundnefs of remark, that elegance of ftyle, or that regu- 
larity of arrangement, which diftinguifh the grammatical compo- 
fitions of Sir W. Jones, or Mr. Halhed. 
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Upon the whole, then, how far a knowledge of the jargon of 
Hindoftan may be neceflary to the fervants of the Kalt India 
Company, or how far the remarks of Mr, Hadley may contri- 
bute to the acquifition of fuch knowledge, till better affiftance 
can be procured, are points which we leave to be determined 
by thofe who are more converfant in the commerce and con- 
cerns of India. But with refpeét to what falls more immedi- 
ately within our province, we venture to pronounce, that the 
work before us bears few, very few, impreffions of the man of 
genius, or the fcholar. This is plain language, and we are 
forry to ufe it; but truth muft not be facrificed to politenefs, 


nor learning to civility. | Wh.-e 


Art. II. Coxe’s Travels, Vol. 11. Concluded. 


R. Coxe opens this volume with a long detail of the re- 

volution of 1762, by which the prefent Emprefs of 

Ruffia was placed on the throne; but his account of this great 

event is much too long for us to tranfcrive. The Jate Emperor 

feems to have ruined himfelf ‘by his timidity and irrefolution ;— 
and it may have been for Ruffia that he did fo, 

Our Author ente& minutely into the hiftory of the impoftor 
Pugatchef, who pretended to be Peter III. and concludes his 
narrative thus: © Nothing can place the humanity of the Em- 
-prefs in a ftronger light, than that, at the conclufion of a re- 
beilion which almoft fhook her throne, the impoftor Pugatchef 
was not put to the torture; and that only he and five of his 
principal confederates fuffered death.? Mr, Coxe adds, that 
when he vifited the prifons at Mefcow, he faw feveral inftru- 
ments which had becn conftructed on purpofe to torture this 
rebel, but which, by the Emprefs’s pofitive order, were never 
wled. 

The hard fate of poor Prince Ivan, who was depofed, in his 
infancy, by Elizabeth, daughter of Peter the Great, is told with 
much feeling; and the narrative of it is enriched with many 
anecdotes not commonly known; but for thcie we mutt refer to 
the book. 

Mr. Coxe has a chapter on the penal jaws of Ruffia. It has 





been fuppofed, that by an edict of the late Emprefs Elizabeth, 


capital punifhments, except in cafes of treafon, were fuppreffed 
in that great empire ; and that Voltaire and Blackftone have re- 
prefented that Princefs as a model for humane legiflators, “The 
obfervations here mede on that edict are as follows: 

‘ However incontrovertible it may be that the infli€tion of death 


for offences which fhould not be etteemed capital is much too fre- 


quent in many countries, we may venture to affirm, that Elizabeth’s 
modification of the criminal laws is perhaps no lefs exceptionabte, in 
point of policy and expedience, than illufive in regard to its fuppofed 


lenity. 
‘ With 
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« With refpe& to the firft pofition, its contradiction to found po- 
licy ; fhould we even erroneoufly fuppofe, with fome authors, that 
the edict has been literally obeyed, and that, during the {pace of 
forty years, not one criminal has fuffered death throughout the vaft 
empire of Ruflia, furely this lenity to the moft atrocious crimes can- 
not but be confidered as extremely injurious to the fociety. For, asa 
denunciation of death is probably, to the generality of mankind, the 
mott tormidazble prevention of crimes, the removal confequently of 
this falutary terror, withdraws a material fafe-cuard from the lives 
and property of worthy citrzens, and diminifhes that fecurity which 
thefe valuable members of fociety have aright to claim from the 

rotection of the Jaws, I advance, however, this firft obje&tion to 
this celebrated and much-extolled edict, with that hefitation which 
the intereits of humanity, and the intricate nature of the fubjeét, re- 

uire. 
‘ But with regard to the fecond objection, that its lenity is illu- 
five, that pofition will not reft merely upon theoretical reafoning, 
but be incontrovertibly eftablifhed by pofitive fact. A difpaffionate 
perfon will probably feel no extraordinary veneration for this boafted 
abolition of capital punifhment, when he reflects, that though the 
criminal laws of Ruffia do not “iteral/ly fentence malefaStors to death, 
they {till confign many to that doom through the medium of punith- 
ments, in fome circumftances, almoft afluredly, if not proteffedly 
fatal, which mock with the hopes of life, but in reality protra@ the 
horrors of death, and embitter with delay an event which reafon 
wifhes to be inftantaneous. For when we confider that many felons 
expire under the infliction, or from the confequences of the knoot ; 
that feveral are exhauited by the fatigue of the long jonrney to Ner- 
fhinfk *, the remoteft region of Siberia; and that the forlorn rem- 
nant perifh, in general prematurely, from the unwholefomenefs of 
the mines, it will be difficult to view the doom of thefe unhappy 
outcafts in any other light than that of a lingering execution. 

‘ In effe&, fince the promulgation of the ediét in queition, a year 
has never paffed in which many atrocious criminals, though legally 
condemned to other penalties, have not been capitally punished. 
And indeed, upon a genera! calculation, it will perhaps be found, 
that notwithftanding the apparent mildnefs of the penal code, not 
fewer malefactors fuffer death in Ruffia, than in thofe countries 
wherein that mode of punifhment is appointed by the laws. It will 
therefore be evident to the reader, that capital penalties are virtually 
and neceffarily retained, although the chief utility refulting from the 
terror of certain’ deftruction is confiderably diminifhed.’ 

Such high eulogiums have been beftowed on Peter the Great, 
as a leyiflator, and a benefactor to his country, that we were 
furprifed at the following paragraph : 

* Much has been written concerning the great civilization which 
Peter I introduced into this country ; that he obliged the people to 
relinguifh their beards and their national drefs; that he naturalized 
the arts and fciences; that he difciplined his army, and created a 





7~ 


* 4776 miles from Peterfburgh, 
Gr 3 navy’; 





a 


ee 








86 Coxe’s Travels into Ruffia, &e. 


navy ; and that he made a total change thronghout each part of his 
extenfive empire. We may readily allow the truth of this eulogium 
with refpeét to his improvements in the difcipline of his army and 
the creation of a navy, for thefe were objeéts within the reach of the 
perfevering genius of a defpotic fovereign; but the pompous ac- 
counts of the total change which he effected in the national man- 
ners, feem to have been the mere echoes of foreigners, who have 
never vifited the country, and who have colleéted the hiftory of Peter 
from the moft partial information. For though a nation, when 
compared with itfelf at a former period, may have made a rapid pro- 
gre{s toward improvement, even when the degree of that improve- 
ment, if put in competition with the refinements of other nations, 
feems fearcely to exift; yet, as the exaggerated accounts which I had 
heard and read of the great civilization aiffufed throughout the whole 
empire, made me expe¢ta mere polifhed fate of manners than I 
found, I muft own I was aftonifhed at the barbarifm in which the 
bulk of the people ftill continue. Iam ready to allow that the 
principal nobles are perfeétly civilized, and as refined in their enter- 
tainments, mode of living, and focial intereourfe, as thofe of other 
European countries. But there is a wide difference between polifh- 
ing a nation, and polifhing a few individuals. The merchants and 
peafants ftill univerfally retain their beards, their national drefs, 
their original manners; and, what is moft remarkable, the greatett 
part of the merchants and burghers of the large towns, even the 
citizens of Peterfburgh and Mofcow, refemble, in their external] ap- 
pearance and general mode of living, the inhabitants of the fmallett 
village: and, notwithftanding the rigorous ediéts iffued by Peter I. 
Ican venture to aflert, that of the 11,500,cco males, which form 
the population of the Ruffian empire, at leaft nine millions wear 
their beards ; being fcarcely lefs attached at prefent to that cuftom 
than their anceftors in former times, when the fine for cutting of a 
finger-was rated at 15. 3d. ; that for cutting off the beard, or whifk- 
ess, at 45. 10d. | 

‘ The greateft part of the peafants, who form the bulk of the na- 
tion, are itiil almoit as deficient in the arts as they were before 
Peter’s time, although the fciences have flourifhed in the capital. 
But the civilization of a numerous and widely difperfed people can- 
uot be the work of a moment, and can only be effected by a gradual 
and almoft infenfible progrefs.’ 

Mr. Coxe has a Jong chapter upon the ftate of fcience in 
Rufha, and another upon their Jearning and literature; in the 
latier he fays, * In order to fpread a tafte of literature among 
her fubjects, the Emprefs appointed, in 1768, a Committee to 
order and fuperintend tranflations of the claffics, end the beft 
modern authors, into the Ruffian tongue; and allowed scood. 
per annum towards defraying the expence of fuch undertakings.” 
for the honcur of England, we {cee amongft the lift of books 
tranflated, but, one would imagine, fortuitoufly felected, Dimf- 
dale on Inoculation, Gulliver’s Travels, Jofeph Andrews, Ame- 
lia, Jonathan Wild the Great, Englith Grammar, Locke on 
Education; Blackfone’s Commentaries, Pope’s Eflay on Man, 
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our Autho:’s Account of the Ruffian Difcoveries, and Young’s 
Six Weeks Tour; the laft tranflated by particular order of the 
Empre(s, for the purpofe of diffufing the knowledge of practical 
agriculture. 

© With refpect to claffical literature,’ Mr. Coxe tells us, that § the 

Greek language is yet taught in very few of the fchools, is {carcely 
known to the laity, and is a rare qualification even among the regu- 
lar clergy. Latin is more common, being underftood by many of 
the regular clergy, and not unfrequently cultivated by per fons of 
improved education. Many of the claflics have been tranflated by 
natives into the Kuilian tongue; feveral editions of the molt ap- 
proved Greek and Roman authors kave beea publithed at Mofcow 
and Peterfourgh, but the editors have been chiefly foreigners, en- 
couraged to this attempt by the patronage of thofe among the 
Rofian nob; lity who are not deficient in ancient literature, and ex- 
cited by the opening genius of the nation. Among the natives, 
however, who have rendered themfelves illuftrious in this branch of 
knowledge, I muit not omit the name of Piato, Archbithop of Mof- 
cow, who is highly eminent for claffical learning ; and, amonz the 
naturalized foreigners, that of Eugenius A: reer of Slavenfk and 
Kherfon, who, in he true fpirit of the original, has tranflated into 
Greek hexameters, the Eclogues and Georgics of V irgil, a work 
printed in folio, at the expence of Prince Px otemkin, an d exhibiting 
a magnificent fpecimen of typography. ‘This fame ingenious author 
is employed i in tranflating into the fame language the fEneid, in 
which he bas made confiderable progrefs.’ 

- Mr. Coxe enters very largely into the ftate of population, the 
commerce, and the revenucs of this great empire. On thefe 
articles we cannot pretend to follow him; they, however, ap- 
pear tous to be very full, and very fat: sfe ictory in the detail, 
He has a chapter on the ftate of the ar rmy a: 1d | navy of Ruffia. 
Speaking of the latter, he (ays, * Though Ruffia, fince the be- 
ginning of this century, has made furprifing exertions in the marine, 
and rzpidly become more powerful at fea than her neighbouring 
kingdoms in the North; yet, in naval affairs, the muit be confidered 
as ftill in her infancy, being in a great degree indebted to the Eng- 
lifh, as well for she conftruétion of her fhips, as for manceuvring 
and difciplining her feet. Many circumftances indeed concur in re- 
tarding the progrefs of her maritime ftrength: 4. The want of ports 
in the. ocean; 2. The {mall extent of her fea coait, and that ob- 
ftrufted by ice; 3. A deficiency of experienced feamen.” 

Speaking of inland navigation, Mr. Coxe fays, there is 
no kingdom perhaps on the globe, where it is carried throuzh 
fuch an extent of country as in Ruffia; for, adds he, 
it is poflible to convey goods by water 4472 miles, from the 
frontiers of China to Peterfburgh, with an interruption only of 
about 69 miles; and from Aftracan to the fame capital, through 
a tract 1434 miles, without once landing them. 

Having finifhed his obfervations upon Ruffia, the Author 
gives an account of his j journey to Stockholm, through Finland. 
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* On the evening of the 3d of February 1779, we took our de- 
parture from Peter‘burgh, and, travelling al] night, arrived on the 
following day at Wiburgh. I took the following precautions to 
guard againft the cold. 1 had on a fuit of Bath-drugget, lined with 
flannel ; two pair of woriled ftockings ; flippers, over which I drew 
boots well fecured with flannel and fur: thefe boots I generally wore 
in the carriage, but pulled off when I entered a houfe. If the 
weather had proved uncommonly fevere, I was provided with a kind 
of fheep-fkin cafe, with the wool on the infide, for each of my legs, 
which reached to my wailt, and was large enough to enclofe my 
boots. I wrapped round my body a great coat of blue nankeen 
lined with lamb-fkin, and occafionally added a large pelif, or fur 
robe. I had a bear’s-fkin muff; and my head was enveloped in a 
black velvet cap, quilted with filk and cotton, which covered my 
cheeks, was tied under my chin, and might, if neceflary, be drawn 
over the face. Thus accoutred, 1 could venture to defy even the 
cold of Lapland, whither our courfe was direéted. . 

* Our train confifted of eight fledges, including thofe appropriated 
to the baggage, as, on account of the narrowneis of the roads, each 
perfon had a feparate carriage. There are various kinds of fledges 
ufed for travelling in this country: fome are entirely clofe ; others 
quite open; thofe which we employed were partly open, and partly 
covered. A fledge of this fort is fhaped like a cradle; its tilt, 
which rifes from the hinder extremity, and projeéts to about two 
feet, was open in front, but provided with curtains, which might 


-be drawn and tied together whenever the weather was fevere. ‘The 


outfide was fecured with matting and oil-fkin ; and the infide with 
coarfe cloth. Within was a matiafs, feather-bed, and coverlid, or 
quilt of coarfe cloth. In this travelling couch I fometimes lay ex- 
tenced at full length; fometimes fat crofs-legged like a Turk ; and 
at other times raifed myfelf on a feat formed by two cufhions. Each 
fledge was drawn by two horfes, which, on account of the narrow- 
nefs of the roads, were harnefled one before the other. The ufual 
rate of travelling is from fix to eight miles in the hour. The motion 
of the carriage over the beaten fnow was fo eafy as to be almott 
imperceptible; and I never performed any journey in a more com- 
modious manner.’ 

* Soon after our departure from Wiburgh,’ adds Mr. Coxe, ‘ the 
weather changed from very near a thaw to a fevere froft, the mer- 
cury in the thermometer finking to 22 below freezing point. This 
judden alteration in the itate of the atmofphere was no wife dif- 
agreeable: the warmth of our clothing enabled us to defy the mott 
intenfe fret; nor had I once occafion to ufe all the coverings with 
which I had the precaution to provide myfelf. The face was the 
only part which | found difficult to fecure againft the attacks of the 
cold, and more particularly at night, when J was inclined to fleep. 
In that ftate I generally covered my cheeks and forehead with the 
faps of my velvet cap, leaving only my nofe and mouth free for 
refpiration ; and over them I fometimes held my muff, or placed 
my handkerchief, which was attended with this inconvenience: as 
the breath inftantly congealed, the parts of the muff or handkerchief, 
in conta¢t with my mouth, became in a fhort time fo clotted with 

| icicles, 
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icicles, that I was obliged repeatedly to change their pofition, in 
order to prevent an accumulation of the frozen particles.’ 

After having traverfed the ifle of Aland, of which Mr. Coxe 
gives a defcription, he arrives at Stockholm. Of the fituation 
of this city, he fpeaks in terms of rapture: * During the courfe 
of my travels,’ fays he, ‘ I have feen no town with whofe fituation 
I was fo much ftruck as with that of Stockholm for its fingular and 
romantic fcenery. ‘This capital, which is very long and irregular, 
occupies, befide two peninfulas, feven {mall rocky tlands, fcattered 
in the Maler, in the ftreams which iffue from that lake, and in a 
bay of the Gulf of Bothnia. A variety of contrafted and enchanting 
views are formed by numberleis rocks of granite rifing boldly from 
the furface of the water, partly bare and craggy, partly dotted with 
houfes, or feathered with wood. ‘The harbour is an inlet of the 
Baltic: the water is clear as cryftal, and of fuch depth that fhips 
of the Jargeft burthen can approach the quay, which is of confi- 
derable breadth, and lined with fpacious buildings and warehoufes. 
At the extremity of the harbour feveral ftreets rife one above another 
in the form of an amphitheatre; and the palace, a magnificent 
building, crowns the fummit. Towards the fea, about two or three 
miles from the town, the harbour is contraéted into a narrow ftrait, 
and, winding among high rocks, difappears from the fight; and 
the profpect is terminated by diitant hills, overfpread with foreft. It 
is far beyond the power of words, or of the pencil, to delineate thefe 
fingular views.’ 

Mr. Coxe is introduced at Court, and has the honour of a 
converfation with the prefent King of Sweden: 

‘ His Majefty did me the honour to converfe with me for above 
half an hour upon various points of the Swedifh hiftory. He de- 
lighted me with many lively remarks and judicious reflections upon 
the different characters of the Kings of Sweden; and particularly 
expatiated with rapture upon the eminent qualities of Guftavus Vafa 
and Guftavus Adolphus, who feemed the favourite objects of his ad- 
miration. Among other topics, he mentioned the propofal made by 
Eric X1V. to efpoufe our Elizabeth, and the fplendid embafly of 
that monarch’s brother John to London, for the purpofe of demand- 
ing her in marriage ; adding, that this tranfaction had efcaped the 
notice of many of the Englith hiftorians, and that even Hume, who 
in general pays greater attention to foreign affairs, had touched on 
it only in a very curfory manner: he concluded by obferving, that 
Celfius, in his excellent Life of Eric XIV. had given a very curious 
and circumftantial account of John’s embafly, and of the whole cor- 
re{pondence between Eric and flizabeth.’ 

In the account Mr, Coxe gives of the arfenal of Sweden, he 
13 led, by the fight of the hat and clothes wore by Charles XII, 
when he was killed at Frederickfhall, to enquire into the parti- 
culars of his death; in the courfe of which, be endeavours to 
throw fome new light on the fubject, His difquifition is large 
and curious ; and the queftion, whether chat hot-headed monarch 
fell fairly by the enemy, or foully by treachery, is ftrongly agi- 
tated and fupported by authorities on both fides: our Author 
concludes, 
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concludes, on a fair balance of the evidence, that the King fell 
by a fhot from the fort which he was befieging. 

Speaking of the new form of government introduced into 
Sweden by the prefent King, the following tribute is paid to 
the merit of Mr. Sheridan’s account * of it: 

* It is needlefs,’ favs he, ‘ to enter into any detail of this extra- 
ordinary event, as Mr. Sheridan, who, at the period in queslon, 
was Secretary to the Britifh Envoy at Stockholm, has given to the 
world a moit ample and accurate detail of the whole tranfaction, 
Perfons of the moft oppofite parties in Sweden all unanimoufly con- 
cur in commending the fidelity of Mr. Sheridan’s hittory, and in 
preferring it to the numerous narratives of that important event ; 
and the King has frequently acknowledged its general authenticity, 
The ingenious author has developed, with the utmoft precifion and 
truth, the dreadful abules occafioned by the fyftem of government 
eftablifhed in 1720; and has traced, with a mafterly hand, the ju. 
dicious and {pirited conduct of his prefent Majefty. 

‘ But in this account of the new government, admirable as it is, 
he has unfortunately advanced a capital miftake, which, as it has 
fallen from a perion of fuch refpectable authority, and feems gene- 
rally prevalent in al! foreign countries, deferves a particular difcuf- 
fion. What I allude to is his aflertion, that the King of Sweden is 
** no lefs abfolute at Stockholm than the French monarch at Ver- 
faiiles, and the Grand Signor at Conflantinople ;” whereas his 
swedith Majefly, though now poflefled of very great prerogatives, is 
yet, in many important initances, a limited monarch, as will be afcer- 
tained by a review of the prefent conftitution. 

‘ The whole executive power is virtually vefted in the King: for 
though it is faid to be entruited to him conjointly with the ferate, 
yet as his Majefty appoints and removes all the members of that 
council, and in the adminiftration of affairs afks only their edvice, 
without being bound to follow it, he is abfolute mafter of the fe- 
nate. ‘The King has the command of the army and navy, and fills 
vp all commiflions ; he likewife nominates to all civil offices. He 
has the fole power of convening and diflolving @&the flates, and is 
not obliged to aflemble them at any ftated period; he has rendered 
the taxes perpetual, enjoys a fixed revenue, and has the entire dif- 
pofal of the public money. 

* Such are the prerogatives which his Swedifh Majefty has annexed 
to his crown; but however enormous they may appear, efpecially 
when compared with the flender degree of authority poffefled by the 
throne betore that period, yet they by no means, I apprehend, 
amount to defpotifm. The two great features, which effentially 
diftinguifh an arbitrary from a limited monarch, are the uncontrouled 
right of enacting and repealing Jaws, and the impofition of taxes 
without confent of the fubjec&t ; neither of which are exercifed by the 
King of Sweden.’ 

In bis arcount of the conflitution of Sweden, which, we 
truft, is well known to moft of our Readers, Mr. Coxe men- 








* For our account of Mr. Sheridan’s work, fee Review, Vol. LIX. 
p: 28. 
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tions this curious circumftance: ‘ It is very remarkable,’ fays he, 
‘that, in a conftitution fo free as that of Sweden, in which even the 
peafants, as land holders, are returned members to the diet, the conn- 
try gentlemen, be their landed property ever fo large, are not repre- 
fented in the ftates of the kingdom *, have neither any vote in the 
choice of reprefentatives, nor can be reprefentatives themfelves: a 
ftrange inconfiitency that thofe perfons, who are juflly efleemed the 
moft refpectable and incorrupt part of the body politic, fhould not 
enjoy the leait fhare in the legiflature, while many mechanics and 
farmers, who are both as unqualified to canvafs intricate politi- 
cal queflions, as they are incapable of refifting the influence of bri- 
bery, poffcfs that important privilege. Soon after the eftablifhment 
of the limited monarchy in 1720, by the ariflocratical party, which 
raifed Ulrica Eleonora to the throne, many country gentlemen figned 
an addrefs to the diet, reprefenting the impropriety of excluding fo 
important an order of men from the {tates of the realm. But as the 
articles of government were finally feitled, their application was 
not complied with: fo well founded and juit, however, were the 

rinciples of their remonitrance, that the King, at the recommenda- 
tion of the diet, advanced feveral of the petitioners into the order of 
nobles.’ , 

Mr. Coxe, in his account of the code of penal laws of Sweden, 
fays, that every criminal capitally convicted is indulged with 
the privilege of petitioning the King; they either complain of 
unjuft condemnation, and in that cafe demand a revifal of their 
fentence; or, if they aliow themfelves to be guilty, may im- 
plore pardon, or a mitigation of punifhment. So mild, fays 

e, are the penal laws, that feveral offences, which, in other 
countries are confidered as capital, are chaftifed by whipping, 
condemnation to bread and water, imprifonment, and hard la- 
bour: not more however than 120 ftrokes of the rod are ever 
infliGted ; nor is a criminal fentenced to bread and water for 
more than 28 days. One regulation in the criminal courts de- 
ferves attention. According to Mr. Coxe, every criminal is 
tried without the leaft expence to the plaintiff or defendant. 
The profecutor, fays he, denounces a pe:fon fufpecied of guilt 
to the King’s officer of juftice, who carries on the procefs at the 
public charge. This may be worthy of our imitation, in par- 
ticular cafes at leatt. 

From Stockholm Mr. Coxe proceeds to Upfal, the ancient 
metropolis of Sweden. He gives a long account of the Univer- 
fity here, and of three of its famous Profcflors, Linnaeus, Berg- 





* The reafon of the country gentlemen being excluded from all 
fhare in the legiflation was, that the form of government eftablifhed 
in 1720, was founded on the ancient conititution of Sweden ; by 
which the inhabitants were, as in moit other countries of Europe, 
divided into nobles, clergy, citizens, and peafants, 
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man, and Wallerius; but for particulars we muft refer our 


Readers to the book. 
Our Author now proceeds on his journey from Upfal to 


Trolhztta and Gotheborg. The fcenery, fays he, of the 
country from Trolhztta to Gotheborg is wild and romantic be- 
ond defcription. Innumerable ridges of barren rocks ftretch 
in all directions ; and between them lie the moft fertile plains, 
which feldom exceed a mile in breadth, watered by the river 
Gotha. The mountains, which are compofed of granite, are 
entirely defticute of trees, and many of them {carcely exhibit 


the fmalleft appearance of vegetation. 

‘ In no kingdom,’ fays Mr. Coxe, fince I quitted England, have 
I obferved fo many feats fcattered over the face of the country as I 
perceived in Sweden, where the gentlemen of moderate fortunes, as 
with us, are accuftomed to refide upon their ellates in rural plenty. 
Thefe feats, being compofed of an affemblage of wooden buildings, 
and painted red, make a neat appearance: occupying a large extent 
of ground, they look at fome diftance like fmall villages, and con- 
tribute greatly to the ornament of the country; they are moft fre- 
quent near the lakes, and are not uncommonly fituated in the midft 
of hanging woods, on broken rocks fufpended over the water.’ 

Mr, Coxe now crofles the Sound, and arrives at Elfinoor, 
Speaking of the palace of Cronborg, which ftands in the for- 
trefs, he gives this authentic account of the unfortunate royal 
prifoner it laft received within its walls. 

‘ In this palace,’ fays he, ‘ was imprifoned the late unfortunate 
Queen Matilda. During her confinement fhe inhabited the gover- 
nor’s apartment, and had permiffion to walk upon the fide-batteries, 
or upon the leads of the tower. She was uncertain of the fate that 
awaited her; and had great reafon to apprehend, that the party 
which had occafioned her arreft medicated {till more violent mea{ures, 
When the Englifh minifter at Copenhagen brought an order for her 
enlargement, which he had obtained by his fpirited con:iuct, fhe 
was fo furprifed with the unexpected intelligence, that fhe inftantly 
burft into a flood of tears, embraced him in a tranfport of joy, and 
called him her deliverer. After a fhort conference, the minifter pro- 
pofed, that her Mijefty thould immediately embark on board of a 
fhip that was waiting to carry her from a kingdom, in which fhe had 
experienced fuch a train of misfortunes. But, however anxious fhe 
was to depart, one circumftance checked the excefs of her joy: a 
few months before her imprifonment fhe had been delivered ‘of a 
princefs, whom fhe fuckled herfelf. The rearing of this child had 
been her only comfort ; and fhe had conceived a more than paren- 
tal attachment to it, from its having been the conftant companion 
of her mifery. The infant was at that period afflicted with the 
meailes ; and, having uurfed it with unceafing folicitude, fhe was 
defirous of continuing her attention and care. All thefe circum. 
ftances had fo endeared the child to her, rendered more fufceptible 
of tendernefs in a prifon than a court, that when an order for de- 
taining the young princefs was intimated to her, fhe teftified the 
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firongeft emotions of grief, and could not, for fome time, be pre- 
vailed upon to bid a final adieu. At length, after beitowing re- 
eated carefles upon this darling object of her affection, fhe retired 
to the veffel in an agony of defpair. She remained upon deck, her 
eyes immovably directed towards the palace of Cronborg, which 
contained her child that had been fo long her only comfort, unul 
darkneis intercepted the view. ‘The veflel having made but little 
way during the night, at day-bresk fhe obferved, with fond fatis- 
faction, that the palace was ftill vifible ; and could not be perfuaded 
to enter the cabin as long as fhe could difcover the fainteit glimp{e 


of the battlements. 
‘ It is well known that her Majefly refided at Zell, where the 


was carried off, by a icarlet fever, in the fixteenth day of her illnefs. 

¢ Queen Matilda was naturally of a lively difpofition, until her 
misfortunes brought on a fettled melancholy, which preyed upon 
her mind. In company fhe endeavoured to diffemble her forrows, 
and aflume a cheerfulnefs to which her heart was a itranger.' She 
became extremely fond of folitude; and, when alone, indulged her 
grief in the moft bitter lamentations. She retained, to her laft mo- 
ments, the moft unaffected attachment to her children in Denmark: 
with all the anxietyypf a parent fhe made repeated inquiries after 
them, and ¢was deck Med with receiving the minuteft accounts of 
their health, amufements, and education. Having obtained their 
portraits from Copenhagen, fhe placed them in her moft retired 
apartment, often apoftrophized them as if they were prefent, and 
addrefied them in the tendereft manner.’ 

Mr. Coxe mentions too, in this city, a fpot called Hamlet’s 
garden; a Claffical fpot to every Englifhman, who entertains a 
due veneration for one of the greateft geniufes that his country 
ever produced. He gives here a long extra& from Saxo-Gram- 
maticus, the Danifh hiftorian, from whom our Shakefpeare 
tock the ftory, but altered it to his own fancy. 

From Elfinoor our Author proceeds to Copenhagen, which 
he defcribes as the beft built city of the north. He gives along 
account of the famous revolution in this government, in 160, 
which, according to Lord Molefworth, changed it ** frem an 
eftate differing but little from ariftocracy, to as abfolute a mo- 
narchy as any is at prefentin the world.” 

Our inquifitive traveller enters into the ftate of learning 
among the Danes, and exhibits a detail of their commerce 
and revenues. He alfo gives fome account of the Iceland- 
ers, their origin, language, authors, literary compofitions, &c. 
to which we scter the curious Reader, Mr. Coxe concludes 
with taking notice of fome of thofe circular ranges of 
ftone, fo common all over the north, of which we have many 
in England, as Stonehenge, &c. and which have been ftyled 
by different authors, Gothic, Celtic, or Druidical, as it fuited 
their refpective fyftems, * Although,’ fays he, * thefe rude mo- 
numents are undoubiedly of fuch high antiquity as almoft to 
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baffle our inquiries ; yet we may infer, from hiftorical evidence, 
that they do not all appear to have had the fame original deftina- 
tion: fome were railed as memorials of material events; others 
as fepulchres; but the greateft part were probably places, or 
objects of facred worthip,’ 

Having now finifhed our perufal of Mr. Coxe’s Travels, we 
can fay with perfect truth, that they have afforded us great plea- 
fure. The narrative is fprightly ; the obfervations are judicious ; 
and the feveral diflertations interfperfed are replete with learn- 
ing, and fhew that the Author poflefles a mind well ftored 
with a variety of ufeful knowledge. He every where appears 
to be a friend to virtue, and to the liberties of mankind. On 
the whole, the Public are much obliged to him for his account 
of places, people, and circumftances that had not been defcribed 
before with equal accuracy and attention. 

Thefe Travels are embellifhed with maps and charts, and 
have fome engravings of peculiar drefles, &c, We have like- 
wife portraits of the fovereigns whofe chara¢ters are introduced 


in the work. pe aie “DO ; 


Art. Ill. The Hiffory of Modern Europe. Part Il. From the Peace 
of Weftphalia, in 1648, to the Peace of Paris in 1763. With a 
View of the Progrefs of Society during the prefent Century, In 
a Series of Letters from a Nobleman to his Son*. 8vo. 2 Vols. 
1zs. boards. Robinfon. 1784. 





HE two firft velumes of this work were noticed, in our 
' Review for September 1779, with expreffions of appro- 
bation, which, on a farther acquaintance with the Author, we 
fee no reafon to retraét. He has difcovered a confiderable fhare 
of judgment, in felecting, from the vaft mafs of materials which 
lay before him, fuch facts as are moft deferving of general at- 
tention. He enters pretty largely into the detail concerning the 
affairs of Great Britain, as being moft interefting to thofe read- 
ers for whofe ufe the wurk is chiefly intended. At the fame 
time, he has given fuch a fketch of the principal fa&ts in the 
hiftory of Europe, as may ferve to afford a tolerably correét idea 
of the political changes which have taken place in the feveral 
ftates, and, confequently, of their prefent internal and relative 
fituation. ‘The whole is written in a ftyle, the chief characters 
of which are perfpicuity, and neztnefs. Manly fentiments on 
policy and religion, and a temperate fpirit of freedom, ami» 
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* «Ina feries of Letters from a Nobleman to his Son,” might as 
well have been omitted, as the Author, Mr. William Rufel, has now 


fubjoined his name to his ia/cription of the work to the Duke of 
Bedford. , 
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Having (elected from the former volumes a paflage from the 
Writer’s account of the progrefs of Society, we fhall now give 
our Readers a fpecimen of the narrative part of the work, taken 
fiom one of the moft interefting periods cf the Britifh hiftory, 
that of the Revolution: 

¢ The fam> day that James left WhitehaH, William arrived at Se. 
James’s. It happened to rain very heavily, and yet great numbers 
came to fez him. But, after they had ftayed long in the wet, he 
difappointed them. Being an enemy to thew and parade, perhaps 
from a confcioufnefs of his ungraceful figure, and dead to the voice 
of popular joy, he went through the park tothe palace. Even this 
trifling incident helped to alter the fentiments of the people; and 
being now cool, they judged more impartially. ‘They coniidered it 
as an unnatural thing for the Prince to waken his father-in-law out 
of his fleep, and force him from his own palace, when he was ready 
to fubmit to every thing: they began even to fufpect, that this /pe- 
cious undertaking would prove to be only a di/cuijed and defigned 
ufurpation. The public bodies, however, waited upon the Prince, 
and expreffed their zeal for his caufe: and, among others, the gentle- 
men of the law, with old Serjeant Maynard at their head; who, 
when William took notice of his great age, and faid he muft have 
outlived all the lawyers of his time, wittily replied, ** I fhould have 
outlived the law itfelf, if your Highnefs had not come over!’? 

‘ The only thing that now remained for all parties was the fettle- 
ment of the kingdom. With this view, the Peers meet in their own 
houfe ; and the Prince laid before them his Declaration, as the foun- 
dation of their deliberations. In the conife of debate it was urged, 
That the King, by withdrawing, had diveited himfelf of his autho- 
rity, and that povernment itielf had fuffered a demife in law: a 
free parliament was, therefore, declared to be the only means of ob- 
taining a legal fettlement ; and the refult of all was, that an addrefs 
fhould be prefented to the Prince of Orange, defiring him to afflume 
the adminiliration of government, and to fummon a convention. 
The offer was too alluring to be rejected ; but William, cautious in 
all his proceedings, judged it ftill neceffary to ftrengthen the refolu- 
tion of the Lords with the authority of the Commons. For that 
purpofe, a judicious expedient was fallen upon: all the members of 
the three laft parliaments, who were in town, were invited to meet, 
together with the Lord Mayor of London, the court of Aldermen, 
and fifty of the common-council. This mixed affembly, which 
was regarded as the moft equal reprefentative of the people that 
could be obtained in the prefent emergency, unanimoufly voted an 
addrefs, the fame in fubttance with that of the Lords; and the 
Prince, fupported by fo great a part of the nation, difpatched -his 
circular letters to the various boroughs, counties, and corporations 
in England, for the eleétion of reprefentativs. 

* While the Revolution thus approached to maturity in England, 
the people of Scotland were not idle fpectators. ‘The Prefbyterians 
in that kingdom, who had long been perfecuted and oppreffed, com- 
poied the bulk of the nation ; and as the Prince of Orange was of 
their perfuafion, the moft ardent prayers were offered for his faccefs, 
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as foon as his defigns were known. He had undertaken to deliver 
Scotland as well as England; and, in order to facilitate his views, 
the popular party, on receiving his Declaration, reduced the few 
regular troops that remained in the kingdom, and affumed the reins 
of government. Thirty noblemen, and about eighty gentlemen, 
repaired to London; and, forming themfelves into a kind of con- 
vention, requeited the Prince to take into his hands the adminiftra- 
tion of Scotland. He thanked them for the truft they had repofed 
in him, and fummoned a general convention to meet at Edinburgh. 
This aflembly being regarded as illegal by the more zealous royalitts, 
they took little fhare in the elections ; fo that the popular party, or 
the Whigs, were returned for molt places. ‘The proceedings of the 
convention were accordingly bold and decifive: they ordered, by 
proclamation, all perfons between the age of fixteen and fixty to be 
ready to take arms: they gave the command of the militia to Sir 
Patrick Hume, one of their moft active members: they raifed eight 
hundred men for a guard, under the ear] of Leven: they empowered 
the Duke of Hamilton, their prefident, to fecure al] difaffected and 
fufpected perfons; and, without amufing themfelves with nice dif- 
tinctions, and the latent meaning of words, they refolved, ‘* That 
King James, by mal-adminiftration, and by his abufe of power, 
had forfeited his right of the crown.” ‘They therefore declared the 
throne vacant, and invited the Prince and Frincefs of Orange to 
take poffeffion of it, though not without due attention to their civil 
and religious rights. 

« In the mean time, the Englifh convention had met ; and, after 
a long debate, the Commons came to the following memorable re- 
‘olution :-——‘* That King James II. having endeavoured to fubvert 
.ne conftitution, by breaking the original contra@ between king and 
people; and having violated the fundamental laws, and withdrawn 
nimfelf from the kingdom, has aédicated the government; and that 
the throne is thereby become vacant.” his refolution was carried 
up to the Houfe of Peers, where it met with much oppofition, and 
many warm debates enfued. The moit curious of thefe was, ** Whe- 
ther there was any original contract between the King and people?” 
—~a queftion more fit tor the fchools than a national aflembly ; but 
which the vote of the Commons had rendered nece‘lary. Argu- 
ments may furely be produced from reafon, to prove a kind of tacit 
compact between the fovereign and the fubject; but fuch a com- 
pact has feldom had any actual exiftence. The Encglih national 
charters, however, feemed to realize fuch a compact : and thefe 
charters had all been recognifed and confirmed by the Bill of Rights ; 
a folemn and recent tranfaction between the King, the nobles, and 
the reprefentatives of the people. ‘The majority of the Lords, 
therefore, declared for an original contract; and the Houfe almott 
immediately refolved, That James had broken that contrat. 

* The oppofition, however, did not end here. The Lords pro- 
ceeded to take into confideration the word addicated, contained in 
the vote of the Commons; and readily agreed that deferted was 
more proper. The concluding queftion was, ‘* Whether King 
James, having broken the original contract, and deferted the govern- 
ment, the throne is thereby vacant? This queltion was debated 
with 
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with more warmth than any of the former; and, on a divifion, it 
was carried by eleven voices againit a vacancy. The vote of the 
Commons was fent back with thefe amendments ; and as they con- 
tinued obftinate, a free conference was appointed between the two 
houle 5, in order to fettle the controverfy. 

‘ Never perhaps was there a nationa! debate of more importance, 


or managed by more able fpeakers. ‘The leaders of the Commons . 
contended, That although the word de/erted might be more fignih-. 


cant and intelligibie, as applied to the King’s withdrawing himfelf, 
jt could not, with any propriety, be extended to his violation of the 
fundamental laws. ‘Jhe managers for the J Lords, changing their 
ground, infifted, Phat admitting the King’s abufe of power to be 
equivalent to an abdication, it could operate no otherwife than his 
voluntary refignation, or natural death, and could only make way 
for the next heir; who, shough they did not name him, they in- 
finuated, being yet an infent in the cradle, could have committed 


no crime : and no jut reafon, they thought, could be afligned, why, . 


without any default of his own, he fhould Jofe a crown to which he 
was intitled by his birth. ‘The leaders of the Commons replied, 
That the oath of allegiance, which binds the dubject to the heirs of 
the King as well as to himfelf, regarded only a natural cemife, and 
that there was no provition in law for a civil demite, which feemed 
equivalent to an attainder: that t although, upon the death of a King, 
whoie adminiitration had been agreeable to the Jaws, many and 
great inconveniencies would be endured, rather than exclude the 
lineal fucceffor ; yet when, asin the pref nt cafe, the people, on the 
principle of felf- prefervation, had been obliged to have recourfe to 
arms, in order to dethrone a Prince who had violated the conflite- 
tion, that the government reverted, in fome meafure, to its firlt 
principles, and the community acq aired a right of providing for the 
publics welfare by the moft rational expedients. 

‘ The convention might furely efablifh a new precedent, as well 
as their anceftors. Never could a more fair reprefentation of the 
people be obtained ; and the people, it muft be allowed, though. 
they cannot de liberate i in a body, have aright, on every rev alesiae : 
and whenever their conflitutional liberties are invaded, tochufe their 
own governors, as well as the form of government‘under which they 
defire to live, unlefs the monftrous doctrine of Many made for onz 
fhould be revived. The two houtes, however, parted without come 
ing to any conclufion ; but as it was impoflible for the nation to re- 
main long in its prefent ftate, the majority of the Lords, in confe- 
quence of the defertion of fome Tories to the Whig party, at laf 
agreed to pals the vote of the Commons, without any alteration or 
mmendreeas. 

This grand controverfy being got over, the next quekion w2 
“ Who fhould fill the vacant throne??? The Mz irquis of Palitax, i in 
order to recommend himlelf to the future fovereign, moved that the 
crown fhould be immediately ‘conferred upon the Prince of Orange : 
the Earl of Danby, his political rival, propofed to confer it foiely 
on the Princefs; and others contended for a regency. William, 
who had hitherto behaved with great moderation and magnanimity, 
avoiding to interfere in the debates of either Houle, and difdaiving 
Rev. Feb. 1785. H even 
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even to beftow carefles on thofe members whofe influence might be 
ufeful to him, now perceiving that he was likely to lofe the great 
objet of his ambition, broke through thar mytterious referve, and 
feeming apathy, in which he had been fo long wrapt. He called 
together Halifax, Shrewfbury, Danby, and fome other leading men, 
and told them, that he had heard fome were for placing the govern- 
ment in the hands of aregent. He would not, he faid, oppofe the 
meafure; but he thought it neceflary to inform them, that he would 
not be THAT regent. Others, he added, feemed difpofed to place 
the Princefs fingly on the throne, and that he fhould reign by her 
courtefy: this he alfo declined; declaring, that he could not accept 
of an authority, which fhould depend on the will or the life of ano- 
ther; that no man could efteem awoman more than he did the 
Princefs, but he could not ‘* think of holding any thing by apron- 
ftrings !’’ and therefore, if they did not think fit to make a different 
fettlement, that he would return to Holland, and concern himfelf 
no more in their affairs. 

‘ This threat, though not deemed to be altogether fincere, had 
its weight. Both houfes voted, ‘* That the Prince and Princefs of 
Orange fhould be declared King and Queen of England ;” and a 
bill was brought in for that purpofe. In this bill, or inftrument 
of fettlement, it was provided, ‘That the Prince and Princefs fhould 
enjoy the crown of England during their natural lives and the life of 
the furvivor, the fole adminiftration to be in the Prince; that, after 
the death of both, the throne fhould be filled by the heirs of the 
body of the Princefs ; and that, in default of fuch iffue, Anne, Prin- 
cefs of Denmark, and the heirs of her body, fhould fucceed, before 
thofe of the Prince of Orange, by any other wife but the Princefs 
Mary. ‘The Inftrument of Settlement, befides regulating the line 
of fucceflion, alfo provided againit the return of thofe grievances, 
which had driven the nation to the greateft extremity; and, though 
it ought to have been more full on this head, it declared, and ef- 
fectually fecured from the future encroachments of the fovereign, 
the moft effential rights of the fubje&. 

‘ Thus, my dear Philip, was happily terminated the great ftruggle 
between privilege and prerogative, between the crown and the 

ople; which commenced, as you have feen, with the acceffion 
ef the family of Stuart to the throne of England, and continued till 
their exclufion, when almoft a century had elapfed. The Revolu- 
tion forms a new era in the Englifh conftitution. By deciding many 
important queftions in favour of liberty, and yet more by the grand 
precedent of depofing one King and eftablifhing another, with a new 
Jine of fucceffion, it gave fuch an afcendant to popular principles, as 
has put the nature of our government beyond all controverfy. A 
King of England, or of Britain, to ufe the words of my Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, is now ftriftly and properly what a King fhould be; a 
member, but the fupreme member, or head, of a political body ; dif. 
tin from it, or independent of it, in none. He can no longer 
move in a different orbit from his people ; and, like fome fuperior 
planet, attract, repel, and dire& their motions by his own. He 
and they are parts of the fame fyftem, intimately joined, and co- 
operating together; acting and acted upon, limiting and limited, 

controuling 
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eontrouling and controuled, by one another: and when he ceafes to 
ftand in this relation to them, he ceafes to ftand in any. The 
fettlements, by virtue of which he governs, are plainly original con- 
tracts: his inftitution is plainly conditional ; and he may forfeit his 
right to allegiance, as undeniably and effectually as the fubject his 


right to protection.’ 
The work clofes with a general review of the progrefs of lite- 


rature in Great Britain during the aft century; in which, 
though we obferve a freedom of thought that merits refpect, 
we perceive a degree of acrimony againft charadters of eftablifhed 
reputation, which ought not to pafs without cenfure. i 

@ 





Art. IV. Firft Lines of the Practice of Phyfic. By William Cullen, 
M.D. Profeffor of the Praétice of Phyfic in the Univertity of 
Edinburgh, Firft Phyfician to his Majelty for Scotland, &c. &c. 
Edinburgh, printed for Elliot; and Cadell in London. A New 
Edition, correéted, enlarged, and completed, in Four Volumes 


8vo, 11. 4s. 1784. 


HiS learned Profeffor has at jaft finithed the explanation 

or commentary on his Nofologia Methodica, and in the 

work before us he prefents the Public with his obfervations on 

the three clafles of Pyrexie, Neurojes, and Cachexia, into which he 

divides certain difeafes, and on the fevera] orders and genera 

contained under them. Having already delivered our opinion 

on the two firft volumes *, we will not trouble our Readers with 

any further remarks upon them at prefent; but fhall proceed to 

give an account of the third and fourth volumes, which we have 
not before noticed. 

The third volume treats of Adcnorrbagia, or the immoderate 
flow of the menfes ; of the Leucorrhaa, Fiucr albus, and of the 
Amenorrhea, ot interruption of the meattrual flux. Thefe chap- 
ters, viz. the fixth, feventh, and eighth, contain fome very 
acute and judicious remarks on the caules and cure of the fe- 
veral morbid affeétions which have been mentioned. The ninth 
chapter, on fymptomatic hemorrhages, which finifhes the fourth 
book, is divided into two feétions ; one of which treats of the 
Hematemefjs, or vomiting of blood, and the other of the Hema- 
yurta, or the voiding of blood from the urinary paflage. In the 
hth book, the learned Profeflor explains the nature of Profiuvia, 
or fluxes, with Pyrexia; and herein, particularly, the nature of 
the catarrh and dyfentery, which he confiders as being very 
eonftantly febrile difeafes, with fluxes. This concludes the firft 
part of the third volume. The fecond part is on the fubje& of 
Neurofes, or nervous difeafes: his fecond clafs, and that tooa 
very extenfive one, is divided into four books, which compre- 
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hend the doétrine of the four orders of the clafs Neurofes. The 
firft book treats of the order of Comata, or of the lo!s of volun-_ 
- tary motions; and this is divided info two chapters, one on the 
Apoplexy, the other on Palfy. 

The (cond book treats of the fecond order, viz. of the /dy- 
namia, or, of difeafes confifting in a weaknefs or lofs of motion 
in either the vital or natural funétions. The firft Chapter of 
this book is on Syncope, or fainting ; the fecond, on Dy/pepfia, 
or indigeftion ; the third, on the Hypechondriafis, or the hypo- 
chondriac affiétion, commonly called vapours, or low fpirits. 

The third book teaches the doctrine of fpafmodic affections 
without fever, which is divided into three feions: the firlt, 
comprehending the difcuffion of the {pafmodic affections in the 
animal funétions; the fecond, of the fpafmodic affections of the 
vital functions; the third, of the fpafmodic 2ffections in the 
natural funations. Chapters, in thefe fections, are appropriated 
to the feveral genera of dileafes contained under the order 
© Spa/mi.’ 

‘The fourth book comprehends the fourth order, the Vefania, 
or the diforders of the intellectual funGtions ; and is divided into 
three chapters—of Vefanie in general; of A/ania, or madnels ; 
of Melancholy, and other forms of infanity. 

In the third part, the ingenious Profeflor proceeds to confider 
his third clafs, or Cachexie; which has three orders, Adarceres, 
or emaciations ; Jntumefientia, or general {wellings; and Jmpe- 
tigines, oc a depraved habit, with affections of the fkin. A book 
is devoted to the confideration of each order of this clafs, and a 
chapter to the feveral genera of each order. The jaundice is 
the laft article we perceive, and thercfore the whole clafs of the 
Locales {eems to be deferred to fome future occafion. 

We have already delivered our fentiments on thofe parts of 
the learned Profeflor’s work refpeéting the firft clafs, Pyrexia. 
The fecond therefore (the Neurojes) claims our prefent attention. 
If we confefled a difficulty in comprehending the learned Pro- 
feflor’s doGtrines of fever, we feel ourfelves more embarrafled in 
regard to his theory of the Neurofes. Refpecting the former, 
we have, on another occafion, mentioned many obfcurities, and 
fome contradictions, which we could not explain or reconcile *. 
With refpect to the latter, if we were to ftate all the objections, 
and all the difficulties which have occurred to us, we fhould far 
exceed the limits to which it is neceflary for us to confine this 
article. But as we have faid before, fo we continue to hope, 
that the illuftrations from the profeflorial chair will difpel 
the cloud and obfcurity, in fome degree necefiarily attendant 
on the concife form of a text book; and that doétrines which 
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to us feem incomprehenfible, will, to tho’e who have learnt the 


peculiar phyfiology and pathology of the Edinburgh fchool,” 


appear fufiiciently perfpicuous. ‘Phough we may have ex- 
ercifed a vain endeavour to underftand fome of the theories of 
the Neurofes from the fketches of them delivered in thefe vo- 
lumes, we have been recompenfed for our fruitlefs labour in 
that particular, by many excellent rules of practice. 

However vifionary and obfcure the learned Profeflor’s notions 
of the nervous fyftem may be, his views in the cure of the apo- 
plexy, epilepfy, and fome other difeafes of the clafs Neurofes, are 
very juft, and in our opinion, agreeable to the beft obfervations. 
Many judicious reflections are likewife fuggefted on the ule of 
opium in the colic: but, on the whole, we think, that the beft 
nuthorities feem to be agreed not only in the fafety, but in the 
beneficial effeéts of it in this difeafe,—in that fpecies of it, at 
leaft, the painter’s colic. 

Under the title of the clafs * Cachexia,’ the Reader will find 
much ufeful information. The Profeflor has been particularly 


minute in his enumeration of the caufes of the dropfy, which: 


he imputes in general to increafed effufion, or to a diminifhed 
abforption. We would fubmit to the learned Gentleman, whe- 
ther it is eafy in practice to diftinguifh from which of thefe 
caufes the difeafe proceeds? “ihe ordinary exhalation may be 
increafed, he obferves, by various caufes, and particularly by 
an interruption given to the free return of the venous blood, 


from the extreme veflels of the body, to the right ventricle of: 


the heart. Would not this interruption tend more to hinder 
abforption, than to promote exhalation? Not to dwell, how- 
ever, upon fuch circumftances, we concur with the Profeffor in 
the praife he beftows on draftic purgatives, given at fhort inter- 
vals, for the cure of this difeafe. It is the precept, and is in 
the true fpirit, of Sydenham. He aflerts the fafety and advan- 
tage of giving diluting drinks whenever diuretics are prefcribed ; 
and believes, that when the chryftals of tartar, &c. have proved 
beneficial, it has been owing to. the large watery vehicle in 
which they have been given. It is undoubtedly a proper re- 
ftriction to this method, to difcontinue the watery fluids, when 


on trial.they do not appear, in conjunétion with the diuretic me-: 


dicines, to increafe the fecretion of urine, 

The Rachitis, or rickets, Dr. Cullen afcribes to a deficienc 
of that matter which fhould form the folid parts of the body ; 
but, on what this deficiency depends, he does not venture to 
fay. He confiders it as an hereditary difeafe. He thinks it ori- 
ginates more frequently from mothers than from fathers, and 
that it arifes from fome weakne{s, and frequently from a {cro- 
phulous habit in the mother. He does not think a fiphylitic 
taint has a fhare in producing it, the rachitis having been 
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known before the fiphvlis exifted in Europe. The rachitis is 
a difeafe of a certain period of life, the fiphylis fhows itfelf 
often foon after birth. Cold bathing he recommends as the beft 
preventive, and tonic medicines as the beft remedies for it. 

The fcrophula is reckoned an hereditary difeafe. * In a family 
of many children, when one of the parents has been affected 
with {crophula, and the other not, as it is ufual for fome of the 
children to be in conftitution pretty exactly like one parent, and 
others of them like the other, it commonly happens that thofe 
children who moft refemble the fcrophulous parent become af- 
fe&ted with {crophula, while thofe which refemble the other pa~ 
rent entirely efcape.’ This, too, is a difeafe of a certain period 
of life, and therefore not related to the fiphylis, which affects 
all periods of it. Children have been affected with the fiphylis, 
who have not been fubject to the ferophula: mercury cures the 
former; but is hurtful to the Jatter, The fcrophula invades 
perfons, moft commonly, from the third to the feventh year of 
age, and fometimes at a later period. The Profeflor thinks it 
proceeds more commonly from fathers than from mothers. The 
hiftory of this difeafe appears to us to be accurately drawn, and 
it is referred to a peculiar conftitution of the lymphatic fyftem ; 
but in what that peculiarity confifts, he does not pronounce. 
The Profeflor has not confidence in fea-water as a remedy for 
it; but he has found cold-bathing frequently beneficial. 

On the fubjeét of the feurvy, Dr. Cullen obferves, that not- 
withftanding what has been aflerted by fome eminent perfons, 
he trufts to the concurring teftimony of * the moft part of the 
authors’ upon the fubjeét, that in this difeafe the fluids fuffer 
a confiderable change ; that the crafflamentum of blood drawn 
from the veins of perfons labouring under the fcurvy is dif- | 
ferent, both in colour and confiftence, from what it is in 
healthy perfons; and that, at the fame time, the ferum is 
commonly changed in colour and tafte, He afferts, that there 
is hardly an inttance of its being occafioned but by falted 
meats ; and that the change mentioned above, confifts in a pre- 
ternaturally faline, and confequently diffolved, ftate of the 
blood. He thinks, that an unufual quantity of fale in our ali- 
ment may contribute to this ftate, even though it fuffers no 
change in the animal body ; but that it will be rendered more 
probable, if it may be prefumed, that all neutral falts, confifting 
of a fixed alkali, are changed in the animal body into an am- 
moniacal falt, which he apprehends to be that efpecially pre- 
vailing in the fcurvy. 

We have been the more particular in reporting the Profeffor’s 
Opinions upon this fubjeét, on account of their novelty and 
ingenuity, and becaufe they feem to militate greatly with the 
doctrines which have been lately advanced by the Doctors Lind 
and 
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and Millman, the phyficians evidently alluded to above by Dr. 
Cullen, who have maintained opinions dire&ly oppofite to thofe 
we have juft now related. Though we would wifh to avoid, as 
much as poffible, the difcuffion of fubje&ls controverted by fuch 
able writers, yet when any new doétrine is prefented to us, it is 
our duty, as Reviewers, to examine the ground upon which it 
refts, to relate with impartiality the evidence which fupports it, 
and to mention the teftimonies, if any, by which it is contra- 
di&ted. We believe, that all writers are agreed in admitting 
falted meats, or fuch a diet as is ufed on board fhips, to be the 
moft frequent caufe of this difeafe: but that * there is hardly an 
inftance of its being occafioned but by falted meats,’ is an afler- 
tion of Dr. Cullen’s, contradicted by Authors of unimpeached 
charaéter, who have given accounts of its having ravaged ar- 
mies, and of its having occurred on many occafions, when no 
falted meats have been ufed. Thefe material circumftanccs in 
the hiftory of the fcurvy have been fully and fairly flated by 
many writers; but they have generally been over-looked of 
omitted by thofe who have fuppofed the difeafe to arife from a 
faline, or adiflolved putrid ftate of the blood. If this fluid 
were attenuated by a fixed alkali, furnifhed by a falt diet; or if, 
as he prefumes it to be probable, this falt be fo changed by the 
powers of the body as to form an ammoniacal falt, tefts are not 
wanting of the prefence of fuch faline fubftances; and the in- 
genuity of the Profeflur might eafily have contrived experiments 
to have detected them. As he has refufed us the fatisfaction of 
fuch evidence, we cannot afford it the deference we fhould 
otherwife have paid. We believe, with the learned Profeffor, 
that 6 the moft part of the authors’ do afcribe a diffolved ftate of 
blood to perfons in this complaint; but is not the report which 
they have made rather the refult of theory than obfervation ? 
Does ityfeem more confonant to the notions which they have 
entertained of the nature of the difeafe, than conformable to 
truth? We cannot for a moment doubt of this being the cafe, if 
we recollect the experiments inftituted by Dr. Lind, with 3 
view to afcertain this point: and however a faline or putrid 
ftate of the blood may appear in thofe cafes probable in theory, 
yet when we are informed by the unerring guide of experiment, 
that blood drawn from perfons in the fcurvy is neither more 
acrimonious, nor difpofed to corrupt fooner, than blood taken 
from perfons in health, we ought not to hefitate to which fide of 
the argument to incline. ‘The moft plaufible conjectures fhould 
give way to lefs fallacious teftimonies. 

We cannot clofe this article without expreffing our furprife at 
feeing Dr. Cullen, who has on many occafions laudably ex- 
erted himfelf to fix the attention of phyficians upon the movin 
fibres, and who has done more perhaps than any individual to 
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- expofe the folly, and to fhow the uncertainty of an humoural 


pathology, become at once the advocate of it, ona fubjecét, on 
which it has been clearly exploded, and which fhows, perhaps, 
ina more ftriking light than any other, how very liable it muft 
ever be to miflead us, till the nature and mixture of the animal 
fluids are better unde: ftood and explained than they have hitherto 
been. 

The laft chapter in this volume is a fhort one on the Jaun- 
dice ; which, though followed by an Index, we flatter ourfelves, 
is not meant to extinguith all hope of feeing a further addition 
to this work, The Pubic are already under great obligations 
to the Profeflor, and he will not, we truft, think it an ill com- 
pliment, that they with toincreafe the debe by borrowing further 
inftruction from bim. M 


# 





Art. V. Principles of Naval ArchiteGure. With Propofals for im- 
proving the Form of Ships. ‘To which are added, fome Obferva- 
tions on the Structure of Carriages for the Purpofes of inland 
Commerce, Agriculture, &c. By Thomas Gordon, Efgq. 8vo. 


ss. beards. Evans. 1734. 


A R. Gordon, in his introdudtion, fays, * I firft communi- 

cated thefe principles and propoiais to Lord Sandwich, 
then Firft Lord of the Admiralty, in two letters, the firft dated 
December 177g, the other a few months later; but whether f 
was miftaken in the opinion I entertained of his Lordfhip’s cha- 
racter, knowledge, and abilities, and from the great diftance 
that I refide from Court, and the no {mall difficulty of pro- 
curing a juft character of a minifter of ftate in his minifterial 
capacity (moft people being biaffed in their account by the in- 


‘fluence of party, prejudice, or intereft), this is not impoffible ; 
_or whether (which is more probable) thefe principles and pro- 


pofals were found altogether erroneous and impracticable, or in 
no refpect applicable to the royal navy, I know not; but cere 
tain it is, that his Lordfhip never thought proper to honour me 
with an anfwer; and I have now much reaton top fuppofe that 


they were in no refpect adopted in the royal dock-yards. 


* 


“hismotives for deferring the publication of his principles unt] 


* 
~~. 


Though the importance of the fubject determined me to make 
them public, I purpofely deferred the publication till fatisfied of 
this latter circumftance ; and [ now, with all due deference, Jay 
them before the Public, from the hope that they may be deemed 
worthy of examination, that they may be fome means of making 
this {cience more the object of philofophical inquiry, and, per- 
haps, the mediate, if not immediate, caufe of its improve- 


ment.’ 


In a fhort introductory letter, our Author explains more fully 


he 
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he was fully fatisied they had not been adopted : and, thinking, 
as he did, that they were of the laft importance to a great naval 
fiate, then at war with fo many of its neighbours, the manner 
in which they were offered does honour to him as a patriot; at 
the fame time that his moderation and patience under neglect, 
fully prove the difintereftednefs and purity of his Intentions. 
But, however the politenefs of the noble Lord to whom they 
are addrefled, may fuffer in the opinion of Mr. Gordon’s read- 
ers, we do not think that his charaéter as a naval minifter, or his 
abilities, will be called in queftion, for not introducing the 
principles here fubmitied to him into the royal dock-yards of 
Great Britain. 

In thefe letters, Mr. Gordon makes three propofals to his 
Lordfhip: the firft is to extend the length of fhips without in- 
creafing their breadth, and sendering them proportionally 
{tronger; which, he fays, would correct a few of the defects to 
which the prefent mode of fhip-building is liable, fuch as in- 
creafing their velocity in the proper dire@tion, and their refift- 
ance in deviating from it. 

The feecnd is, to join two very long and narrow veflels, 
placed at a proper diltance from each other, together by means 
of {trong beams, and a platform, or deck reaching from one to 
the other; or, if we do net miftake him, more decks than one, 
may in fome inftances be preferable, and perhaps neceflary. 
Our Author enumerates particularly no lefs than eighteen capi- 
tal’advantages which he thinks fhips of war, con{tructed and 
joined together in this manner, will have over thofe which are 
built on the prefent conftruction ; and adds, * It is probable, 
that jnany other advantages may be obtained by this means ;’ 
though they have not yet occurred to him. 

The third is, to form veffels, very long, and very broad, in 
proportion to their weight, with flat bottoms, and a great num- 
ber of keels to each veflel ; which, he thinks, will make them 
keep their wind better than one keel alone will do. Thefe 
veflels are to have fquare prows and fterns, and as many rud- 
ders as there are keels; the fides alfo are to be firaight, and 
‘perpendicular. Veflels, thus conftructed, Mr. Gordon thinks, 
will be found to have every advantage which can be given to 
fhips of war. 

A fourth propofal is, to conftru& the mafts hollow, either of 
a pyramidical or conical form, as may be thought moft conve- 
nient or agreeable, with framings of wood in the infide, at 
proper diftances, to fupport and ftrengthen the upright piecess 
and he contends that mafts may thus be formed which are vafily 
‘{tronger, and, at the. fame time lighter, than thofe that are 
now in ufe. ) , 
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Our Author requefts that ¢ thofe who affume a liberty of 
publicly and periodically criticifing the works of others, will, in 
their reprefentation of thefe doctrines ** nought extenuate, nor 
fet down aught in malice ;” or, in other words, that they will, 
as in duty bound, give an early, full, and fair account, with- 
out fuppreffing or mifreprefenting any material circumftance, 
without any ill-founded and infidious fuggeftions, doubts, or 
furmifes. ‘This requeit, it is hoped, we have, to the beft of 
our ability, complied with: whether he wil] think as we do, 
jt is impoffible for us to forete] ; nor are we extremely folicitous 
about it. Our only with is, that the Pugiic may be with us: 
Authors, we know, will fometimes be againft us; and that for 
obvious, if not always for juft, reafons. 

In the obfervations which are fubjoined, relative to wheel- 
carriages, Mr. Gordon agrees with the common waggoners in 
directing the principal part of the load to be laid on the fore 
wheels ; and fhews that thofe experimental philofophers who 
dire@ the contrary, have argued from ex parte evidence. He, 
however, does not approve of the fmall wheels being placed firft, 
and points out a method of conftructing wheel-carriages with 
the large wheels foremoft, and yet fo that the line of draught 
may be inclined from the plane on which the carriage is drawn, 
as it ought to be. He adds alfo fome directions for yoking the 
cattle, fo that the fore and hind ones may all draw in the fame 


Jine ; which appear to us to be judicious. Wa: 





Art. VI. Letters to a young Nobleman, upon various Subjeds; pare 
ticularly on Government and Civil Liberty. Wherein Occafion 
is taken to remark on the Writings of fome eminent Authors 
upon thefe Subjeés; and, in the firft place, upon thofe of the 
Rev. Dr. Price. With fome Thoughts on the Englith Confti- 
tution, and the Heads of a Plan of Parliamentary ReformX&¥ 8vo. 
6s. boards. Robfon. 1784. 


HE young nobleman to whom thefe Letters are addrefled, 

though not abfolutely perverted, had however been ftag- 

gered by ‘the fpecious and artful publications of fome over- 

zealous friends to the pretended satural rights of man.’ The 

publication which contributed moft to infufe ‘a dangerous fcep- 

ticifm into his ingenuous and independent mind,’ was the cele- 
brated treatife of Dr. Price on the Nature of Civil Liberty, &c. 

‘ It was refolved, therefore,’ fays this writer, ‘to make choice 
of Dr. Price’s Objervations, &c. for the firft fubje& of confidera- 
tion.’ The general opinion here formed of that work, may be 
collected from the following paflage: ‘It is fraught with ferious 
and inteftine mifchief; and while its offenfible drift is to free 
America frem the pretended yoke of Great Britain, it is flily 
is I and 
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and infidioufly fapping the very foundation of the Britifh goe 


yernment itfelf,’ 
In thefe Letters the Author endeavours to prove the Doétor’s 


treatife calculated to effe&t this mifchief :—that it is founded on 
wrong principles ; is fupported by fophiftry, m‘freprefentation, 
and every fpecies of perverfe and dangerous reafoning ; and ul- 
timately tends to anarchy, rebellion, and all the evils of popular 


violence and confufion. . 
The following extra4ts will give the Reader a tolerable idea 


of the Writer’s fentiments and ftyle of compofition : ' 

¢ A very tranfient review of the Author’s general divifions of li- 
berty will be fufficient to convince every unprejudiced thinker, that 
the degree of it for which he contends, could never have been in- 
tended by Providence for fo imperfect a being as man, It is this 
imperfection which renders the lucubrations of fo many of our mo- 
dern political writers fo defective and dangerous ; con{cious, per- 
haps, of their own particular worth, they are too apt to forget the 
general failings of mankind; and difregarding what is, they write 
for what foould be. If every individual were as wife, as unpreju- 
diced, as difinterefted, as honourable, as candid, as benevolent, and 
as peaceable as thefe authors, who would hefitate to fubfcribe to 
their doctrine? But, alas! thefe golden times can no more be ex- 
pected ; and it is neceffary that we fhould think and write for men 
as they are, not as we with them ¢o Ze. 

‘ The three firft, then, of the Doétor’s general divifions of liber- 
ty, being intended to apply to, and introduce the laft; if men are 
not formed for fuch a portion of thefe, neither are they for fuch an 
excefs of civil liberty. Every page of the hiltory of mankind fpeaks 
this language; where we may alfo learn, that Providence has gra- 
cioufly and wifely implanted in the people a confcioufnefs of their 
being formed neither for Mayefy nor Omnipotence. 

‘ Fortunately for the intereit of truth and of mankind, itis rarely, 
if ever, in the power of enthufiaftic vifionaries, or defigning dema- 
gogues, toentice the people out of that fphere, of which nature 
has benevolently and inftinétively taught them the bounds. Had 
they been confcious of any right, or impelled by the leaft defire of 
poflefiing Majefy er Omnipotence—what prevented their feizing both 
at Runnemead? They were in arms upon that fpot; neither the 
King with his fix or feven attendants, nor the whole body of the 
Barons, could have refifted them. They obtained, upon that me- 
morable occafion, much more than their Lords did ;—a change from 
flavery to freedom. ‘This they felt to be their native and inherent 
right, and more, they were too wife either to take, or to defire. It 
were well if their pretended friends would imitate their wifdom.’ 

Now, we only beg leave to afk this Gentleman a plain and 
fimple queftion—Suppofe the King had refufed to ratify what 
the people ‘ felt to be their native and inherent right,’ might they 
have taken it without his content ? 

If the people may ¢ feel’ their ‘ right’, they may affert it ; they 
may contend for ic; they may put themlelves in polledfion of it; 
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and they may lodge it in fuch bands as will preferve it moft 
fecurely for their genera! intercit, What then are we difputing 
about ? 

This Writer is not diftinguifhed for confiftency. He over- 
throws in one place, what he labours in the very ‘* fweat of his 
brow” to erc&t in another; and eftablifhes principles in one 
humour of thinking, which in another he is eager to demolith. 

Dr. Price, in the treatife which is here controverted with fo 
much zeal and bitterne{s, {peaking of the queftion between 
Great Britain and the Colonies, fays, ** | have chofen to try it 
by the general principles of civil liberty; and not by the prac- 
tice of tormer times; gr by the charters granted the Colonies.” 
—Again, ** The queftion with all liberal enquirers ought to 
be, not what juri{diction over them, precedents, ftatutes, and 
charters may give; but what reafon, equity, and the rights of 
humanity give.” 

Having produced thefe paflages, the Writer of the Letters be- 
fore us makes the following tragical exclamations : 

¢ All human laws and obligations, which have hitherto been 
thought binding and facred amongit men; every coniideration 
that the wildom of all ages and nations has thought expedient for 
the welfare and happinefs of frail man, are, with the reverend Doc- 
tor, no confiderations at all._—Poifed on the uncumbered pinions of 
“* /pontaneity and /elf- determination,’ he foars above thofe common 
obligations, which have hitherto reitrained the pafiions and the de- 
pravity of mankind; and boldly afferts, that weak and finful crea- 
tures fhould obey no laws, but thofe of their own fuperior fenfe of 
right, jultice, reafon, and truth. 

‘ Were thefe dangerous dottrines {ported merely to ferve a prefent 
purpofe—a temporary, and, perhaps, harmlefs argument, they would 
itll mifbecome fo grave a character: but when they deeply affect the 
property, the happinefs, the welfare, the lives of fo many of his 
countrymen ;—when the blackeft ingratitude is encouraged, and the 
Joule? rebellion fomented by a pen of fuch weight and renown ;— 
when a work, honoured by the fignal approbation of the firft men of 
the firft city in the world, is affiduoufly thrown as a firebrand 
amongft the contending parties, in a contelt of fuch ferious magni- 
tude ;—what expreflions fhall we find, my dear Lord, for fuch a 
condué ?’ 

Who would think a Writer fo fcrupulous on the fubjec of 
ftatutes and charters ; whofe foul fhudders and recoils at the idea 
of infringing on the obligations which arife out of them, could yet 
{peak lightly of them, when they ftand in the way of his plan of 
a parliamentary reform? ¢ The fpecious argument,’ fays he, ¢ of 
the facrednefs of charters, ought to have no weight in this cafe. 
If the chartered right be that of being reprefented, that is cer- 


tainly not taken away by this plan, but juft the reverfe. “If by® 


their charters be meant either an exclufive right of being repre- 
fented,.or that of felling their votes, it muft be fully and de- 
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‘pravity to contend for them. It is the very thing that calls for 
reformation.’ 

We are of the fame opinion; but then we never placed all 
¢ human obligation’ in precedents, fiatutes, or charters. We think 
(and fo moft this Author) that there is foa:ething of a higher tefl, 
and a furer ijue. 

We will conclude this article with a fhort quotation from the 
conclufion of the : 2th Letter: 

‘ It is from the fincerity of my heart, that I declare it as my opi- 
nion,, that more firmnefs of mind, more uprightneis of intention, 
more fagacity, more patriotif{m, and more virtue, never refided in 
the executive power of this realm, than at this day; nor in any ad- 
miniftration to which that power has been delegated. Tis, there- 
fore, is the happy period, in which the nation may expec the 
choicett bleflings.’ 

Thtt the Reader 
gratitude for thele CF 
fit he Yhould know, 
penned\in the year 1 
government was in the 


ay not make a miftake, and transfer his 
ICE BLESSINGS to the wrong object, it is 
vat this eulpgium on adminiftration was 
77—that /p 
ands of L 





















Art. VII. Remarks on the Commutation AS. Addrefled to the 
People of England. Svo. 1s. 6d. Becket. 1785. 


HE pamphlet now before us is intitled to a confiderable 
TT degree of commendation. It is difpaffionate, nervous, 
and econcile; and it breathcs a liberal and patriotic fpirit. If 
the Author does not appear wholly free from party attachment, 
he writes, however, with decency, candour, and an undeviating 
regard to the plain evidence of facis, 

The Writer fets out with obferving, that * Money-bills, like 
the ceins which they collect, if appretiated with accuracy, muft 
be more than fuperficially examined.’ Purfuing the rule laid 
‘down, he ftates the objeéts of the prefent bill, inquires into its 
real as well as probable effeéts, and enlarges on them with free- 
‘dom and impartiality. This aé&t, continues he, * profeffes to 
give an equivalent to government, for an old duty taken off, and 
to the nation for anew duty impofed.’ It is likewife framed 
for the prevention of fmuggling: In which particulars (the 
giving an equivalent to the naticn, and the putting a {tcp to the 
practice of {muggling) it is fhewn to be radically defective. 

He then thoroughly inveftigates, and lays open, the caufes 
which have operated, and which, if perfifted in, muft ever ope- 
Tate, tothe prejudice of an unfufpecting people; particularly the 
combination between Government and the India Company. But 
jet the Author fpeak for himfelf. Adverting to the compenfaticn 
fer the tax impofed on the Public, he thus proceeds - 
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* Now, this equivalent to the nation comprehends two points of 
enquiry; whether the promifed reduction of teas already has been, 
or in future is likely to be, effectual ; and whether, if we fuppofe it 
completely to fucceed, it can in its nature be a full and juft equiva- 
lent for the new duty on windows. And thefe two points I fhall 
trefpafs on your indulgence, to confider in their order. 

* According to this arrangement of the fubject, our attention is 

naturally led, in the firft inftance, to a curfory review of fuch provi- 
fions in the aét, as purport to fecure to the Public the promifed re- 
duétion on teas. And here new evidence will inftantly occur, of a 
continued combination between’ Government and the Company. 
For whatever reftraints this aét lays on the Company, are fo modelled 
as to exclude a poflibility of Jofs to them ; their teas being in future 
to be put up at fuch rates, as, on the common principles of trade, 
would be fufficient for the ultimate profit. While, on the contrary, 
there is no one regulation to enfure the advantages held forth to the 
Public, but every thing is left at the difcretion of the Direétors, to 
enhance the prices of tea, either by the obvious method of fuborn- 
ing fictitious bidders, or the more fecret expedient of creating an 
artificial fcarcity. Befides this, there is a kind of private tax, to the 
amount of fix and a half per cent. directly and abfolutely given to 
the Company, by authorizing the difcontinuance of the eftablihhed 
difeount to the dealer; and by this ftratagem alone they have al- 
ready at only two fales, within the courfe of a few weeks, received 
fixty-fix thoufand pounds more than they would otherwife have done; 
all which difference muft ultimately fall on the aétual confumer.’ 
. Again—‘I prefume it will be admitted on ali hands, that thofe 
houfehalders who are charged with the new rate for windows, are 
precifely the perfons who fhould receive the reciprocal benefit of the 
commutation. But the very reverfe of this is undoubtedly the cafe ; 
they who do not pay the mew window-tax, or indeed any window- 
tax at all, being the only perfons who fhare among them any little 
advantages that have accrued from the agreement. 

* The faéts are thefe—Of the fve different forts of teas confumed 
by the Public, there are shree which are chiefly ufed by thofe wha 
pay the new window-tax ; Congou, Souchong, and Hyfon. Now 
the price of the two former of thefe (which, you will obferve, are 
the moff ufed of the three) has been fo inconfiderably reduced, as ta 
afford nothing like a pecuniary compenfation for the additional win- 
dow-tax, even after making the moft liberal allowance for difficul- 
ties that neceffarily take place on the commencement of any new 
fcheme; and the price of the third fort, Hyfon, which is far the 
deareft, and kaf ated, though rather more reduced, is ftill, however, 
wholly difproportionate to the promifed commutation. 

‘ The only two forts of tea, therefore, where the reduétion of 
price is at all confiderable, are Bohea and Singlo; and thofe are in 

eneral confumed by the lower orders of people only. 

‘ Thefe facts are admitted on all fides. Now, therefore, obferve 
the confequences— They who pay the new tax confume thofe forts 


of tea from which not one-/ixth of the propofed faving arifes—while- 


they who do not pay any window-tax at all, or at moft a fmall 
fraction of it, confume thofe species of tea upon which almoft 
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the whole of the faving, or at leatt upwards of five-fixths of it 


arifes.’ 

Our Readers are left to judge, how far the above paflages 
will fuffice to thew the fallacy of the prefent meafure, confidered 
in the way of commutation. Olur Author, indeed, is of opinion, 
that the aét in queftion is wholly ¢ unjuft in ifs principle ;’ and 
that it muft, confequently, however modified hereafter, be ever 
‘ oppreflive in its operation ;” and in fupport of this opinion, he 
employs a great variety of arguments: but as the limits of our 
Review will not zllow us to give them in detail, we refer the 


Reader to the work. 

The following paflage is equally fpirited and juft : 

‘ Our youthful Rulers would do well to refle& in time, that if 
once the refpect and reverence, which the immediate acts of Govern- 
ment ought always to infpire, are intentionally forfeited by a trea- 
cherous and mean impofition ; it will not be very eafy, either by 
fine fpeeches in Parliament, or by f{preading fine promifes about the 
country, to recover the ineftimable advantages of character and re- 
putation. The detection of inter ited deceit, even in private life, 
finks the reputation, and degrades the character of the individual whe 
practifes it; but, in the wider range of public negotiation, it de- 
mands a more general abhorrence, from the extenfive fufpicion and 
diftruft which it fpreads through the community, and the fubverfion 
of that national confidence, which is the fupport and vital principle 
of our free Conftitution. The times are much too enlightened, and 
the minds of almoft all the people too well informed, to accept of 
mere wordy apologies as an atonement for premeditated and fubs 
ftantial injuttice.’ 

One more extract by way of fhewing our Author’s good- 
humour : 

‘ I have obferved to you, that the window-tax was originally laid 
as 2 criterion of the expence of houfe rent, which was fuppofed to 
be a leading article in general expence ; and you have feen how 
very vague and fallacious it proved as fuch. How much more inac- 
curate, then, mutt it evidently be as acriterion of the particular ex- 
pence in one individual article confumed in houfes? Surely this 
would be prepofteroufly ridiculous, even if that one article were a 
neceffary of life, and univerfally of one and the fame kind and value; 
how much more fo, therefore, as it is @ /uxury as various in its forts 
as in its prices? Arbitrary and abfurd as it would be, to determine 
how many loaves a family confumed, merely by counting the num- 
ber of windows in their dwelling-houfe, yet, fuch an eftimate were 
perfect equity, compared to calculating, on that rule, the quantity 
and quality of the tea that is confumed in the fame houfe ; for, though 
undoubtedly it would be no inconfiderable exercife of revenue cal¢ 
culation, to eftimate the number of mouths in a houfe by its num- 
ber of windows, yet, furely it is ftill a more profound refearch to 
afcertain, by the fame criterion, not only the taftes of thofe feveral 
mouths, but the exaé quotas of their abforption. To clafs the par- 
ticular fenfations of each palate, and to gauge the refpettive capa- 
cities of each ftomach, merely by an ocular infpection of windows, 
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is an effect wholly beyond its natural caufe ; it fuppofes an intuitiye 
faculty fo unknown in the general concerns of life, that we mutt re- 
gard it as a new gift, tranfcending any known power in the philcio- 
phy of finance, and efpecially beftowed on the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to facilitate the diftribution of taxes, in finer ratios, and 
more curious fubdivifions ; or poflibly this new light in revenue 
may refemble that of diftant ftars, as imagined by fanciful aitrono- 
mers, and has inceflantly been travelling towards the Treafury fince 
the firft creation of finance, though it never reached it till the prefent 
moment. It is at leaft another Georgium fidus in taxation, whole 
laws and connection with our fyftem, it was referved for the refine- 
ment of modern fcience to explore and to eftablith.’ 

This pamphlet is evidently the production of an able pen ; 
and as the tax on windows is unquellionably an oppreflive one, 
the Public are obliged to the Author for his hints. We thank 
him in the name of the community ; we thank him too tn our 
own,— for we (fmile as you pleafe, gentle Reader), even we * 


have felt its weight. A B 
6 ? 


Art. VIII. A Tour in the United States of America: containing an 
. Account of the prefent Situation of that Country; the Population, 
Agriculture, Commerce, Cuftoms and Manners of the Inhabitants ; 
Anecdotes of feveral Members of the Congrefs, and General Of- 
ficers in the American Army; and many other very fingular and 
interefting Occurrences. With a Defcription of the Indian Na- 
tions, the general Face of the Country, Mountains, Foretts, 
- Rivers, and the moft beautiful, grand, ‘and picturefque Views 
throughout that vaft Continent. Likewife Improvements in Huf- 
bandry that may be adopted with great Advantage in Europe. 
By J. F. D. Smyth, Efg. 8vo. 2 Vols. 10s. 6d. boards. 
Robinfon, &c. 1784. , 
T a time when the lofs of our Colonies engaves the atten- 
tion, and amufes the fpeculations of the politician and 
the philofopher, any lights that can be thrown on the fubjc&, 
muft, without doubt, be highly gratifying to the curiofity of 
the Public. 
A. work fo extenfive and various as the prefent publication 
profeffes to be; a work that abounds with natural and political 








* We have fomewhere feen, or heard of, an old fatire, insitled 
“© A Poet hath bought a Houfe.”” It is not improbable, therefore, 
when fpeaking of eur windows, but that fome witling, in Sinita- 
tion of the fatirift, may exclaim, ‘‘ a Reviewer hath got a houfe !” 
but we have anticipated the joke. Yes, ftrange as it may appear 
Authors and Critics are in actual pofleflion of houfes. With ref; e€t, 
then, to the Commutation A&, may we not boldly ivieis cur 
opinion ; and, in the prefent inftance (however fallible in other 
matters) be admitted as good and competent judges? Even malice 
matt anfwer—** Jes,” 
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Information ; which unfolds the very fecrets of American in- 
trigue ; purfues rebellion through all its ftages, and deli- 
rieates the characters of its great agents in their private habits of 
life, and in the more fplendid fcenes of public conduct :—fuch 
a work feems, at firft view, to have collected the great mafs of 
American intelligence, and formed it into one regular and coms 
prehentfive fytem. 

We are, however, grown too old to be taken in by title- 
pages ; and experience hath taught us to be guarded againtt pro- 
effions that Kang out long ftreamers. ‘* Pr’ytnee, neighbour,” 
faid the bluat countryman, ** fpeak truth, if thou fpeakeft the 
lefs for it.” 

This book might with great propriety be called ‘* The Ad- 
ventures of Mr. Smyth:” for Mr. Smyth is the great hero of 
the ftory. He is always the prominent figure; and every object 
is fo difpofed as to bring him forward in the moft ftriking point 
of view. : 

Our Adventurer is, it fems, an Evropean. He was induced 
to try his fortune in America as a planter, He leagued wit! 
Government in the late unfortunate contelt; and the zeal of 
loyalty proved the deftruClion of his property. The pretence of 
property hath frequently been the artifice of impofture ; aud we 
are ready to exclaim with the honcft Irifhman—** By Sr, Pa- 
trick, thefe men have loft ten times more than ever they pof- 
fefl2d.””> But we would not extend the obfervation too far; and 
we are willing to give credit to fome of the claimants, and par- 
ticularly to our Author; for the number of very refpectab'e 
fubfcribers, whofe names are prefixed to this publication, niuft, 
furely, guarantee it from the charge of impofture. 

Mr. Smyth arrived-in America in the month of Auguft ; 
he hath neglected to fpecify the year:—an omidion that m: 
poffibly fet future annalifts at variance with one another, an 
create difputes that, like other difputes of equal moment, may 
produce much ill blood, and much watfte of ink. 

Mr. Smyth firft fettles at Williamf{burgh in Virginia, and we 
will feleét his account of a Virginian man of fafltion : 

‘ To give an idea of the manner in which a white man fpends his 
tone in this country, a defcription is neceilary of each degree ii 

ife. 

‘ The gentleman of fortune rifes about nine o'clock ; lie perhaps 
may make an excurfion to walk as far as his ftables to fee his horfes, 
which is feldom more than fifty yards from his houfe ; he returns to 
breakfaft;- between nine and ten, which is genetally tea or coffee, 
bread and butter, and very thin flices of venifon-ham, or hung beef. 
He then lies down on a pallat, on the floor, in the cooleft room in 
the houfe, in his fhirt and trowfers only, with a negro at his head, 
and another at his feet, to fan him, and keep off the flies; between 
twelve and one he takes a draught of bombo, or toddy, a liquor 
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compofed of water, fugar, rum, and nutmeg, which is made weak, 
and kept cool: he dines between two and three, and at every table, 
whatever elfe there may be, a ham and greens or cabbage, is always 
a flanding difh; at dinner he drinks cyder, toddy, punch, port, 
claret, and Madeira, which is generally excellent here : having drank 
fome few glaffes of wine after dinner, he returns to his pallat, with 
his two blacks to fan him, and continues to drink toddy, or fanga- 
ree, all the afternoon: he does not always drink tea; between nine 
and ten in the evening, he eats a light fupper of milk and fruit, or 
wine, fugar, and fruit, &c. and almoft immediately retires to bed, 
for the night ; in which, if it be not furnifhed with mufketoe cur- 
tains, he is generally fo molefted with the heat, and haraffed and 
tormented with thofe pernicious infects the mufketoes, that he re- 
ceives very little refrefhment from fleep. 

‘ This is his general way of living in his family, when he has no 
company’ No doubt many differ from it, fome in one refpect, fome 
in another; but more follow it than do not.’ 

From hence to the 166th page we have an account of Mr. 
Smyth’s rambles through Carolina and Virginia, till his final 
fettlentent on the banks of the Roanoak, interfperfed with de- 
fcriptions of the country, the animals it produces, and the 
manners of the people. The obfervations made by our Author 
on thofe fubjects, though in general juft, are by no means new 
or ftriking: and here let it once for all be noticed, that our 
Author’s remarks on agriculture and natural hiftory are feldom 
fuch as will add any thing to the ftock of ufeful information ; 
or fuch as might have been expected from a man who profefles 
[See the title-page] to teach improvements in hufbandry, which 
all Europe might adopt with advantage. His account of the 
culture of fugar, indigo, &c. &c. are written with confiderable 
detail ; but they are trite and common ; and we believe that he 
hath been more indebted for the information he hath given, 
to thofe who have profeffedly written on the fubje&, than to 
his own knowledge of it. In fhort, we meet with nothing new 
on the fubject of natural hiftory :—nothing that marks the in- 
veftigation of a f{cientific mind; and we were fomewhat fur- 
prifed, that Profeffor Kalm,, though a ftranger, fhould have 
given us elaborate and {pecific accounts of the indigenous plants 
of America, whilft our Author, whofe refidence and employ- 
ment afforded him fuch ample fcope for natural enquiries, fhould 
have neglected to mention them only in the way of a barren 
nomenclature, 

Hitherto (7. e. to. page 166, for we have no date to dire& us 
amidft this wildernefs of events and incidents) the general outline 
of our Author’s life prefents us with nothing worth recordin. He 
{pends it in riding from houfe to houfe (for what purpofe it is not 
always faid, nor can it always be guefled at), and fpeaks highly of 
the hofpitable difpofition of the people whom he vificed, or on 
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whofe protection he was cafually thrown. Hofpitality is un- 
doubtedly a virtue; but, in a country like that which Mr. 
Smyth traverfed, it might be truly faid to be a virtue which 
amply repays itfelf. All countries emerging from a ftate of 
nature, are, in genera!, diftinguifhed for hofpitality: a man 
fecluded from the common intercourfe of human life, amidft the 
deep and dreary forefts of America, will think himfelf abun- 
dantly recompenfed for his civilities to a ftranger, who for a mo- 
ment lets him feel that there are other human beings befides 
himfelf. 

The anecdotes which Mr. Smyth hath given, are not, in ge- 
neral, of a very interefting nature; nor are they related in the 
moft happy manner. In many of them their embellifhments 
feem to be drawn rather from invention than fat; at leaft, they 
read as if they were made for the purpofe: though, while the 
Author’s hand was in, we wifh he had contrived to have made 
them better. 

We pafs over the ftory of the horfe that refufed to eat bacon; 
of the luxurious revenge which our Author enjoyed when he 
faw one man, who had been impertinent to him, rolling in the 
mire; and another, who had cut off the tail and ears of his fa- 
vourite cat, fo frightened by a wonderful contrivance of his 
fertile invention, that he ran away as if the devil had been in him. 
We pafs over his ftory of the rencontre he had with the itine- 
rant preacher, and his fofter ftruggles with the ladies ; for though 
our Author Jaboured very hard to make us laugh, yet fo it hap- 
pened, that we perufed his merry ftories with exally the fame 
difpofition that we read his grave ones; and if ever a laugh 
efcaped us, it was fuch as he did not intend to produce. 

“ Diminutive obfervations,” fays a great author *, ‘* feem to 
take fomething from the dignity of writing.” Private anecdotes, 
however, that tend to develope the characters of diftinguifhed 
men, are always acceptable: and Agefilaus is feen with plea- 
fure on his hobby-horife, as well as at the head of his army. 

We will prefent the Reader with an extraét relative to a fin- 
gular affair, which, for aught we know, may be true. It relates 
toa man, who, if report may be credited, hath denied the au- 
thority of Congrefs, and eftablifhed himfelf among the Indians, 
in a very extraordinary ftate of independence: 

‘ His name,” fays he, ‘is Nathaniel Henderfon; his father is ftill 
alive, a poor man, whofe refidence is in the fettlement of Nutbuth, 
where he was at this time on a vifit. 

* This fon was grown up to maturity before he had been taught to 
read or write, and he acquired thofe rudiments of education, and 
arithmetic alfo, by his own indefatigable induiftry. 
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© He then obtained the inferior office of conftable; from that was 

romoted to the otice of under-fheriff; after this he procured a 
ends to plead as a lawyer, in the inferior or county Courts, and foon 
after in the fuperior, or higheft courts of judicature. 

« Even there, where oratory and eloquence is as brilliant and 
powerful as in Weltminfter-hall, he foon became diftinguifhed and 
eminent, and his fuperior genius fhone forth with great {plendor, 
and univerfal applaufe. 

« He was, at the fame time, a man of pleafure, gay, facetious, 
and pliant; nor did his amazing talents, amd general praife, create 
him a fingle enemy. 

‘ In fhort, while yet a very young man, he was promoted from 
the bar to the bench, and appointed Affociate Chief Judge of the 
province of North Carolina, with a falary adequate to the dignity. 

‘ Even in this elevated ftation, his reputation and renown con- 
tinued to increafe. 

‘ But having made feveral large purchafes, and having fallen 
into a train of expence that his circumftances and finances could not 
fupport, his extenfive genius ftruck out a bolder tract to fortune and 
fame, than any one had ever attempted before him. 

* Under pretence of viewing fome back lands, he privately went 
out to the Cherokee nation of Indians, and, for an infignificant 
eonfideration (only ten waggons loaded with cheap goods, fuch as 
coarfe woollens, trinkets, fome fire-arms, and {pirituous liquors), 
made a purchafe from the chiefs of the nation, of a vaft tract of ter- 
ritory, equal in extent to a kingdom; and in the excellence of cli- 
mate and foil, extent of its rivers, and beautiful elegance of fitua- 
tions,.inferior to none in the univerfe. A domain of no lefs than 
one hundred miles fquare, fituated on the back or interior part of 
Virginia, and of North and South Carolina; comprehending the 
rivers Kentucky, Cherokee, and Ohio, befides a variety of inferior 
rivulets, delightful and charming as imagination can conceive. 

‘ This tranfaction he kept a profound fecret, until fuch time as 
he obtained the final ratification of the whole nation in form. Then 
he immediately invited fettlers from all the provinces, offering them 
land on the moit advantageous terms, and propofing to them like- 
wife, to form a legiflature and government of their own; fuch as 
might be moit couvenient to their particular circumftances of fettle- 
ment. And he inftantly vacated his feat on the bench. 

‘ Mr. Henderfon by this means eftablifhed a new colony, nu- 
merous and refpectable, of which he himfelf was a&tually proprietor 
as well as governor, and indeed legiflator alfo; having framed a code 
of laws, particularly adapted to their fingular fituation, and local cir- 
cumitances., 

‘ In vain did the different governors fulminate their proclamations 
of outlawry againit him and his people: in vain did they offer rewards 
for apprehending him, and forbid every perfor from joining, or re- 
pairing to his fettlement; under the fanétion and authority of a general 
jaw, that renders the formal aflent of the governors and affemblies 
of the different provinces abfolutely neceflary to validate the purchafe 
of any lands from the Indian nations. For this inftance, being the 
act of the Indians themfelves, they defénded him and his colony, 
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being in, faé as a bulwark and barrier between Virginia, as well as 
North and South Carolina and him; his territory lying to the weft- 


ward of their nation. 
‘ I beg leave to obferve, that I do not prefume to undertake his 


juftification, but only admire his enterprifing policy, and the vigour 


and activity of his mind,’ 
‘ Kentucky * is the name of this vaft new fettlement ; of which, and 


of Mr. Henderfon himfelf, our Author gives a more particular account 
in the farther profecution of his Jiinerary; for he paid a vifit to this 
enterprifing genius; by whom he was very hofpitably received. If 
vie miftake not, we have fecn, in fome of the public prints, an 
account, of a later date than the writings of our Author; by which 
it appears, that Mr. Henderfon has met with great fuccefs in the 
eft:blifhment of his territorial acquifitions and power. Mr. Smyth 
has formed an high opinion of the legiflative genius of this extra- 
ordinary perfon; but he feems to think him little qualified for the 
defence of his new dominion, by military exertions. 

Mr. Smyth hath given us a touch of his poetical genius ina 
fet of flanzas, which he hath thought fit to dignify with the 
title of an Ode. It is a fort of a familiar epiftle (not wholly 
deftitue of vivacity), addrefled to a friend; but familiar epiftles 
in verfe, are generally nothing better than plain profe hampered 
with fetters. 

Our Author vifits the country of the Catawbas—a declining 
Indian people; of whom, as well as of the other Indian nations, 
he fays nothing either new or interefting. His account of the 
mode of travelling by dazed trees is fingular ; and when we read 
his defcription of that frightful fpe€tre, that fo long haunted the 
fleeping and the waking hours of our military macaronies, a 
back-wood-rifie-man, and compared it with his account of the 
Virginian, we were led into a train of fpeculations on that form 
of government which is, it feems, to blend the independent 
States of America by one common cement, and reduce them to 
one centre of union. But we will proceed with our traveller. 

On vifiting the Moravian fettlements, he gives fome account 
of that fingular fociety ; but we think feveral particulars which 
he relates, are too much founded in cafual report, to warrant 
our producing any extraét from it, by which the character of a 
fober, induftrious, and inoffenfive people might, perhaps, fuf- 
fer through mifreprefentation,—whether intended or not. 

Mr. Smyth crofles the Ararat mountains, and gives a lively 
defcription of the profpect from the fummit. It is indeed fub- 
limely wild and favage! But thefe American profpe€ts are per- 
haps more calculated to fill the mind, than to pleafe the fight. 
Rivers whofe expanfe the eye cannot comprehend ; forefts, fa- 
vannahs, and ‘* defarts idle +,” ftretching through an immea- 
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furable extent, elevate the ideas of thofe who read defcriptions 
of their dreary horror or wild fublimity in the clofet; but pre- 
fent to the traveller a dull and lifelefs uniformity, which wearies 
the eye, and fatigues the mind. 

Defcending into the vales, our traveller found himfelf en- 
tangled in a tracklefs foreft. Night overtook him, and all the 
horrors of deftruétion furrounded him. In this dreadful fitua- 
tion he was relieved—not by a fortunate fpell, though a knight 
of romance was never in a more woeful plight, and never more 
needed the affiftance of a magic wand—but by a good honeft 
planter, of the name of Hart, who, if not a conjurer, was 
fomething better; and perhaps not the worfe man for being 
only, as Mr, Smyth fays, * a/mof an accomplifhed and complete 
gentleman.” Tantum non—as the Latins fay ! 

After this laft adventure, our hero thinks it neceflary, in order 
to give more intereft and effect to the piece, to introduce a 
heroine. For this good purpofe, he fets the foft heart of little 
Betfy Bailey in a flutter; then pruning its feathers, teaches it 
to fly to his bofom, and there neftle its gentle head. This 
belle fauvage had barely attained her 15th year, but fhe was 
prompt to learn the leffon of love; and indeed fhe muft have 
been very dull, if fhe had not made rapid improvements under 
a mafter fo qualified to inftruct ! 

Mr. Smyth taught her love; and Jove taught her fortitude. 
Beftriding her fteed, our a/mo/f infant heroine follows her al- 
moft recreant knight, and crofling the rapid Dan, like another 
Britomart, accompanies her lover deep in the fylvan fhades. 
Here the knight of the doub/e countenance quits the difconfolate 
maid, and pufhes on in queft of new adventures. He had, it 
feems, repeatedly received accounts of the depredations of the 
Indians ; but nothing could fhake his courage, or check his are 
dour. At length, after another bewildered ramble in the woods, 
he lights at once on a party of thofe very Indians whofe cruel- 
ties had fpread fuch terror through the country. Thefe In- 
dians had vowed the deftruction of every white man that fhould 
fall in their way; yet, they not only received our hero with 
courtefy, but entertained him in the moft friendly manner, and 
even gave him directions to facilitate his journey. He met with 
avery different reception at a fort, where a number of wretched 
back fettlers had fled for fhelter. In vain did he petition for 
admittance. His requeft was denied on all fides. Having found 
fupplication of no avail, he tried the efficacy of another expe- 
dient. In fhort, he threatened to fet fire to the fort, unlefs they 
immediately threw open the gates tohim. The menace had 
its effet. “They all furrendered at difcretion, and our hero 
“made his entry in triumph ! 
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Nothing can be imagined greater than this. The idea, 
however, of fetting fire to a fort is not altogether original. 
Something of the fame fort was done by the fox to the eagle’s 
neft; and our hero’s glory fuffers fome degree of diminution, 
becaufe it hath been fhared by another. 

Leaving the fort, Mr. Smyth arrives at Mr. Henderfon’s 
famed fettlement, at Kentucky, without a fingle adventure 
worth recording. The defcription of one new fettlement is the 
defcription of all. 

Here our adventurer embarks on the Ohio, and failing down 
the Miffiffippi, and round Cape Florida, he arrives at Auguf- 
tine. Thence he purfues his journey, through Georgia 
to Charleftown, and then back to Virginia. We meet with 
little in his excurfion that is much calculated to amufe or inte- 
reft the Reader. The chief part of it confifts in a dry geo- 
_ graphical detail of that wafte of water which difcharges itfelf 

into the Gulf of Florida. His account of Di/mal Swamp is in- 
deed curious, and will entertain moft Readers. | 

In bis laft excurfion, previous to the breaking out of the 
American war, he vifited Chotank, in Virginia; a place no 
otherwife diftinguifhed, than for having given birth to the cele- 
brated Commander of the American army, General Wafhing- 
ton, whofe character is thus drawn by our Author: 

‘In this place Mr. George Wafhington was born, who has become 
fomewhat diftinguifhed for being at the head of an inaétive timid 
army, which never performed a gallant exploit, yet have fucceeded in 
their purfuits far beyond even their moft fanguine expeétations or 


hopes. 

Y Genstel Wathington is defcended from a family of good repute, 
in the middle rank of life, now refiding in this fettlement of Chotank, 
every individual planter throughout this numerous and extenfive 
fettlement being actually related to him by blood. 

‘ He received a common, but by no means a liberal education, and 
made the principal part of his fortune by marriage, although he has 
no children to inherit it. 

‘ Mrs. Wafhington is of a family named Dandridge, fome of whom 
formerly were officers in the royal navy, and was the widow of Col. 
Cuftos, who pofleffed an immenfe fortune in Virginia, and having 
two children by her, left her his fole executrix, as well as guardian to 
his children. 

‘ By this marriage Mr. Wafhington obtained poffeffion of the whole 
of Cuftos’s largeeftates. Being remarkable for economy, induftry, 
and good management, he foon acquired a fortune for himfelf nearly 
equal to that of Cuftos. 

‘ And, in the former war having been an officer in the Virginia 
regiment, the command of which at length devolved on him, being 
fenfible, cool, and very popular, the command of the American army 
was offered to him for two reafons; firft, becaufe he was the only 
penis man then known, either calculated to command, or proper to 

e entrufted therewith; and the next reafon was, becaufe thereby 
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they fecured the attachment of the whole colony of Virginia, the moft 
extenfive, the richeft, and the moft powerful of all the provinces. 

‘Mr. Wafhington has uniformly cherifhed and fted fattly purfued 
an apparently mild, ft fteady, but a{piring line of condudt, ae views of 
the higheft ambition, under the moft ipecious and effestval of all 
cloaks, “that of moderaticn, which he has invariably appeared to pro- 
fefs. This has been evinced by a multitude of inftances, but parti- 
cularly by his accepting th continuance of the chief command of the 
American army, after the Congrefs h ad fuddenly deciared for Inde- 
pendence, of which meafure he always before afieSted to difapprove, 
and on that account pretended to be inclined to ref fign the command, 
ap intention of all others the moft diltant from his mind. 

‘ His total want of generous fentiments, and even of common hu- 
manity, has appeared notor: foufly in many inflances, and in none 
more than his facrifice of the meritorious, but unfortunate Major 
And ive 

45 a General he is equally Hable to cenfure, which is well known 
even toevery intelligent Frenchman who has been in America, as well 


ate 


As to every perion whatfoever who has had any opportunity of ob- 


ferving his military operations: nor during his } lige has he ever per- 
4 


formed a finele aétien that could entitle him to the leatt fhare of 
merit or prai le, ouch lels of glory. 

‘ But as 2 politician he has certainly ciftinguifhed } himic! If; having, 
by his polit ‘eal manceuvres, and his cautious plaufible management, 
railed himfelf to a degree of eminence in his own country unrivalled, 
and of ¢: onfid erable lability. 

* However, in his private charac er he has alwavs been refpeCtable, 
and | highly efeemed ; and has fap sported a name fair and worthy. 

This portrait is in fome re: pects drawn with fidelity, though 
it is evident that the p preguciocs of party nave given it tos ftrong 
wfhace. ‘Truth feems to have extorted fomewhat, in juftice to 
a character which malignity wanted to traduce. 

We wifh the Author had foftenecd the acrimony of his ftyle 
in the (ublequent part of his work. ‘Truth hath not the lefs 
cirect when accompanied by candour ; and a writer may dif- 
cover both zeal and fpirit, withouc running into abufe. Had 
our Author written with more mac, 20 he would have 
gained greater credit. Many perfons are ftill poll: fled with the 
idea of the cruelty of the Britith tro Ops, and baer clemency of 
the Americans ; and when they read of the barbarities exercifed 
on our {cldiers, who were fo unfortunate as to become prifoners of 
war ;— when they read of a man, in the high rank of a General, 
loaded with irons, and thrown into a dungeon, they may be led 
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* For the falfehood of this refiction on Mr Wathington’s charac- 
ter, we appeal to the uniform teitimony of all the Britith officers who 
have ferved in America duriag the late unfortunate ftruggle between 
the two countries, to De: nothing of the unbounded praiies which the 
Americans themfelves b itow on their favourite hero, becaufe they 
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to attribute thefe ftories to a mind perverted by malice, of 
darkened by adverfity and difappointment. We, however, en- 
tertain no doubts of many of the more fhameful facts related by 
our Author: and when party and prejudice fhall fubfide, the 
faithful page of hiftary will record them without exaggeration. 

Mr. Smyth’s fubfequent perils, and fufferings, cannot be 
read without confiderable emotion, They are, however, fo in- 
timately blended with characters and fituations, about which 
even perfons on the fpot have formed different opinions, that we 
can only exprefs our pity for him in general terms. The effect 
we deplore very fincerely; but we can pronounce no judgment 
in a caufe where fo many, who had better opportunities of ex- 
amining into it, differ fo widely, and decide fo varioufly. 

On the whole, though this performance by no means anfwers 
the high expectations defigned to be raifed by the title-page, yet 
thofe who only wifh to know enough of America, and its late 
revolutions, to enable them to join in the converfation of the day, 
may here be fupplied with information that may poffibly be 

t \ é e 
fufficient to anfwer that end B, y ollied 





Art. IX. Dr. Priefley’s Letters to the Archdeacon of St. Alban’s, 
Part II. concluded. See Rev. for December. 


N the introductory Letter, our Author hath given fo exact a 
delineation of the general fpirit which runs through and 
connects the whole feries, and it is at the fame time fo good a fpe- 
cimen of his mode of conducting a controverfy with writers, 
who owe too much to truth and to themfelves to deal more in 
flattery than argument, that we had fome thoughts of prefenting 
it entire to gur Readers. But reflecting that every page of our 
Keview is too precious to be thrown away in wafte, amidft fo 
many urgent calls for better employment, we dropped our de- 
fign ; and inftead of the whole letter, we have only room to in- 
troduce the firft fentence. 

‘ At length you have condefcended to gratify my wifhes, and 
have favoured me wich a feries of Letters in anfwer to mine: but as 
they are written with a degree of ix/olence, which nothing in your 
fituation or mine can juftify, and indicate a temper that appears to 
me to be very far from being the moft proper for the difcaffion of 
hiftorical truth, I fhall confider myfelf in this anfwer, as writing, not 
fo much to you, as to the candid part of the Public, to whom our 
correfpondence is open: and I have no doubt but that I fhall be able 
to fatisfy all who are qualified to judge between us, that your igno- 
rance of the fubjet which you have undertaken to difcufs is equal to 
your ix/olence, and therefore that there is no great reafon to regret 
that a have formed a refolution to appear no more in this con- 
roverfy, 


This 














—— 











122 Prieftley’s Letters to Hor/ley, Part IL. 


? 

This is well-bred language; and fhews the urbanity of the 
Gentleman, juft as much as it doth the meeknefs of the Chriffian, 
At the conclufion of this letter, our Author fcrews himfelf into 
a ceremonious referve; changes the familiarity of * Dear Sir’ 
into the diftant formality of * M/r. Archdeacon,’ and * Rev. Sir ;’ 
and apologizes for calling himfelf Dr. Horfley’s humble fer- 
vant, * merely becaufe cuftom authorizes the form.’ ‘This let- 
ter may be entitled the chapter of civility ; and we fuppofe, that in 
thofe times to which Dr, Prieftley looks forward with fo much 
complacency, his difciples will draw from it the canons of contro- 
verfial politene/s. ‘The'world is not yet prepared for fuch a revo- 
lution in the forms cf good breeding. But the period which to- 
tally alters our common faith, may deftroy our common manners 
alfo. 

Letrer II. Of the Doétrine of the firf? Ages concerning the 
Perfon of Chrift. 

r. Horfley brings what ‘he calls a ** pofttive proof that the 
divinity of Chrift was the belief of the firft Chriftians” from the 
Epiftile of Barnabas. Dr. Prieftley confiders the ground of the 
Archdéacon’s *¢gonfidence’ on this head as ¢ very uncertain and 
precarious. ‘* The Epiftle,’ fays he, ‘ is evidently interpolated.’ 
The proof of the interpolation is fomewhat curioufly conducted. 
© Two paflages in the Greek, which affert the pre-exiftence of 
Chrift, are omitted in the ancient Latin verfion of it. And can 
it be fuppofed, that that verfion was made in an age in which 
fuch an omiffion was likely to be made ?’—Let this be granted. 
But the paflage on which Dr. Horfley laid the greateft ftrefs is 
in the Latin verfion, Very true. But as the correfponding 
paflage in the Greek is wanting, Dr. Prieftley thinks himfelf at 
full liberty to reject that al/r, That he may not complain of 
unfair treatment, we will produce his reafon in his own words : 
© Can it,’ fays he, * be thought at a'l improbable, that if ome 
perfon interpolated the Greek, another fhould make as free with 
the Latin verfion ?’ 

As there is no pafiage in the Epiftle of Clemens but what 
Dr. Prieftley can perfectly accommodate to his fcheme, he is 
content that it fhould be confidered as genuine and uncorrupted, 
Not fo the Epiftles of Ignatius. He allows them to have a 
ground of antiquity; but doubts not of their having been inter- 

lated in all thofe places which mention the divinity of Chrift, 

Ler. UI. Of the Nazarenes and Ebjionites. 

From Epiphanius he attempts to prove, that they both agreed 
in maintaining the proper humanity of Chri/?. 

To the opinion of Mofheim, produced by the Archdeacon, 
that there was a difference between the two feéts, becaufe the 
made ule of two different Gofpels, Dr. Prieftley oppofes the deci- 
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fion of the learned Jeremiah Jones *, who afferted, that the fame 
Gofpel was ufed by both; and that though thefe ancient fects 
went under different names, yet they feem only to have differed 
in this, that the Ebionites had made fome additions to this old 
Nazarene fyftem. The learned and ingenious tranflator of Mo- 
fheim maintains the fame opinion; and Dr. Prieftiey produces 
a paflage from Jerom to confirm it. 

Dr. Prieftley will not give up the paflage in Jerom, about 
which fo much hath already been faid. ‘I fee no reafon,’ fays 
he, * to be diffatisfied with my interpretation of it.’ Nor the 
Reviewer with his. It hath been proved, that Dr. Prieftley’s 
interpretation is not only wrong, but abfurd. It totally deftroys 
the force of Jerom’s argument, and makes the learned Father 
talk impertinently, and inconfiftently. ‘ How could Jerom,’ 
fays our Author, ‘ call thefe highly orthodox Jews, as you 
fuppofe, not Chriffians, merely becaufe they ufed the ceremonies 
of the law of Mofes ??—It is not our bufinefs, nor is it the 
Archdeacon’s, to anfwer this queftion. We are not defending 
his uncharitablenefs; we are only producing his teffimony. It 
was his opinion, that their adherence to the Mofaic law de- 
ftroyed the virtue of their orthodoxy, It was on this very point 
that the argument turned ; and it is only on the fuppofition of 
the foundnefs of their faith, that his argument could have any 
weight or any confiftency.—But we have faid enough on this 
fubject already ; and till Dr. Prieftley hath fairly anfwered it 
(which he hath not), we fhall remain perfectly fatisfied with our 
own interpretation. 

Dr. Horfley appealed to fome great modern authorities to fup- 
port his hypothefis, relating to the difference between the Nae 
zarenes and Ebionites; and among the reft to Grotius. Dr. 
Prieftley having examined Grotius, becaufe his authority was 
© the moft refpectable,’ triumphs over his learned antagonift 
with all the airs of contemptuous exultation ; and fays, © i find 
him [Grotius] entirely failing you, and faying no fuch thing as 
you afcribe to-him.’ He then quotes a paflage from the great 
writer, in which nothing definite is faid of the opinions of the 
Nazarenes, but only that they were genuine defcendants of 
thofe who firft, in Paleftine, embraced the Chriftian faith. * Now 
this,’ fays Dr. Prieftley, rather flippantly, ¢ is nothing more than 
I have repeatedly faid myfelf.’ 


* It deferves, however, to be noticed, that this Mr. Jeremiah 





Jones, in a tract written againft Whifton, intitled, 4 Vindication of 


the former Part of St. Matthew’s Gofpel, and publifhed but a few 
years before his death, afferts exprefsly, that ‘‘ the NazarENgS 
and Esionires were certainly two different fe@s, and not the fame 
perfons, as Mr. Toland, according to bis OLD WAY OF BLUNDERING, 
would have them to be.” Vindic. p. 184, 185. — 
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Dr. Prieftley unfortunately looked into the wrong place; 
nor did be difcover his miftake till his Letiers were printed, and 
fhewn to fome of his friends. A paflage was then pointed out 
to him in the fecond volume of Grotius’s works (p. 5-), in 
which he {peaks of the Nazarenes, as ** holding the commen faith 
of other Chriflians with refpecé to Chrifl, which the Ebionites did 


>» 


wot. 
This is the text; and we never read a clearer. Now for Dr. 


Pricitley’s comment ; which, we think, is an admirable {pecimen 
of that mode of explanation which hath been applied to texts of 
higher moment and authority. 

* But as the opinion of the Ebionites (fays he, in the Appendix), 
of which Grotius is there {pea king, was, that Chrift was the fon of 
foe ph all that that can be inferred from the paflage, is, that, in 

is opinion, the Nazarenes differed from the Ebionites hy believing 
the doétrine of the miraculous conception. By the ceormmon faith of 
Chriflians, in that early age ({uppoting him to have had a view to the 
doétrine concerning Ch: ‘ult, move exteniively coniiderec), Grotius, no 
doubt, meant his own opinion, which was far from that igh ortha- 
doxy, which Dr. Horfley afcribes to the Nazarenes. 

¢ Grotius alfo fays, that ‘* it is well obferved by Sulpitius Seve- 
yus, that all the Jewifh Chriftians till the time of Be an, held that 
Chrift was God, though they oblerved the law of Mofes,” in the 

affage which I have guoted from him, p. 41. But the fenfe in 
which Grotius underitocd the term God in this place, mutt be explained 
by his own fentiments concerning Chnit. As to Sulpitius himfelf, 
Re muft be confidered as having faid nothing more than, that ‘¢ al- 
moft all the Jews at Jerufalem were Chrutians 1s, though they ob- 
ferved the law of Moies.” This writer’s mere affertton, that the 
Jewith Chriiiians held Chrift to be God, ia the proper gente of the 
word, unfupported by any reafons for it, is even lefs to be regarded 
than that of £ Eufebius.’ 

We leave our Readers to make their own remarks on this 
quotation. 

Ler. IV. Of the /uppofed orthodox Fewifh Church at Ferufalem, 
and of the Veracity of Orizen. 

Dr. Horfle y {peaks of a church of orthodox ews, who had 
abandoned the law of Mofes, and refided at Jerufalem fubfe- 
quent to the time of Adrian, Dr. Priefiley obferves, that this 
bypothefts hath no fupportin ancient ecclefiaftical hiftory, and that 
the Archdeacon hatn only improved on the error of Mofheim, 
who, in order to defend it, was driven to the necefiity of taxing 
ghe veracity of Origen. 

Ler. V. Of He ere/y in the ea rlie/? Times. 

Dr. Prieftley takes his old ground, and goes round the fame 
circle: ealy jut tleppi ing ouc of it to call in “Polycarp and Iona- 
tius to his affiftance. * They tpcak of kerefy and heretics with 
great indignation, we it Is Aiden: to every perfon who is at all 
acquainted with the hiftory, learning, and language of thofe 
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times, and of the fubfequent ones, that Tenatius had no perfons 
sn his eye but the Gnoftics only. Pearfon (who, in the judg- 
ment and on the indubitable and decifive authority of Dr. Prieft- 
ley, was not at all acquainted with the hiftory, learning, and 
language of thofe times and of the fubfequent ones )—* Pearfon 
fays, that Ignatius refers to the doctrine of the Ebionites in his 
Epiltle to Polycarp, and in thofe to the Ephefians, the Mag- 
nefians and the Philadelphians ; but (fa;s our Author) I find xo 
uch referenccs in them, except, perhaps, two pafjages, which may 
eafily be fuppofed ta have been altered, BECAUSE, when corrected by 
an Unitarian, nething is wanting to the evident purpoe of the writer : 
whereas his ceniures of the Gnoitics are frequent and copious, 
fo that no perfon can pretend to leave them out, without mates 
rially injuring the Epiitles.? Oh! Jnterpalation, what haft thou 
to an{wer for! 

Let. VI. Of the Sentiments of Fuffia Martyr, Irenaeus, and 
Clemens Alexandrinus, concerning [Herefy. 

Every thing of confequence in this Letter, and alfo in Let, 
VII. Of the State of Here/y in the Time of Tertullian, hath been 
advanced and examined before; and we fhall not repeat what 
hath been fo amply difcuiled already. 

Dr. Horfley is accufed of a grofs blunder in tranflation. ¢I 
complain,’ fays Dr. Prieftley, ‘ of the degree of fimplicity, or as 
you call it, hupidity, with which you charge thefe Unitarians. 
Tertullian calls them /dictz, which you render ideots; and this 
you have the affurance to call an exact tranflation. You tay, 
that I confult only the ordinary lexicons, (Pray, Sir, in what 
lexicon, ordinary or extraordinary, did you find this fenfe of 
the term :dicta in Latin, or sdswiag in Greek ? I will venture to 
fay, that it properly figniftes an unlearned man, or a perfon that 
hath not had a darned or liberal education. But fuch perfons 
may have as good fenfe as thofe who have had that advantage, 
and may judge as truly of the great principles of religion.as the 
moft learned.’ Very triumphantly decided again! Let us, hows 
ever, try the original by Dr. Prieftley’s tranflation, ‘* Simplices 
enim, nec dixerim imprudentes et idiote, &c. i.e. * Simple 
perfons, not to call them... unlearned,” &c. Now, why not 
call them unlearned after he had called them fimple? Is it not 
clear, that by smprudentes and idicta, he meant fomething more 
defpicable than by fimplices? and if he thought contemptibly of 
the underftandings (for he certainly did) of the latter, did not 
the former prefent to him ideas ftill more degrading ?—Try the 
paflage by itfelf, and there will be no cccadion to appeal to a 
dictionary ; though, if it refted on fuch an appeal, Dr. Priefley 
would find it decreed againft him by all the lexicogranhers and 
.all the grammarians. 

Ler,.VIII, Of Origen’s Idea of Herefy, 
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¢ No man took more pains to inculcate the doétrine of the 
Logos than Origen, and be thought meanly of thofe Chriftians 
who did not adopt it, confidering them as of an inferior rank ; 
but I believe he never claffes them with heretics: and whenever 
he fpeaks of heretics in general, he, as well as all preceding 
writers, evidently had a view to the Gnoftics only.’ ‘* The 
multitude of believers” (i.e. the great mafs or body) ** are in- 
ftructed’’ (fays Origen) ** in the fhadow of the Logos, and not 
in the true Logos of God, which is in the open heaven.” From 
this, and another paflage of the fame import, Dr. Prieftley in- 
fers, that ‘ Chrift’s being any thing more than a man, who was 
crucified and rofe from the dead, ftaggered and offended the 
common people. This (fays he) could never have been the 
cafe, if it had been fuppofed to be the doctrine of the Apoftles, 


and to have been delivered by them as the moft effential article 


of the Chriftian faith. .... In the language of Origen, it had 
been the corporeal Gofpel only, and not this /piritual and my/le- 
rious one, that they had been taught.’ 

Let. 1X. Of the Light in which the Unitarians were confidered 
in later Ages; and of the State of the common People at all Times. 

Dr. Prieftley fays, that * whatever might be the opinion of 
the more learned Chriftians, and of courfe, that of the writers, 
the bulk of the common people were not brought to a belief, or 
rather a profeffion of the doctrine of the Trinity, till a pretty 
late period ; and that if they did not of themfelves leave the 
communion of the orthodox, and raifed no difturbance in the 
church, they were connived at. In fact, they were confidered 
by the more learned as fimple, ignorant people, who knew no 
better... .. This muft have been the cafe with the os woAdos, the 
many, or multitude of Athanafius, This writer, confidering 
the violence of his charaéter, fpeaks of the Unitarians with a 

ood deal of tendernefs.’——Athanafius’s words are, ‘* They may 
readily obtain forgivenefs, if they repent, alledging the weak- 
nefs of the flefh.” : 

* Gregory Nazianzen alfo reprefents the common people as 
excufable for their errors, and fafe, from not being difpofed to 
{crutinize into things. 

* I have alfo obierved many inftances in writers fo late as 
Chryfoftom, who, notwithftanding the prevalence of a different 
mode of treating Unitarians, ufe the term heretics in its ancient 
and proper fenfe for Gno/fics only. 

© Cyril of Jerufalem complains of heretics, both Unitarians 
and Arians, in the bofom of the church.’ Cyril’s words are the 
following : ‘* Now there is an apoftacy: for men have departed 
from the faith: fome confounding the Son with the Father; 
others daring to fay that Chrift was created out of nothing. 

Formerly 
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Formerly heretics were open ; but now the church is full of con- 


3? 


cealed heretics,” xexpuppevev cipelixnwy. 
Of what fervice Cyril’s conceffion relating to heretics, fo bid- 


den and difguifed as to elude detection, can poffibly be to Dr. 
Prieftley’s hypothefis, we know not. But we are equally ata 
lofs to difcover the ufe of the other teftimonics which he adduces 
in {upport of it; for, in our view, they all confirm the contrary 
argument. 

Let. X. Of the Quotation from Athanafius. 

From the extreme caution which both Athanafius and Chry- 
foftom confefs the Apoftles were obliged to ufe, in order to re- 
concile the Jews to the doétrine of Chrift’s divinity, our Au- 
thor infers, that Dr. Horfley muft certainly be miftaken in fup- 
poting that the Jews were always fully perfuaded that their 
Meffiah was to be God, equal to the Father. * From the ac- 
knowledgment which thefe orthodox Fathers could not help 
virtually making (for certainly they would not do it unne- 
ceflarily any more than yourfelf), that there were great num- 
bers of proper Unitarians in the age of the Apoftles; it feems 
not unreafonable to conclude, that there were great numbers 
of them in the age immediately following, and in their own ; 
and their knowledge of this might be an additional reafon for 
the opinion, that they appear to have formed of that preva~- 
lence in the apoftolic age. Would thofe Fathers have granted 
to their enemies, fpontaneoufly, and contrary to truth, that 
the Jews were ftrongly prepoflefled againft the doctrine of the 
divinity of Chrift, and that the Unitarians were a formidable 
body of Chriftians while the Apoftles were living, if it had been 
in their power to have denied the faéts? The confequence of 
making thefe acknowledgments is but too obvious, and mutt 
have appeared fo to them, as well as it now does to you, 
which makes you fo unwilling to make it after them.’ From 
the whole, our Author infers, that os Iedaios muft be a ge- 
neral term, including Jews of every defcription, believing and 
unbelieving. —We have already fhewn how the fuppofition over- 
throws itielf; and by proving too much, in fact, proves nothing. 
We have precitely the fame opinion of this paflage’ that we had in 
the beginning; and the fame opinion too of Dr. Prieftley’s 
© management’ of it. 

Ler. X!. Of the Time when Chrift began to be confidered as 
God ; and of the Opinion of the ancient and modern Fews with re 
[pect to the Meffiah. 

© That the Jews, favs Dr. Prieftley, only expeéted a man for 
their Meffiab, is clearly fuppofed by Juftin Martyr, and all the 
Chriftian Fathers.’ Dr. Horfley, who maintains, that the Fews 
had notions of a Trinity, and expeciéd the fecond Perfon, whom they 
called the Logos, to com: as the Meffiah, refers Dr. Prieftley to a 
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traét publithed on this fubjec&t by Dr. Peter Allix, and recom- 
mends it to him to perufe it with attention before he publifhes 
his intended view of the doctrines of the firft ages concerning 
Chrift. Dr. Pricftley expreffes his obligations for the Arch- 
deacon’s kindnefs in putting him in mind of his work, in the 
following manner: 

‘ When my ftock of amufement from the writings of Bifhop Bull 
is exhaufted, which is by no means the café at prefent, I may per- 
haps throw away a few fhillings on this Dr. Allix*. In the mean 
time, without entering into a large difcuffion on the fubject, I hall 
only afk you a queftion or two relating toit, and you may anfwer me 
out of Dr. Allix, if you pleafe. Inform me then, if you can, how our 
Saviour could poflibly, on your idea, have puzzled the Jewifh Doétors, 
as he did, reducing them to abfolute filence, by afking them how 
David could call the Meffiah his Lord, when he was his fon, or de- 
fcendant? For if they had themfelves been fully perfuaded, as you 
fuppofe, that the Meffiah, though carnally defc.nded from David, 
was in faét the Maker and the God of David, and of them all, 2 
very fatisfattory anfwer was pretty obvious.’ 

Dr. Prieftley argues this point with great fhrewdnefs from 
the conceffions of Chryfoftom and Facundus; and ftrengthens 
his remarks by the teftimony of Bafnage, and the declarations 
of a modern Jew, to whom the do&trine of the Trinity was as 
great a ftumbling block as the crofs of Chrift was to his ancef- 
tors.—We fuppofe, however, that the learned Rabbi hath over- 
come the difficulty, having been baptized in the Romifh com- 
munion, and admitted as a teacher of the Hebrew language into 
a college at Nants. 

Let. XII. Of the Perfonification of the Loges. 

Dr. Prieftley declares, that he * {peaks within compafs,’ when 
he fays, that he ‘can produce hundreds of paflages which prove, 
in the cleareft manner, that the divinity which the orthodox Chrift- 
ians afcribed to Chrift was the very fame principle which had confti- 
tuted the Wi/dom and other powers of God the Father; and that the 
generation of the Son was the commencement of the ftate of aual perfo- 
nality of the Logos, whether in time, as fome thought, or from all 
eternity, as others; which latter was afterwards received as the efta- 


blifhed doétrine. This was evidently agreeable to the principles of 


thofe Platonifts, from whom Philo and thofe Chriftian Fathers de- 
rived their opinion; and if you deny this, a child, as you call me, in 
Platonifm (which however does not, I hope, prevent me from being a 
man in Chriftianity), I fhall be able, as you will fee in my larger 
work, to teach you what you are at prefent ignorant of with re{pect 
to it. If this kind of literature be your home, I muft fay that you 
have been a confiderable time from home, and that you are at pre- 
fent unacquainted with feveral apartments in your own houfe. I 


— 


* Some account of Dr. Allix’s opinion, and alfo of the confuta- 


tion of it by Prideaux and epee, may be feen in Mr. Lind/ey’s 
Apology, p. 88. Notes 





5 fhalt 














Pricttley’s Letters to Horfley, Part Il. 129 


fhall then wait upon you at this houfe of yours, and endéavour to 
point them out to you.’ . 

‘© Gentle Dulnefs ever loves a ‘Foke. 
But when fome men attempt to be witty, we are reminded of 
Horace’s optat ephippia bos piger, and would advife them to re- 
turn to the Jabour for which they were made. 

Dr. Prieflley vindicates Laétantius from a charge brought 
againft him by Dr. Horfley. The latter had incautioufly faid, 
that the eloquent Father had afcribed a beginning io the exiftence of 
God. * Candidly conftrued, however, Lactantius may, per 
haps, be faid only to have ufed an improper expreffion (namely 
that God made him/eif), meaning no more than we do when we 
fay, that God is /zif-exiflent.’ We are happy to coincide with 
Dr. Prieftley in this exculpation of a writer, of whofe claffical 
talents we, however, entertain a much higher opinion, than of 
his metaphyfical acutenefs or theological accuracy. 

Let. XIII. Ccnfiderations relating to the Doétrine of the Tri- 
nity. 

This Letter is written partly with a view to © amufe,’ and 
partly to ¢ in‘truct,’ the Reader. ‘The amufement lies in an at- 
tempt, ingenioufly condudted, to prove Dr. Horfley * not per- 
fecily orthodox.’ 

‘© Tt is [port to fee the engineer hai? with bis own petar.” © For 
befides ({ays Dr. Prieitley) your virtual difapprobation of the 
damnatory claufe in the Athanafian creed, you allow a real /x- 
periority in the Father... . This is certainly not the orthodoxy 
that took place after the Council of Nice, and that of the*Atha- 
nafian creed,’ 

From the Archdeacon’s definition of the Trinity, his anta- 
gonift charges him with § as palpable a contradidion as it is in the 
power of man to form an idea of.’ it mult be acknowledged, 
he hath placed it in a very {trong leht, 

Let. XIV. Of Prayer ta Chri/t. 

© We have no authority, either by in/fru&icns or examples of {crip- 
ture, to pray to any other than that one God to whom Chrift himfe/f 
prayed in his aMfiiction.’ . . § ‘To conclude, as you have done, from the 
fingle cafe of Stephen, that all Chrifians are authorifed to pray to 
Chrift, is like concluding that all matter has a tendency to go up- 
wards, becaufe a needle will do fo, when a magnet is held over it. 
When you fhall be in the fame circum!tances with Stephen, having 
‘your mind ftrongly imprefled with a vifion of Chrift fitting at the 
right hand of God, you may then, perhaps, be authorifed to addrefs 
yourfelf to him as he did; but the whole tenor of the Scriptures 
proves, that, otherwife, you have no authority at all for any fuch 
practice.’ 

_ Ler. XV. Of the Unitarian Principles with refpe@ to Mas 
hometanif{m and Infidelity. 

‘ Your curious account of ‘* the negociation regularly opened 
on the part of the Englifh Unitcrians in the reign of Charles the 
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Second, ‘with the Ambaffador of the Emperor of Morocco,” for 
which you quote Dr. Leflie, was probably an invention of his, fimi- 
lar to thofe of yours in thefe Letters, and calculated to an{wer a 
fimilar purpofe. As it is a fale bufine/s, it may be fuflicient to give 
a flale anfwer to it; and therefore, without examining into the 
hiltory of what paffed in the reign of Charles the Second, I fhall 
content myfelf with copying what Mr. Emlyn faid in anfwer to it, 


which is as follows: 
‘«* As to your rarity of the addrefs to the Morocco Ambaffador, I 


fee not what it amounts to, more than a complaint of the corruption 
of the Chriftian faith in the article of one God, which the Maho- 
metans have kept by confent of all fides. Yet forafmuch as I can 
learn nothing from any Unitarians of any fuch addrefs from them, 
nor do you produce any fubfcriber’s name, I conclude no fuch ad- 
drefs was ever made by any deputed from them, whatever any fingle 
erfon might do. I fuppofe you conclude from the matter of it, that 
it muft be from fome Unitarian, and perhaps fo; yet yow may re- 
member that fo you concluded from the matter of Dr. Tillotfon’s 
Sermons, that they were a Socinian’s.”” Emlyn’s Works, Vol. Il. 
, 4 Prieftley is greatly offended with the learned Archdeacon 
for the following expreffion in one of his Letters, ** With your 
notion of in{piration, you are at liberty to difpute what the in- 
fpired Apoftles taught.” * Here is no exception made (fays Dr. 
Prieftley) with refpe& to any thing that they taught, and even 
what they taught from infpiration. I do not perfonally require 
any acknowledgment for thefe gro/s mi/reprefentations; but the 
Public, whom you have impofed upon, have a right to demand 
it from you.’ ‘The folemnity with which this is fpoken is cal- 
culated, as Dr. Prieftley fomewhere fays in the courfe of this de- 
bate, to alarm the Public. However, the words grefs mifrepre- 
sentation, impofition, &c. &c. cannot much alarm Dr. Horfley 
while he can point to the following paflage in the fir? part of 
this feries of Letters, p. 132.: The Ebionites, who difbelieved the 
miraculous conception, * confidered ({eys Dr. Prieftley) thefe Evan- 
gelifts (viz. Matthew and Luke) fimply as hiftorians, and by no 
means as infpired writers; fo that they thought themfelves at 
liberty to admit or difregard their teftimony to particular faéts, 
according to their opinion of their evidence being competent or 
not competent in thofe particular cafes. I have frequently 
avowed myfelf not to be a believer in the infpiration of the Evange- 
lifts and Apofles as writers; and have given my reafons pretty much 
at large for my opinion.’ 
We leave the Reader to make a fair comparifon of thefe paf- 
fages, and then Jet him judge of Dr. P.’s qualifications for fup- 


* porting a fair, open, and iiberal controverfy, 


Ler. XV1. Of Bifbop Bulls Defence of damnatory Claujes. 
He did not directly defend them ; but only virtually, and in effect, 


by contending for the nece/fity of believing the divinity of Chritt. 
Let, 
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Let. XVII. Of the Light in which the Diffenters are confidered 
by the Archdeacon of St. Alban’s, and of the Penalties to which the 


Unitarians among them are fubjeét. 
This Letter correéts fome miftakes of the Archdeacon relating 


to toleration, conventicles, &c. &c. 

‘ If you really be a friend to any thing that deferves the name of 
toleration, you mutt feel for the difgrace of your country, on account 
of the unjult and impolitic reftraints the laws of it lay upon us, and 
you will ufe your endeavours to promote the repeal of all penal laws 
in matters of religion, and likewife to lay open all civil offices to all 

erfons who are qualified to fill them; which, indeed, 1s no more 

than is already done in feveral countries in Europe. That thofe 
who prefer the mode of religion now eltablifhed, fhould bear the 
whole expence of it, without compelling us to affift them in it, while 
they do nothing for ours in return, though a thing perfectly reafon- 
able, is more than I expect the Archdeacon of St. Alban’s to coun- 
tenance. I, however, live in the firm belief, that even this will 
take placesfgifestim other; and my belief is grounded on this 
general and glorious truth, that there is a wife and good Being at 
the head of ail affairs, bringing good out of all evil. | therefore 
believe, that good will finally take place of all evil, and confequent- 
ly, equity of injuftice, 

‘ You, Sir, as Archdeacon of St. Alban’s, may believe that the 
church of England will continue to the end of the world; and that 
all nations (at leaf all that fpeak the Englith language, and can read 
the Book of Common Prayer in the original) «w2/l flow into it, On 
the other hand, it is my firm perfuafion, that when Babylon the 
Great, the mother of harlots, fhall fall, all her daughters, all the “ttle 
Babylons, all the defer eftablifoments, of what I deem to be corrupt 
Chriftianity, will fall with her, or foon after after; and therefore [ 
apply to them, as well as tothe church of Rome, that awful warn- 
ing, Rev. xviii. 4. Come out of her my people, that ye partake net of 
her = and that ye receive not of her plagues.’ 

ET. XVIII. Of the Charge of wilful Mifreprcfentation. 

‘ [am not confcious of any unfairnefs whatever in any part 
of my proceedings, but have a perfect willingnefs to bring be- 
fore the Public every thing that may enable them to form a true 
judgment on the fubje@ of this controverfy’—fays Dr. Prieftley. 

Let. XIX. Mifceilaneous Articles, and the Conclufion. 

* T had faid that ‘* Valefius was of opinion that the hiftory of He- 
gefippus was negleéted and loft, becaufe it was obferved to favour the 
Unitarian dofrine ;’? whereas I fhould have faid, ‘* on account of 
the errors which it contained—and thofe errors could not be fuppofed 
to be any other than thofe of the Unitarians :’’ and if I had confulted 
the paflage at the time, I] certainly fhould have exprefled myfelf in 
that more cautious manner.’ 

The Writer who challenged Dr. Prieftley to produce the ori- 
ginal paflage in Valefius, was aware of the paflage that would at 
length be brought forward, and was perfectly well apprized of 
the manner too, in which it would be done; for he had the 
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example before him in the Unitarian traé?s of the laft age. Ez 
uno difee omnes. Dr. Horfley’s * good and able ally’ hath more 
reafon to fmile than blufh; and to feel fatisfaétion rather than 
remorfe. But if any one hath caufe to be afbamed, it is the 
man who confidently appeals to a pofitive teftimony on the cre- 
dit of another; and when called to produce it, is obliged to 
confefs that he actually miltook the g/o/s for the text. 





Sick at heart of an endlefs controverfy; of which alfo our 
Readers are by this time grown as fick, the Reviewer hath often 
exclaimed with Juvenal, 
nunquamne reponam 

Vexatus toties ? ———-— 

Dr: Prieftley hath given us the hope of peace, for, at leaft, 

two years; but after that, he will be again ** loofed for a fea- 


fon.” B. _ k ' 


Art. X. Sacred Hiftory; fele&ted from the Scriptures, with Anno- 
tations and Reflections, fuited to the Comprehenfion of young 
Minds. Vols. V. and VI. containing the Life and Doétrines of 
our Bleffled Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, and the Acts of the 
Apoftles. By Mrs. Trimmer. 12mo. 6s. Dodfley, &c. 1785. 


UR Readers may, perhaps, recolleé&t the account given in 
former Numbers of the Review, of the preceding parts of 
this ufeful and commendable publication. The articles will be 
found according to the references in the note * here fubjoined.— 
We muft now do Mis, T. the juftice to obferve, that the fa- 
vourable opinion we had conceived of the foregoing volumes, is 
well fupported by this continuation of her work, which com- 
pletes the fer. It appears that fhe has not, in compiling thefe 
two volumes on the New Teftament, in the leaft remitted of 
the pains fhe took in executing the firft four (on the Old Tefta- 
ment), to render the publication not only u/eful but entertaining. 
It is our opinion, that fhe hath, throughout the whole, fucceeded 
very well, in both thefe refpects,x—We fhall, as on the former 
occafions, lay before our Readers a few fhort quotations, from 
which they may judge for themfelves, of our Author’s manner, 
and the merit of her undertaking ; 

Speaking of the wife men who paid their homage to the infant 
Jefus, Mrs. T. fays, © From the behaviour of thefe Eaftern 
fages, the moral philofophers of the prefent day may learn 
humility. ‘They were wife men, yet they willingly refigned their 
minds to the belief of a divine revelation in a matter which 
feemed irreconcilable to human reafon, that an infant, whofe 











© Review, Vol. LXVI. p. 313.—=Vol. LXVIII. p. 152, “and 
§28:—Vol, LXIX. p. 325. 
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earthly parents had neither wealth, intereft, nor power, was 
ot fuch high eftimation in the fight of God, as to deferve the 
homage of the greateft monarchs; and they gladly undertook a 
long fatiguing journey, in order to bear teftimony of their faith, 
and be made partakers of the bleflings God, doubtle/s, intimated 
he would convey through this infant to the human race, It is 
reafonable to fuppofe, that the wife men regarded our Saviour 
as a divine Being; and that they reported, in their own country, 
what bad been made known to them, and in thefe blefled 
tidines carried back far greater treafures than they left behind.’ 

Page iis, fhe fays, § Let us contemplate our Lord's beha- 
viour as man, and we fhall find it poflible to improve ourfelves 
to fome degree of refemblance to him, if we will endeavour to 
follow his blefled example. It is true that we cannot, like 
him, cure all manner of difeafes among fi the people; but we may 
often mitigate, and fometimes, by weil-diipoled charity, remove 
the bodily afflictions of our fellow-creatures. If we cannot 
| reftore reafon to the diftratted mind, we may, by religious 
‘ arguments, and rational advice, ptevail with fome to part with 
their fins, which are as great tormentors as evil {pirits; and 
calm in others thofe fierce and turbulent paffions, which often 
eud in diftraétion !’ 

We fhall conclude this article with our Author’s opinion of 
the fin againft the Holy Ghoft: which, fie fuppofes *, confifted 
in faying, * That Jefus caft out cevils by Beeizebub; and the 
reafon why it was unpardonable feems to be, that it implied 
irreconcilable obffinacy, perverfene/s, and malice, and no one 
could be guilty of it, till he was to wicked as to have entirely 
forfeited the grace of God; in which cafe it was not probable 
that he fhould repent, but, on the contrary, like Pharoah, harden 
himfelf in fin. No Chriftian can well commit the offence of 
blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoit, 2s it was peculiar to the 
time of our Saviour’s miniftry; but they may fin againtt the 
Holy Ghoft by fcoffing at the fcriptures, and ridiculing the 
miracles which were wrought in confirmation of Chriftianity; 
and if they do not repent, wil] certainly be condemned by the 
Righteous Judge for thofe idle words which they fcolifhly and 
inconfiderately uttered to the difhonour of God and their Sa- 
viour.’ 

Our Author has, on different paffages, given us the fen{e 
of the beft writers, and where fhe has thought herfelf obliged to 
diflent, fhe has done it with great modefty, and unaffected humi-» 
lity. If fhe has failed in attempting to explain things that are, 
perhaps, inexplicable, it is no more than what the evreatcit and 
wifeft men have done before her. 


{Vol. Vi. in cur next.) Br-d..w- 
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Art. XI. Obferwations on the Rights and Duty of Furies, in Trials for 
Libels. By Jofeph Towers, L.L.D. 8vo. 28.6. Debrett. 
1784. 

E contemplate with great pleafure, the prefent prevailing 
fpirit of inveftigation and inquiry into the doCirines of the 

Court of King’s Bench, on the fubject of libels. We fay the doc- 
trines of the Court of King’s Bench; becaufe we never can 
believe it is the doctrine of the Jaw of England; and we are 
firmly convinced, that the more it is difcufled, the more repug- 
nant will it be found to be to the whole fyftem of our criminal 
jurifprudence, to the rules of fair reafoning, and to the general 
principles of the conftitution. 

Among the writers who have lately appeared on this fubject, 
none is better intitled to the public attention, than the Autnor 
of thefe Obfervations, as well on account of his political and 
hiftorical knowledge, as his known attachment to the caufe of 
freedom. Not being, however, a lawyer by profeflion, ¢ fome 
apology,’ he fays, ‘ may feem neceflary for his attempting to write 
upon a fubje&t which may be thought more peculiarly the province 
of the profeffors of the law. But it is a fubject, as he conceives, of 
great importance to the general interefts of liberty, a fubjeét on which 
every Englifhman is concerned, and in which fome of the gentlemen 
of the long robe, from the habits of their profeffion, and from their 
connexions and future profpeéts, are perhaps not perfectly impartial. 
It is, neverthelefs, a fubjeé&t which fhould be generally underftood by 
men of all ranks, and efpecially by thofe liable to ferve on juries ; 
for the liberty of the prefs is effentially conne&ted with it, and with 
that liberty every other branch of public freedom.’ 

After ftating the general queftion, whether, on trials for 
libels, the jury are reftricted to the fact of publication, and the 
application of the innuendo’s, or are competent to confider the 
innocence or criminality of the libel charged, Dr. Towers 
argues very ably in fupport of the latter pofition, He produces 
a venerable train of legal authorities, from the earlieft times, 
to fhew the undoubted right of juries to pronounce both on 
the law and fact, whenever they are complicated together, 
which they neceflarily are in all general iflues of guilty or not 
guilty. Even the judges themfelves, he obferves, who have 
maintained the contrary doctrine, have betrayed a concioufnefs 
that they were upon doubtful ground ; for it has been common 
for them, as well as for the counfel for the crown, to dwell 
upen the criminality of the publication ftyled libels, in order tc 
induce the jury to bring ina verdict of ** guilty,” againit the de- 
fesdant. On the arbitrary conduct of the judges in ftate- 
profecutiong, prior to the Revolution, Dr. ‘Towers is juft- 


‘“ebysfeveres.tnor is he much inclined to fpare thofe who 


bave prehded fince that period. He contends, * that the 
doctrines 





~ Sw 
































Owen’s Critical Difquifitions. 135 


doétrines concerning libels, which are now propagated, are the 


fame that were maintained before the Revolution. There 
has been no new law upon the fubject; and it is only the fpirit of 
the times, and in confequence a more moderate exercife of the 
powers of government, that has occafioned that freedom of the prefs 
which has actually appeared in this country. The fame doétrine, 
that the epithets fa//z, and /candalous, and malicious, and feditious, 
in indi&tments or informations for libels, are mere words of courfe, 
or inferences of law, and not at all to be attended to by the jury, 
which was afferted by Jefferies and Scroggs, by the worft judges, 
and moft proftituted lawyers, during the reins of the Stuarts, has 
been repeatedly afferted even in the prefent reign. None of the 
Star-chamber doétrines concerning libels have ever been formally 
difavowed ; they are ftill brought forward whenever it is thought 
proper or expedient ; the attorney-general may ftill profecute whom 
he pleafes, and when he pleafes; and the judges of the court of 
King’s Bench ftill poffefs the power of difcretionary punifhment. If 
profecutions are lefs frequent, and if fentences are lefs fevere, this 
arifes merely from the fpirit of the times, and not from any change 
in what is called the law upon the fubject. And they who fuppole, 
that there have been no inftances of oppreffion and injuftice, in pro- 
fecutions for libels, fince the Revolution, muft be little read in the 
hiftory of fuch profecutions.’ 

In the courie of thefe Ob/ervations, we do not recolle& any 
argument in fupport of the general right of juries that is left 
untouched. The fubje@ does not admit of much novelty, ex- 
cept from its application to the recent cafe of the Dean of St. 


Afaph ; which is here correétly ftated, and is accompanied by 
fome pertinent remarks. 
P a ’ | 3 





Art. XII. Critical Di/quiftions ; containing fome Remarks, I. On 
Mefius’s Edition of the Book of Jofhua: and II. On Origen’s cele- 
brated Hexapla. By the Rev. Dr. Henry Owen, F. R. S. Rector 
of St. Olave, &c. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Nichols. 1784. | 


NDREW Mafius was a very learned profeffor in the unia 

verfity at Louvaine, about the year 1570. He was chicfly 
diftinguifhed for his profound knowledge of the Hebrew tongue, 
and a critical acquaintance with every branch of biblical learn- 
ing. His edition of the book of Jofhua was firft publifhed at 
Antwerp, in 1574. Ist confifts of the Hebrew text and the Sep- 
tuagint verfion of that book, accompanied with a preface, and il- 
luftrated by notes and acommentary, full of erudition and curious 
criticifm. Some have thought it too much encumbered with ra- 
binical learning ; particularly Leon Caftro, a Spanifh doétor, 
who treated the author and his work with great afperity. The 
commentary alfo fell under the cenfure of an expurgatory decree 
from the church of Rome, and in confequence of that decree, no 


lefs than twenty-two paflages were expunged, 
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Dr. Owen hath no concern in the errors at which the Romith 
church thought proper to take offence. His complaint againft 
this celebrated publication ar.fes from Matius’s arbitrary and in- 
judicious infertions of Obeli and Aferi/s (the former marking re- 
dundancies and the latter defe&ls) in order to accommodate the 
Septuagint verfion to the printed copies of the Hebrew at that 
time in ufe. Mafius pretended that he inferted thofe marks from 
a Syriac MS. which was literally tranflated from the Septuagint 
verfion,’as it ftoodinthe Hexapla, ‘The exiftence of this MS. 
hath, however, been queftioned by fome learned writers. 
Whether he derived affiftance from this MS. or not, is a point 
which cannot be decided : and if it could, the principles on which 
he proceeded would not be eftablifhed by it. ¢ If,’ lays his learne 
ed critic, we duly examine the book, it will reacily appear that 
he formed the plan, and proceeded in the examination of it, 
upon thefe poffulata, viz. 1. ** That the common Hebrew text, 
which he hath inferted in regular columns, is the true, perfect, 
and original text.” And therefore to every word that is found 
in the Greek beyond what this text exhibits, he hath prefixed an 
Obelus, 2. ** That the Vatican MS. contains the true and 
fimple verfion of the LXX. interpreters.” And therefore to all 
that is edded to make this verfion conformable to the Hebrew, 
he hath prefixed an 4feri/k, as fuppofing it to be taken from the 
other verfions. 

Now thefe are paftulata, which, at this time of day, can by no 
means be'granted. ‘I’he printed Hebrew text, we are now cer- 
tain, i}, in many places imperfect and corrupted: and therefore 
the Greek verfion can with no propriety be corrected by it; nor 
ought to be reduced to it.—The Vatican MS. though ancient, 
venerable, and of high value, can yet on no reafonable grounds be 
fuppofed to contain the /imple verlion of the LXX. It has its 
additions and omiffions, as well as other copies, though not per- 
haps in equal degrees. The fimple verfion of the Seventy is now 
included in no fingle MS. It was difpofed amongit the various 
copies: And it is by collating thefe various copies, and com- 
paring them with the collated Hebrew, that we can ever hope 
to come at the truth. 

Dr. Owen proceeds to illuftrate and confirm his remarks by an 
induction of particulars under the two clafles of Aferifes and Obeli. 
Defecis marked, by the former, may be attributed chiefly to the 
carelefinefs of hafty and ignorant tran{cribers: Redundancies, 
noted by the latter, may in general be accounted for, by con- 
fidering them originally as explanatory remarks inferted in the 
margin, and afterwards admitted into the cext. Dr. Owen’s con- 
jettures on this head are highly probable. * They are, fays he, 
4 Kind of paraphraftical interpolations, purpofely added to rene 
dey the fenfe more clear, complete, and determinate, They 
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owed their origin, if I am not greatly miftaken, to the following 
circumftance. The Kowz, that is athe old Greek verfiong ia 
common ufe, though plain and fimple, was neverthelefs in many 
places fcarcely underftood by the commen people. To rendet 
thofe places more intelligible, the minifters of the church, in 
reading, or perhaps in the fubfequent explanation of the leflon, 
added, I conceive, in fome places, certain words to explain the 
fentence, and elfewhere exchanged fome words of ab//rufe mean- 
ing for others better known. And, moreover, where they thought 
fome texts improperly rendered, there they propofed new and 
different tranflations of theirown. A practice by no means to be 
ccnfured, fince it contributed to improve the underftanding of 
the vulgar, and facilitate the knowledge of the fcripture.—The 
explanatory interpolations maJe in the Greek verfion by the go 
vernors of the church, or by whomfoever you pleafe, were after- 
wards inferted in the margin of feveral copies, and from thence 
finally admitted into the text; which accounts for the variations 
of the Greek from the Hebrew: as it alfo does for the different 
readings obfervable in the Greek itfeif before the time of Aquila.’ 

‘With refpe& to the real defign of Mafius’s work, our author 
obferves, that though he profetled to correct and reftore the Greek 
text, yet his chief obje€t was to confirm the authority of the 
Vulgate: and § a] the complaints he makes of the corruption of 
the common Septuagint are meant to be underftood as fo many 
proofs of the fuperiority and perfeétion of the Latin verfion.’>— 
Several other learned writers among the Catholics had the fame 
end in view; particularly Jo, Morinus, Jac. Goar, Domican in 
his EuyoAcyiov, Renaudotius and the Benedictine editors of the 
ancients, 

Difguifition 11, Contains fome remarks on the celebrated 


Hexapla of Origen, It is introduced by a brief account of the 


four verfions of the Old Veftament into the Greek Language.— 


The Septuagint, about two hundred and eighty years befo:e Chritt z. 


This verfion remained alone in ufe above 4.00 years.—-It was re- 
pudiated by the Jewith nation ; on which account another tranf- 
Jation was undertaken by Aquila, a Jewith profelyte, of Pontus, 
about the year 130, This was adopted by the Jews, and intro- 
duced into the fyfabogue. Thethird undertaking of this kind 
was by Theodotion, of Ephefus, ebout the year 175. This was 
too conformable to the LXX. to be aceeptableto the Jews. Laftiy, 
About the clofe of the fecond century, Symmachus, a learned 
Samaritan, publifhed a fourth tranflation, which was in high 
efteem both among Jews and Chriftians. 

‘ Thefe four verfions Origen had in,hands, and from them 
compofed his Tetrap/a, the lofs of which fF oreatly to be lamented: 
for the author being then able to read the fcripture only in the 


Greek, and having the higheft efteem for the verlion of the LXX, 
rendered 
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rendered the text, which he placed in the firft column, as perfc& 
as he could; * adjufting the differences between the copies by the 
concurring fenfe of the other verfions [Comment. Matt. Tom. 1. 
p» 381]. Had he ftopt here, in my judgment he had done well.’ 
¢ But fome time after this he learnt the Hebrew language, 
and while he applied to the Jews for inftruction therein, he im- 
bibed from them a lafting opinion of the fuperiority and perfec- 
tion of the Hebrew Scriptures, which lowered his efteem for the 
Septuagint verfion. Accordingly, when he came, abour the 
ear 230, to compofe the Hexapla, he made the Hebrew the 
ftandard ; and gave preference to the feveral verfions as they ac- 
ceded to and agreed with it.’ 

Our Author attempts to prove, that the Hebrew copy which 
Origen followed, was evidently incorrect and imperfect ; and 
that, in order to accommodate the verfion of the LXX. to this 
corrupt and defective copy, he mutilated and new-modelled it. 
Of this a variety of examples are produced; for which we muft 
refer the curious Reader, who defires fuller information, to the 





[quifitions themfelves, 
Difquifitions themielves B....k. 
FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
Arr. XIII. 
No. 1. OGERI JosePHI LBoscovicu Opera pertinentia ad 


Opticam et Afironomiam, Sc. The Works of R. J. 
Boscovick, relative to Optics and Aftronomy, hitherto un- 
publifhed. In Five Volumes large Quarto. Baffani. 1784.— 
The name of the celebrated Author is fufficient to indicate 
the merit of this collection, which contains thirty-one opu/- 
cula, or diflertations, and muft contribute greatly to the advance- 
ment of the fciences mentioned in its title. The edition is ele- 
ant and accurate: it is enriched with copper-plates, and was 
publifhed under the careful infpection of the Author. An edi- 
tion of the fame work, in O&tavo, is fold by Remondini at Venice. 
‘A farther account of this publication will hereafter be given. 

No. 2. 1 Gifochi Olimpici celebrati dagit Arcadi, &c. i.e. The 
Olympic Games, celebrated by the Arcadians in the Parrafian 
Grove, in honour of the Memory of the Abbé Metaftafio. vo. 
Rome. 1784.—This is an elegant colleétion of pieces in profe and 
verfe, in honour of a man, whofe fine paltoral and dramatic genius 
will render his name immortal, and whole moral charaéter, and 
goodnefs of heart, attracted the efteem and love of thofe who 
perfonally knew him. 

No. 3. Sopra Meteore della State del 1783, &c. Concerning 
the Meteors that were obferved in the Summer of the Year 1783. 
$vo.—-This {mall pamphlet is addrefled to the Abbé Carli, per- 
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petual fecretary of the academy of Mantua. Its anonymous Au- 
thor attributes the meteors, and all the other phenomena that 
were obferved, during the courfe of the laft year, to the earth 
quake of Calabria. 

No. 4. // Papa, &c. i.e. The Pope; or, Refearches con- 
cerning the Supremacy of the Roman Pontiff. 8vo. 
This anti papal book is faid to have been publifhed at Eleutero- 
polis, in 1783, by which fictitious name we are to under- 
ftand Florence. Nay more, it is faid to have been compofed by 
a Francifcan Friar. Be all this as it may, it is a real phenome- 
non, to {ee a Monk pulling the Pope’s mitre from his head by 
the hands of the Evangelifts, and telling him plainly, that Peter 
had no authority and privileges beyond the reft of the apoftles 
and difciples of Chrift. 

No. 5. Anecdota Litteraria ex MSS. codicibus eruta. i.e. Lis 
terary Anecdoies taken from Manufcripts. Vol. 1V. %vo. Rome. 
1783. pp. §44.— This is the laft volume of a curious and learned 
work, which has been well received. 

No. 6. Differtazione, &c. i.e. A Diflertation on the fellow- 
ing Queftion : How muft a Machine be confi: uéied in order to raife, 
by the Adiion of cne Horfe, Water to a fuperior Height, and in 
greater Quantity, than has hitherto been accomplifoed by Machines ? 
By Count AuGustiNnE LITTA. 4to. pp 45. with a Plate, 
Mantua. 1783.—This prize diflertation was crowned by the Aca- 
demy of Sciences and Belles Lettres of Mantua, and it is pub» 
lifhed by the Abbé Caffells, canon of the cathedral of Milan, and 
friend to the late Author. The deicription of the machine can 
fcarcely be rendered intelligible, without the afliftance of the plate, 
but a model of it may be obtained, and the machine aifo, by ad- 
drefling a lecter to the Abbé Caftells. 

No.7. “piflole Vinarienfes, in quibus multa Grecorum Scrip- 
torum loca emendantur, ope librorum Ducalis Bibliotheca et cura 
Jo. Casp. p’ANssE DE VILLOISON. 4to. pp.120. Zurich. 
1783.—M. de Villoifon, during his refidence at Weimar, was 
admitted to the ducal library, which contains a rich col- 
lection of Greek and Latin Authors. In reviewing thefe, he 
found a contiderable number of corrections, conjectures, and 
various readings, in the hand-writing of Fo/eph Scaliger, Daniel, 
and Nicholas Heinfius, and other learned men ; and they form the 
‘contents of this publication. 

No. 8. Haupt/zenen der Helvetifche Gefchichte, &c. i.e. The 
principal Scenes exhibited in the Swifs Hiftory, ranged in a 
chronological Order, By M. Leonarp Meister, Profeffor 
at Zurich, Part I. 8vo. pp. 552. Zurich. 1784.—A very 
on and inftrutive work, compofed with judgment and 
faite, 3 
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No. 9. Parnaffo Italiane, &c. i.e. The Italian Parnaffus, ora 
Colleétion of the beft Italian claffic Poets of every Kind, and of 
every Age, carefully reviled after the moft efteemed Originals, and 
adorned with Engravings. Vol. 1, Containing the Lyric Poems 
of Fraxcis PerrarcH. 8vo. pp 366. Venice. 1784.— 
This is a fpecimen of the execution of a plan formed by the 
Venetian bookieller, Antonio Zatta, who defigns to pub!ifh the 
works of the moft celebrated poets that flourifhed in Italy, 
from the year 1300, to the prefent time, in five claffes. Befide 
the portrait of Petrarch in an elegant medallion, which adorns 
the frontifpiece of this ficft volume, there are feveral other 
beautiful engravings, alluding to the molt firiking paflages in the 
poems of this immortal bard. Dante will be publifhed in the 
fecond volume, and the following volumes wil] contain the lyric, 
epic, dramatic, paftoral, didactic, burlefque and fatirical poets, 
from the time of Dante to the prefent century. Several bards, 
whofe productions are yet unpublifhed, will appear in this col- 
Je&tion, which, whether we confider the paper, the prefs-work, 
the beauty of the types, or the correctnels of the text, merits 
the preference before any other known tous. It is publifhed by 
fubfcription, at the price of four Venetian livres each volume, 
which will contain about 300 pzges. “The volumes will, one 
with another, be adorned with 14 engravings each, and the 
whole work will be carried on under the immediate infpection 
and care of the learned and laborious M. Andrew Rubbi. 

No. 10. Di Saggi Politict, &c. i. e. Political Eflays, by 5, 
Franc. Marius Pacano. Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 400. Naples. 
1783. This volume treats of the natural courfe (as the Author 
exprefles himfelf) of civil focieties, or, in other words, of 
the rife, progrefs, and decline of nations. M. PAGANo is of 
opinion, that, however diverfified the actions of men may be, 
they are, neverthelefs, as much fubdjected to general and conftant 
aFules, as the other phenomena of nature ; and from hence he 
concludes, that the philefophical hiftory of nations forms a {ci- 
ence, equal in evidence to mathematical demonftration, We 
believe fo—if the moral and political demonftrator had as pal- 
pable objects to deal with as numbers, lines, and furfaces. Howe 
ever—the difquifitions of our Author difcover a fpirit of philo- 
fophical invettigation that renders his e//ays interefting ; and they 
are mingled with hiftorical facts and difplays of erudition, that 
mutt prove inftructive to many readers. 

No. 11. Mouvelles Recherches fur [’Occonomie Animale. i.e. 
New Inquiries concerning the Animal Occonomy. By M. 
Vricnauip, M. D. 8vo. Parise 1784, This is a 





very ufeful and judicious work. The obfervations that have 
been made by celebrated phyficians, are here reduced into a 
regular 
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regular body of medical fcience, and corrected and improved 
by new refearches. The Author, in conformity with the 
ancient phyficians, acknowledges the exifience of a vital 
principle, which animates univerial nature, and direéts all the ani- 
mal motions, whether mechanical or chymical, to the benefit of 
the body in each individual; and to this p inciple he fubjeéts 
both the chymical and mechanicel fyficms. He examines with 
a philofophical, and 2lfo with a medical eye, the reciprocal in- 
fluence which the various beings, within our knowledge, exer- 
cife on each other, the manner in which they affect the human 
body in general, and more efpecially fome of its parts, the cor- 
refpondence of certain parts with each other, and the concur- 
rence of al] the organs in the common fource of life; the mutual 
influence of the whole (bocy) en each part, and of each part on 
the whole; and even the alterations, which each /iving and fen- 
jfible part produces in the vital fyhem, by the quantum of its in- 
fluence (whether it be too much or too little), at different hours 
of the day, in different periods of life, and in different circum- 
ftances. This work, cf confequence, prefents really as exten- 
five a view of the animal economy, as the obdfervations hitherto 
collected will admit of, and the uncommon fagacity of an in- 

enious obferver, who follows the guidance of nature, rather 
than the fpirit of fyfem, could exhibit. It is divided into nine 
fe&tions. “The motion of the blood in tts veflels, refpiration, and 
the action of the air upon the body, both tn a ftate of life and 
death, are the fubjects of the tive fr/f. Digettion, fanguitica- 
tion, and the formation and fecretions of the different animal 
juices, are treated in the third and fourth. In the fifth fetion, 
our Author points out four diftin@ nutritive fubltances, to which 
the animal fluids, or humours, belong, whatever the other fub- 
ftances may be which feem to coniribute more particularly to 
their formation. In the fixth fection he conliders the body in 
motion, atreft, fleeping and waking. In the /eventh, he repre- 
fents nature, as firft employed in developing the parts, which 
are more immediately neceflary to the fatus, for that kind of 
life of which it is fufceptible in its mother’s womb, and unfolds 
ing the others gradually, as their operation is required ; and he 
finifhes his work with the myftery of generation. This work 
certainly prefents to the young medical ftudenr, a large quan- 
tity of knowledge, both hiftorical and philofophical, in a fmall 
compafs; and the ideas of the ingenious Author, whether ad- 
miffible or not, are communicated in a ftyle highly recommend- 


able for its perfpicuity, precifion, and fimplicity. 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For FEBRUARY, 1785. 


IRELAND. 


Art. 14. Obfervations on the Manufactures, Trade, and prefent 
State of Ireland. By John Lord Sheffield. Part the Firft. 8vo, 


zs. Debrett. 1785. 


ORD Sheffield, who has already difplayed his commercial 
knowledge on the fubjeét of regulating our intercourfe with 
the American States*, in which our adherence to the Navigation 
A@ was ftrongly infitted on, has now, with much impartial and 
temperate argument, confidered the fame important fubject with 
reference to Ireland, and is no more willing to difpenfe with the re- 
frictions of that law in this initance, than before, with refpect to 
America. His Lordthp premifes, that ‘ A with to ferve both 
countries could alone have induced him to undertake as difagreeable 
a tafk as has ever fallen to his lot; and when he adds, that he is 
fenfible how much of what he ftates is likely, till well underftood, to 
be difpleafing to many in both countries, and unlikely to fuit their 
prejudices, he, on thofe accounts, hopes he may claim fome fort of 
merit. The manufacturers of Britain will not be fatisfied with all 
his doctrines ; but in this he mutt acquiefce for the prefent, as the 
experience of mankind tells us, that he who does not go every 
bength with thofe who are interefted in a queftion, unavoidably rifks 
their good opinion. 

‘ In refpect to Ireland, it is painful to him in an extreme degree, 
to feem even to the molt prejudiced and unreafonable, to take a 
part againft her in the propofed arrangement with Britain, although it 
be only in the fingle point relative to the alteration of the Naviga- 
tion Aét (for he cannot confider Protecting Duties as the with of 
that country at large); but he is convinced that the generality of 
the People of Ireland are not aware of the whole extent of what has 
been defired on tha: head. He thinks them more reafonable than 
to form fuch a wifh, and is fure that when the confequences of the 
propofed alteration are laid before them, that generofity of charatter, 
for which they are diftinguifhed, muft prevent their continuing to 
afk it; and itis only by ftating the cafe of Britain ftrongly, that 
they are likely to fee how unreafonable their claim is. Jf he were 
even to confider the matter merely as an Irifhman, who only cared 
for one part of the empire, without the leaft regard for the good and 
advantage of the whole, he would not wifh the meafure to take 
place; becaufe, if Britain fhould be furprifed into it, and the 
alteration which is defired fhould ignorantly and inconfiderately be 
made, he knows fhe muft reclaim the conceflion fhe had made. He 
moft ardently wifhes that fuch a mortification may be fpared to Ire- 
land, and that the confequences which would refult from it, may be 
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e G Ke voi. LXIX. p. 377. A fixth edition of that work is 
now publifhed, enlarged ; with an Jndex to the whole; and an 4p- 
pendix. Price 6s. in boards. 
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prevented ; and it is from this wifh he is induced to take a part 
in the queftion. If merely from the fear of rifing the unfa- 
vourable opinion of the people of that country, he {hould with- 
hold the information which is in his power, or decline to ittate 
matters which they ought to know, he fhould feel himfelf un- 
worthy to belong to them; and he fhould think it difhonelt, in 
the higheit degree, to enter on the fubject, without the refolution 
to treat it with the utmoft impartiality. If he had prejudices, they 
would probably be in favour of Ireland; and perhaps their founda- 
tion might be traced to the indignation he has formerly felt on the 
treatment of that country. He is, however, equally intercited in 
the welfare of both countries; and if he could fufpeét himifelf of 
partiality to either of them, he mot affuredly would have avoided 
the fubject.’ 

The extenfions lately given to the trade of Ireland, while they 
have been gratefully received by the moft refpectable and confiderate 
part of the nation, have only ferved to ftimulate fome hot-headed 
zealots to urge the body of the people to extend their claims beyond 
the limits even of good,policy. It may be of advantage to fuch eager 
patriots, to confider maturely what Lord Shetlield obferves as to the 
prefent ftate of the country. 

‘ fr is natural, that the minds of her people fhould be elated on the 
emancipation of their induflry and activity; and perhaps a con- 
fiderable period muft elapfe, before they fettle fuficiently, either 
to afcertain the intrinfic value of their late acquifitions, or to adopt 
the means of applying thofe acquifitions to the beft effect: the bef 
habits of exertion are not fuddenly to be expected, though they may 

adually be formed by the natural progreflion of a free commerce, 
and the foftering attention of a wife and fettled government. 

‘ From fuch attainments alone can refult that increafe of ftock 
and capital, which will be effentially neceflary, before Ireland can 
avail herfelf of half her advantages. In the mean time, many of 
her people feem difpofed rather to feek farther fpeculative and theo- 
retical claims, than to cultivate the folid benefits which they actually 

offefs; whilft others are rifquing and prejudicing the principal 
ttaple of their country, by forcing its weak capital into too many 
and new branches. ‘Thefe unfteady and extravagant attempts have 
a tendency not only to check trade, but to provoke retaliation. 

‘ It is now weli known among commercial nations, that manu- 
factures, forced, and fupported by bounties and prohibitions, can- 
not long thrive, and are not only a lofs to the community, in pro- 
portion to their expence, but are farther pernicious, by tempting 
away hands from the thriving manufactures. By aiming at too 
many things at once, Ireland will fucceed in none; but by pur- 
fuing certain ftaple articles that beit {uit her, fhe may bring them 
to that perfection which will command the markets. A country, of 
the extent of Ireland, cannot expect to prevail in every manufadture ; 
fhe may trifle in many, but fhe can excel at foreign markets in few; 
and thofe, under proper management, may be amply fufficient te 
give both employment and afiluence to her people.—lIt is the abun- 
dance of a manufacture, and the general ettablifhment of it in a 
country, that makes it both cheap and good’ 
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The three principal points treated of in this well-intended pers 
formance, are, the Protecting Duties, Equal Duties, and the Naviga- 
tion A&; in each of thefe the ingenious Writer urges many argu- 
ments worthy of attention on both fides of the Channel, Want of 
room only obliges us to difmifs the fubject fo briefly; but the Public 
will be amply gratified with it in the Parliamentary Debates. N 

East INDIES. , 
Art. 15. 4 Letter from the Honourable Warren Haftings, E/q. 

Govermor-General of Bengal, to the Honourable the Court of Di- 

reGtors of the Eaft-India Company, Dated from Lucnow, April 

go. With a Polt{cript, dated May 13, 1784. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Debrett. 

"Though official difpatches on public bufinefs are not ftritly objets 
of confideration as literary compofitions, yet it is but juftice to ob- 
ferve, that the Jetters of Mr Hattings need no allowance on that plea 
to fcreen them from acritical eye. ‘The public are already well ac- 
quainted with the contents of thefe difpatches, by their having been 
retailed in all the public papers; but though only the letter and the 
potfcript are promifed in the title page, we find, added to them, a 
juftification of Mr Hattings from the charge of treating the Nabob 
Vizier of Owde with cruelty and injuftice. Strong affertions of this 
mature are indeed to be found in the fpeeches of the leaders of the 
coalition-party ; but the violent meafure they laboured to carry into 
execution, the evident inveteracy of their language refpecting the 
governor-general, and fubfequent events, have all a tendency to ex- 
culpation. ‘The explanation of Mr Hatftings’s conduct in relation to 
that prince, may, without any great danger of error, be fuppofed to 
come from the penof his friend the major. 

PoLITICAL, N. 
Art. 16. Political Letters written in March and April, 1784. 

By alate Member of Parliament. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Biladon. 

Thefe letters are argumentative and fenfible; the firft fubje& dif- 
cuffed in them is fecret influence, of which we heard fo much about 
twelve months ago: but this writer turns the tables upon thofe who 
firft raifed the cry about it, by charging the exercife of fecret in- 
fluence upon the coalition minilters, who boldly avowed their title 
toa monopoly of the confidence of their fovereign. He illuftrates his 
cenfure of that miniltry on this ground, by hiftorical faéts; and is 
equally fevere on cabinet councils, as a mode of fecret influence, in- 
confiftent with our liberal frame of government. He fhews the evil 
tendency of long parliaments or ftanding fenates; reviews the pro- 
grefs and alarming magnitude of the national debt; and concludes, 
“* that the beft fpecific for a difordered government, is to reftore it to 
its firft principles. A reform in the reprefentation of the people i: 
truly defirable, if it can be effected upon a {afe and pratticable model ; 
and it is properly fo termed, if no more is meant by it than an im- 
provement of a partial irregular fyftem : but when our author affumes, 
as one of his ‘‘ firft principles,” that—** it is the birth-right of an 
Englifhman not to be taxed, but by reprefentatives of his own imme- 
diate choice,” his knowledge of hiftory muft inform him that this 
wpe 7 never was the birth-right of an Englifhman merely as fuch, 

ut of Englifhmen under particular defcriptions, When a meafure 
can 
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can be juftified by equity and reafon, it ought not to be trufted on in- 

fecure ground. ; . 

At the conclufion he promifes a difcuffion of the quefton, ** whether 
any free ftate can long {upport its rank among nations, or be long 
exempt from total ruin, where the plan is, to provide for the exigen- 
cies of the prefent time, by cutting off thofe refources which can alone 
maintain the ftate in i!rength and vigour, and on which it muit depend 
for fafety and defence in times of danger, and for ages to come?”’. 
Art. 17. Every Man hisown Law-Maker ; or the Englifhman’s 

complete Guide toa Parliamentary Reform: Wherein the Road 

to National Confufion is made plain and eafy to the meaneft 

Capacities. Svo. 1s. Stockdale. 1785. 

The title page fufficiently intimates the éronica/ ftrain in which the 
pamphlet is written. The author laughs at every political idea, and 
point of doétyine, advanced by the advocates for a parliamentary re- 
form, and an extenfion of our aual reprefentation. He poffeffes a 
happy vein of humour; and his performance is enriched by itrokes of 
fatiric pleafantry, that even Swift would not have been afhamed of. 
We are only forry that his wit has been employed in the ridicule of 
principles fo intimately couneed with the juft and manly claims of 
a free and enlightened people. 

TRADE and COMMERCE. 

Art. 18. 4 Narrative of the Condué of the Tea Dealers, during 
the late Sale of ‘Teas at the India Houfe. By the Committee of 
Tea Dealers. 8vo. 1s. Cadell. 1785. 

There has, it feems, beéna fharp conteft at the on/y market for the 
fupply of this nation with tea, between the direGors, who, it is contend- 
ed, wanted to force a large quantity of bad and damaged teas upon the 

ublic; and the regular ¢ca-dealers, who, on behalf of themfelves and 
the public, dittinguifhed as unmerchantable, above 1300 chefts which 
they determined not to take. One new buyer, however, whofe name 

is declared, was introduced and encouraged at the fale, to take off a 

part of thefe rejected teas; and in this tranfaction, until a better ac- 

count can be given, we are to read the fecret hiftory of certain ad- 

vertifing cheap tea warehoufes. N 

CrTy Porice. ° 

Ait. 19. Ywo Memorials to the Committee appointed by the Court 
of Common-council, **'To enquire into the Affertions lately circu- 
lated refpecting the Affairs of the Corporation, &c.”? With fome 
Obfervations thereon; and Two Letters to the Common-council, 
pointing out to them the Neceflity of their chufing a Committee of 
impartial and difinterefted Perfons. ‘loyether with fome Remarks 
re{pecting the Expenditure of the City Revenue; the Reform of 
the Gaols; the Condué& of the Chamberlain ; the Committees ; 
and an Anfwer to his Letter: With an Addrefs to the Livery ; 
fome Strictures on our Courts of Confcience; and a propofed Im- 
provement of them. By Jofiah Dornford, Efg. Svo. 1s. Bew, &c. 
Mr. Dornford, an aétive member of the London common-council, 

has entangled himfelf in a very difagreeable bufinefs, and the odium 

he has incurred on that account, had better been fpared, as it can 
only ferve to remind us of the danger of difturbing a neft of wafps. 

It is faid, and not untruly, that there is generally a fecret hifory be- 
Rey. Feb. 1735. 9 longing 
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longing to all attempts for public reformation: neverthelefs, reforma- 

tion is at a!!.times neceffary; and the public are to attend only to 

what appears before them. Isa public good the lefs valuable for 
originating in private difappointment and refentment? The true 
queftion then, in the prefent initance, is, not what are Mr Dornford’s 

rivate chara¢ler and motives; but Are THESE THINGS so? 

His charaéter is undoubtedly concerned in ¢he event of this queftion, 

‘fhould he be found to have plagued the corporation frivoloufly, and 
to have accufed individuals unjuftly. But however he may be treated 
by the committee to whom his allegations are referred, if he can but 
fubftantiate one Aa/f of the abufes he points out, the citizens will, be- 
yond all queftion, be under great obligations tohim: We have only 
to wait the event. 

Art. 20. Outlines of a Plan for protecting London and its En- 
virons from the Depredations of Houfe-breakers, Street and 
Highway Robbers 8vo 1s. Richardfon +785. 

The principal view of this fenfible and public-ipirited fcheme, is 
to employ the foot-guards as guardians of the night, for Wettminiter 
and the adjacent villages, initead of epending on the feeble or ne- 
gligent watch, eftablithed on our pretent inefticient fyftem of police ; 
and iis plan is fupported by a number of fenfible obfervations and 
arguments.—For the city of London, he propofes an effectual reform 
of the militia; and he would alfo employ the tower garrifon, by fixing 
ferjeants’ guards at certain convenient out-poits as in his Weilminiter 
fcheme for the foot-guards.— In brief, his out-lines appear to be well 
fketched, and to merit /ericus and immediate attention: for, as he 
truly remarks, ‘ the hands of rapine are grown fo ftrong, and become 
{o dexterous, that the various arts of committing depredations upon 
property, by fraud, and by open violence, are reduced to fyflem: fo 
that the evil will no longer bear to be trifled with, but mutt be en- 
countered by a remedy {fuited to the malignity of the diforder.’ 

Undoubtedly, a more important objeét of national concern does not 
at this time exitt, Robberies, burglaries, and barbarities, are now 
grown fo frequent, and are perpetrated under fuch daring circum- 
ftances, and on fo extended a fcale, that no man’s perfon or property 
ig Yaany tolerable ftate of fecurity, in or near this ill-governed metro- 
polis. Every plan, therefore, that is formed for checking fuch great 
and growing milchief, ought to be candidly and attentively regarded, 
and their authors fhould be numbered among the beit friends of 
fociety. 

AMERICAN. 

Art. 21. Remarks concerning the Government and the Laws of the 
United States of America, in four Letters, addrefled to Mr Adams, 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from the Unired States of America, to 
thofe of Holland; and one of the Negociators for the Purpofe of 
concluding a General Peace. From the French of the Abbé de 
Mably: With Notes, bythe Tranflator. 8vo. 4s. Debrett. 1784. 
In our Review for November lait, we gave an account of the Abbé 

de Mably’s O4/ervations fur la gouvernement, et les loix des états unis 

@’ Amerigue. ‘Vhat article was drawn from a tranflation of the Abbé’s 

work, publifhed at the Hague. The tranflation now before us is a 

different work. The Notes ia both will ferve to check fome of the 

irregular 
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irregular flights of the original author ; who is apt, now and then, to 

ftart a little beyond bounds, with the ‘* brave diforder” of a true 

Frenchman :—But we mean not by this remark, to damp the generous 

ardour of a writer, who, by profoundly ttudying the Grecian and 

Roman hiftory (not to mention our Englifh aflertors of freedom), 

feems to have caught fo much of the noble fpirit of liberty, that he 

is nearly transformed into an Englifhman :—We had almoft faid an 

American! 

VoyaGes and TRAVELS. 

Art. 22. 4 Compendious Hiftory of Captain Cook’s First and 
Seconp Voyages; the firft performed in the Years 1768, 1769, 
1770, and 1771, in the Endeavour; the fecond in 1772, 1773, 17745 
and 1775, in the Re/olution and Adventure. Including an Abridg 
ment of Captain Furneaux’s Narrative of his Proceedings during 
the Separation of the two Ships. 12mo. 3s. Sewed. Kearfley. 
1784. 

This compendium will ferve to gratify the younger clafies of 
readers, and thofe who cannot afford to purchafe the voyages at large, 
in the quarto edition,—fo {plendidly and expenfively decorated with 
engravings. 

Art. 23. 4 Compendious Hiftory of Captain Cook's Laft Voyage, 
performed in the Years 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779, and 1780: in 
which all the interefting T'ranfactions are recorded, particularly 
all thofe relative to his unfortunate Death. With a Map of the 
New Difcoveries, and the Track of the Ships. 12zmo. 3s. fewed. 
Kearfley. 1784. 

We can here only repeat what is faid above of the preceding ar- 
ticle, unlefs it be juft to mention, that in an engraved frontifpiece, 
the publifher has copied the head of Capt. Cook from Pingo’s 
medal ; which affords a good refemblance of that great navigator. 

POETRY. 

Art. 24. Abelard to Eloifa. An Epiftle. ‘To which are pre- 
fixed, Sonnets. With a Rhapfody written at Stratfotd-upon- 
Avon. By Thomas Warwick, late of Univerfity-College, in Ox- 
ford, LL. B. 4to. 2s. 6d. Dilly. 

To thefe compofitions the motto is ‘¢ fit audience find!”’ from 2 
{uppofition, we prefume, that there is fomething fo fuperfatively re- 
fined in them, as can be relifhed only by poetical readers of the mo 
exquifite tafte. The prefatory advertifement confirms this idea. 

The advertifement. ‘ The author being induced to make publie 
the following pieces, thinks it neceffary at the fame time to inform 
the generality of readers who may take up the pamphlet, that they 
are not to expect in them the fafhionable topics of the day, or the 
highly ornamented ftyle and manner of many late publications.’ 

Does the author mean to infinuate that his topics are unfafhionably 
original, and that he has not treated common fubjects in a cotamon 
ftvle? His fubjeéts, furely, are fuch as have been familiar and ob- 
vious to every fonneteer that has preceded him; and even ‘* the 
highly ornamented ftyle and manner of many late publications,’” 
which he affeéts to difclaim, have been neglected only where they 
could not be attained. There feems little reafon to doubt that Mr 

L 2 Warwick’s 
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Warwick’s powers, whatever they may be, have been fully exerted 
in rendering this publication as finifhed as poflible. And, indeed, it 
is fuch as will not do them any difcredit. For though it approach 
not to the excellence that has marked ‘* many late publications,” it 
contains feveral good ver{es, and none but whatare paflable. Of the 
fonnets the firft will exhibit no unfavourable {pecimen, 


SONNET I Zo R. P. Carew, Ef. 


TO climb at early dawn the mountain’s fide, 
Ere devious herds have brufh’d the dews away, 
Be mine: at noon amid yon elms to ftray, 
Whofe artlefs tufts the cooling current hide: 


" Mine from the purple heath’s horizon wide 


To trace the {plendogrs of reclining day, 
Until the moon my homeward path to guide 
Diftain the foreft-edge with filver-grey. 

And if fuch fcenes the rifing foul expand, 
The flutter’d heart if fimple blifs becalm, 
Where nature clofelier knits the focial tie, 

No light addition fhould my Carew’s hand, 
With equal friendfhip’s animating balm, 
To letter’d eafe the place of fame fupply. 


The following is in a lighter ftrain. 


SONNET XIII. Zo a Frienp. 


FILL high the glafs, nor lofe in vain debate 
(Alike to us whatever party fway) 
‘The few, the fleeting hours affign’d by fate 
To love and wine with focial freedom gay : 

Let Fox or SHELBURNE rule their little day ; 
Not our’s, thank heaven! to mend a crazy ftate, 
Doom’d like ourfelves to perith foon or late, 
But when, dear Cuaruss, let older ftatefmen fay. 

Thefprightly Croe’s artlefs {miles provoke 
Wriole from the fpur, unconfcious of the yoke, 
And {kittith itil toevery touch but thine— 

Me three long months in filken bonds infnare 
The ftarry treffes of Emivra’s hair, 
And fnowy limbs of fymmetry divine. 


In the latter part of this compofition has not the fonneteer connefted 
bumano capiti cervicem equinam ? 

“ Tha {prightly Cloe’s artlefs {miles provoke.” 
Tn this line, the lady appears propria perfond; in the next he is a 
frolicfome, unbrolzen, filly, 

** Whole from the {pur, uncon ‘cious of the yoke.’ 
Setting afide the abfurdity of confounding the real and metaphorical 
character in the fame picture, is there not a grofs violation of metapho- 
rical propriety in the idea of awhole from rhe /pur ? Can any thing be 
more obvious than that the language of metaphor fhould be capable, 
in fome degree at leait, of analogical application to the thing it re- 


prefents? What is there in the attack of a lover upon the affections of 
his 
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his miftrefs that bears the moft diftant refemblance to the brutality of 
a groom goading the fides of an untractable filly? ‘The fubfequent 
line, both in its figurative and literal acceptation, tallies better with 
the idea it is intended toconvey. 

The predominant defe&t in thefe fonnets is, that the terminating 
thought is rarely fufficiently pointed or ftriking: In a compofition fo 
{hort as a fonnet, the conclufion, it is obvious, ought to be peculiarly 
full and emphatical. [The author is juftly aware of the difadvan- 
tage the epifile from Abelard to Eloifa muft labour under, by a com- 

arifon with that to which itis defigned as an anfwer. How far Mr. 
Warwick is qualified to enter the lifts with Pope, will probably ap- 
pear by the fpecimen annexed. 
‘ O pledg’d to Heaven! for whom I with to prove 
The pureit ardours of fraternal love ! 
Had Azpexvarp the cruel chance foreknown, 
That mingles now thy forrows with his own, 
The foften’d tale, to other hands affign’d, 
Had veil’d the weaknefs of the writer’s mind, 
Nor dwelt on woes to foothe another’s care, 
That mock complaint, and juftify defpair. 
Yes :—though the fountain of my tears be dry, 
And harden’d grief forget the rifing figh, 
Ev’n yet thy charms the latent wound inflame, 
And paffion throbs at ELorsa’s name: 
Remembrance trims her faded lamp anew, 
And torpid nature quickens at the view. 
Still on the crofs thy ftedfaft looks I fee! 
Still hear thofe lips abjure the world and me! 
Unheeded time through endlefs orbs might roll, 
Nor raze the fad memorials from my foul, 
When fix’d at length my jealous eye furvey’d 
The parting victim by myfelf betray’d : 
|. “y How wifh’d I then thy firmnefs lefs fincere, 
And envied Heaven the penitential tear! 
How foon perceiv’d my weak refolves expire 
In vain regret, and impotent defire! 

Reverfe the ftyle, the f{pecious titles blot, 
Nor load with ill-match’d terms a wretch’s lot; 
Call not thy guide who led thee firft to fhame, 
Nor grace the fpoiler with a father’s name ; 

A brother but by mutual guilt allied, 
And lefs a lover than a parricide —— 
For never fure could fubtleft hatred prove 
A deadlier foe than my capricious love. 
If yet on waves of mortal paffion tott, 
The female heart lament the title loft, 
Still may the voice that lur’d that heart aftray, 
Now ftrive to fix it in a better way, 
Teach thy frail fex a more exalted aim, 
And change an earthly for an heavenly claim. 
Nor need of language, could her eyes furvey 


This alter’d form, of conftant grief the prey ; 
L 3 Perchance 
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Perchance to Exorsa’s felf unknown 
Might Arevarop his prefent fate bemoan. 
No longer his, each early boaft refign’d, 
The graceful perfon, or the gifted mind ; 
The wreaths of fancy cull’d in honour’d youth, 
And manly palms of fcientific truth. 
Thefe perfecution, caufelefs and unjuft, 
Hath doom’d long fince to wither in the duft; 
When plung’d in lonely wilds, his laft retreat, 
He fled the fair, the learned, and the great, 
Where harafs’d nature, with the world at ftrife, 
Might pafs the ling’ring dregs of loathfome life, 
And fhield beneath religion’s awful name 
Defpairing love, and unexampled thame. 

Nor hard the tafk, each fource of paffion dead, 
To fly the world that Exotsa fled.— 
With lighten’d heart I bent the votive knee, 
And fought from Heaven the peace J loft in thee. 
Some guardian fpirit from the fields of day, 
With purer balm thy forrows might allay ; 
Some future hope this alter’d bofom warm, 
And earthly grief aflume a milder form. 

And fure if any fcene below the fky 
Could wean the foul from every worldly tie, 
If want of all the vacant heart admires 
Could urge to nobler flights her low defires, 
The wretch, who turns the wheel of hope and fear, 
Might find his empty toil fufpended here, 
Nor farther afk of much-offended Heaven 
Than fome lone hours to weep, and be forgiven.’ 


Were the reader to diveft himfelf of all recolle&tion of Pope’s 
Eloifa, the poem before us might be efteemed no uninterefting per- 
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Art. 25. Elegy to the Memory of Door Samuel Tohnfon. 
By Thomas Hobhoufe, Efg. 4to. 6d. Stockdale, 

Dr. Johnfon has frequently been confidered as the father of the 
prefent race of Englifh poets ; and it is a mark of becoming piety in 
his fons to exprefs, as feveral of them have done, their grief for the 
lofs of a parent fo juftly revered. If, in their poetic exertions, they 
follow their Sire non paffibus equis, where is the wonder? Could it 
be expected that the little Tiilus fhould keep up with the giant-ftrides 
of “Eneas >—Mr H. however, is not a weakly ftripling. He moves 
with fome grace, and perhaps as much vigor as we ought to look for, 
on the prefent occafion, towhich tendernefs is more fuitable than force. 
Art. 26. The Poetical WYorks of Samuel Johnfon, LL. D. 

Now firft collected into one Volume. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

Sewed. Kearfley. 1785. 

Althongh the guantity of Dr. Johnfon’s poetry, as his prefent anony- 
mous editor obferves, bears no proportion to his mes writings, its 


quality has always recommended it to the efleem of the beft judges. 
the principal productions of his mufe are, London, a Satire, —The 
Vanity 
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Vanity of Human Wifbes,—and Irene, a Tragedy, Neither thefe, 
nor the {maller pieces which ferve to fill up the neat little volume be- 
fore us, are new to the public; but many readers will, no doubt, be 
glad to poflefs themfelves collectively, of what they have been de- 
lighted with in divided and feparate parts. 

Art. 27. Trifles in Verfee By a Young Soldier, Kelfo, 

inted, in fmall 8vo. 2vols. 5s. Macklew, London. 1784. 
’ | a fhort, though well-written preface to thefe volumes, it ap- 
pears, that the name of their author is Marjoribanks, and that he is 
at prefent abroad on duty. He feems, from the variety and multi- 
plicity of fubjects on which his powers have been exerted, to have 
been one of thofe perpetual rhymefters, who have verfes ready at their 
fingers ends for every occurrence that prefents itfelf. It can fearcely 
be expeéted that poems of a page, and they are not all even of that 
limited extent, fhould be objedts of criticifm. Suffice it to tay, that 
though they abound neither in poetry nor wit, they bear unequivocal 
marks of what in a young foldier, are infinitely more eftimable, good 

fenfe, and a good heart. Cc ° , 

Art. 28. Vanity of Fame: A Poem, illuftrated by fome Charace 
ters of the prefent Age. Written in Imitation of Pope’s Di- 
dattic Eflays. Addrefled to Sir Carnaby Haggerfton, Bart. gto. 
zs. 6d. Murray. 1784. D 
Never was any thing more diffimilar from what it pretended to 

imitate than is this poem from the didactic Effays of Pope. Diffufe, 

feeble, inelegant, and trite ; it neither informs the mind, nor interefts 
the imagination. To give novelty or grace to a topic fo flale as the 

Vanity of Fame, acquires more than a mediocrity of talents, 

Art. 29. Poems, by David Robertfon. 8vo, 2s. 6d. Creech, 

Edinburgh. 1784. 

Thefe poems, which confilt chiefly of lyrical pieces, fuch as odes 
defcriptive and allegorical, &c. are apparently the effufions of a 
youthful imagination. Exhibiting no marks either of originality or 
genius; to lavifh criticifm upon them would be a watte of time that 
ought to be appropriated to more valuable purpofes, oP 
Art. 30. The Encomium, a Poem. Addrefled to his Royal 

Highnefs George Prince of Wales. 4to. 1s.6d. Bew. 1784. 

[t is impoflible for us to beftow any excomium on thefe encomiattic 
verfes. 

DRAMATIC. 

Art. 31. Songs, Chorujes, and Recitative, in the Pantomime of 
oe Cavern; or, Virtue’s Triumph. evo. 6d, Almon. 
1785. 

Poetry, if not worthy to attend virtue’s triumph, is not unworthy 
the triumphs of Harlequin! . 
Art. 32. The Fair American:. a Comic Opera, in Three 

A&s; as it is performed, with univerfal Applaufe, at the Theatre 

Royal, Drury Lane. Written by F. Pilon. Dedicated to the 

Right Honourable Lord Camden, Lord Prefident of his Majefty’s 

moft Honourable Privy Council. §$vo. 1s. 6d. Almon. 1785. 
_ This piece has many of the eitablithed qualities of an opera An 
wmprobable fable, forced incidents, outré charaéters, and flimfy 
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dialogue, The main plot turns on an eguivogue, produced by a 
mot unlikely circumftance, almoft impoflible to be fuftained, except 
by fuch a chain of incoherent abfurdities, as are here linked to- 
gether. Of the perfonages of the drama, Admiral Dreadnought is 
the moft entertaining; and he is no more than a faint copy of 
Trunnion in Smollet’s Peregrine Pickle. ‘The modern ftage is parti- 
cularly indulgent to a race of writers profcribed by Horace, Poctis 
Mediocribus ! ; 

Art. 33. The Spanifh Rivals. A Mutfical Farce, in Two Acts, 
as performed at the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane. $8vo. 15, 
Almon. 1784. 

This piece is infcribed to Lord Surrey, the acknowledged patron 
of Cumbrian genius, as the frft offering of a CumBRiaw Muse ; and 
the Author, in an Advertifement annexed to the Prologue, hopes that 
the fame favour WHICH ATTENDED IT UPON THE STAGE, will 
accompany it in the clofet. Remote as we are from the /ffage, and 
habituated to examine the works of authors difpaflionately in the 
clgfet, s oye: however, heard that the fzal fentence of the theatre 
Ae ef Wh the determination of our frefides. ‘The Author’s ap- 

eal to the Reader, therefore, reminds us of a dialogue in one of 

Pooee’s Interludes between a manager and a candidate for the ftage, 

as,anyactor.—M. Did you ever play? Actor. Yes. M. What part ? 

Ade. Hamlet. M. With what Jfucce/s? Actor. Very indifferent. 

The Ghoft got drunk in the firft act, and we were both beat off the 


frage. C 
MiIscELLANEOUsS. : 

Art. 34. An authentic Letter from a difconfolate Member of Par- 
liament to his unfortunate Son, lately convided of robbing the General 
Poft-Ofice. 4to. 15.6d. Dodfley. 1783. 

An obicure piece of wit, relative to the late franking of poft- 
Jetters; but the Author has fo completely mafked his meaning, that 
we may apply to it, what old Norris of — finely fays of death: 

Thou art al! wrapt up in clouds, as if to thee 

.Our very knowledge had antipathy. 

AR 35. Birth day Converfation anticipated; or, a Peep into the 
Drawing-room, on the 18th of January*. 4to. 15s.6d. Smith. 
1785. 

*Squire Catchpenny at court; or, low life above ftairs. 

Art. 36. The New Foundling Hopital for Wit. Being a Cole 
Jeftion of fugitive Pieces in Profe and Verfe, not in any other 
Colle&tion ; with feveral Pieces never before publifhed. A new 
Edition, corrected, and confiderably enlarged. izmo. 6 vols. 
18s. fewed. Debrett. 1784. 

e Editor informs the Public, in his preface, that this edition has 
béenSconfiderably improved and enlarged, with many pieces, now 
firft publifhed, from the manufcripts of their Authors. ‘The collec- 
tion has been many years in accumulation; and its appearance 
was in detached and fucceffive parts. The firft part was only a 
fhilling pamphlet, and was mentioned in the xxxviiith vol. of our 





* The celebration of the Queen’s birth-day. 
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Review, p. 404. The fecond part, price 2s 6d. was noticed in the 
catalogue, vol. xxxix. p. 485. For part third, at the fame price, 
fee Review, vol. xli. p. 156. The fourth part, at zs. 6d. will be 
found in our xlivth vol. p. 344. And, forthe fifth and laft part, 
fee Review, vol. xlvii. p. 325, price alfo 2s. 6d. 

In the enlarged Edition now before us, the Compiler has con- 
tinued his felection from the fugitive pieces of the times, to the year 
1784; and among the ingenious contributors, whofe names are 
given to a we meet with thofe of the Lords Carlifle, Charle- 
nin Bail? Nugent, Mulgrave, Middlefex, Chefterfield; the Ladies 
Craven, Wortley-Montagu, Mils Carter; Sir Charles Hanbury Wil- 
liams; and Sir William Jones; the Doctors S. Johnfon, Hawkef- 
worth, Armflrong, and Akenfide; and Meflrs. Hor. Walpole, C. 
J: Fox, Pope, Sheridan, Anfty, Cumberland, Wilkes, Garrick, 
Goldfmith, Hall, Bonnel Thornton, Churchill, Gray, Hayley, 
Langhorne, Whitefoord, York,—and the humorous pieces by Mal- 
colm Macgregor, with many others, the enumeration of whom would 
fill too much of our narrow fpace. The anonymous pieces are ftill 
more numerous.—On the whole, though fome indifferent perform- 
anges have been admitted into this aflemblage, the general mafs of 
valgW materials is very large; and the lovers of poetry and wit 
are certainly much obliged to the Editor for making the colleétion. 
Art. 37. The Words of the Mufic felected from that at the Com- 

memoration of Hanve , in Wetftminiter-Abbey, and the Pantheon, 

and now performing at the Theatre-Royal in Drury Lane. 8vo.: 

6d. Lowndes. 1785. 

No words could be more happily adapted, in celebrating the me- 
mory of Hanpet, than the following, from that admirable Funeral 
Anthem :—** When the ear heard him, then it blefled him, fee”? 
Art. 38. Critici/ms on the Rolliad, a Poem: Being a more faith- 

ful Portraiture of the prefent immaculate young Minifter and his 

Friends, than any extant. The feveral Beauties of that inimitable 

Poem are likewife carefully felecicd. 8vo. 1s. Ridgway. 

1784. 

No ach, poem eagpthe Rolliad was ever publifhed in reality ; but 
fome implacable enemy to the minifter and his connections, and 
particularly Mr. Rolle *, gave an account. of a pretended poem, of 
which the great leaders of the prefent adminiftration are the chief 
heft ‘This account was originally publifhed in feveral detached 
numbers, in {ome of the morning papers, and other periodical prints ; 
accompanied with ftrictures on the general plan of the [fuppofed] 
poem, and particular paflages /aid to be felected from it by way of 
{pe@™nen of its merit and «xecution. ‘The firit feven Numbers are now 
collected + into a pamphiet; and the Editor, who withes to have it 








* The worthy member for the county of Devon, whofe loud and 
repeated calls for juftice on two notorious public defaulters, will 
never be forgiven by certain patriots. 

+ Numbers viii. and ix. have fince appeared in the papers, and the 
Author hath difclaimed the republication of the former Numbers iz @ 
pamphlet, 


confidered 





o. 


po: 
siete 











} 
E 
{ 
; 








154 MonTHiy CaTALocue, Mathematics, &e. 


confidered as the produétion of ‘ the fir/? wits of the age,’ feems to 
think himfelf entitled to the thanks of the Public for the trouble he 
hath taken in arranging thefe papers, and refcuing them from the 
danger of being loft in their original ftation. 

There is wit in this performance ; but it frequently lofes itfelf in 
obfcurity, and fometimes difgufts by its groflnefs and vulgarity. It 
is evidently the production of a writer who hath been ftung by dif- 
appointment, and hath recourfe to fatire to give relief to his revenge. 

MATHEMATICS, B..-k- 
Art. 29. Additional Remarks on Converging Series, oceafioned by 
the Appendix to Mr. Landen’s Obfervations on the fame Subject. 

4to. is. 6d. Murray. 1783. 

Art. 40. 4 Supplement to Obfervations on Converging Series. 4to. 
1s. 6d. Nourfe. 1784. 

The two preceding pamphlets are a continuation of the difpute, 
of which an ample account is given in our Review, vol. Ixiv, p. 328, 
and Ixviii. p. 289. This, perhaps, is all that is neceffary for us 
to fay concerning them. It has often been obferved of difputes, 
that when once the principal arguments on each fide have appeared, 
any thing faid afterwards is fcarcely worth reading. Le 
Art. 41. A complete Svftem of practical Arithmetic; with various 

Branches of the Mathematics: adapted for the Ufe of the Gentle- 

man and Scholar, as well as for the Man of Bufinefs. The whole 

interfperfed with a great Variety of ufeful Queftions worked at 
full Length. Adorned with proper Plates, Cuts, and Tables ; in 
order to excite the Curiofity, and form the Minds of Youth. To 
which is added, by way of Appendix, Book-keeping, by fingle 
and double Entry, with different Forms of Acquittances, Bills of 

Exchange, &c. by William Taylor, Teacher of the Mathematics, 

znd Land Surveyor. Birmingham, printed for the Author ; fold 

by Baldwin, London. 8vo. 6s, boards. 

Mr. T. profefies to write chiefly for the ufe of thofe, who are 
defirous of attaining the knowledge of arithmetic without the help of 
a mafter ; and to fuch his labours may be very ufeful, We obferve, that 
he has given a true rule for /o/s and gain, and corrected the errors com- 
mitted by feveral other authors in that part of arithmetic: but in 
geometry and menfuration, the rules are given without demonttra- 
tion or inveftigation. wi 

EDUCATION. te 
Art. 42. The Child’s Firf? Book; defigned as an Introduion to 
Mrs. Barbauld’s Leffons for Children. 3d. Davenhill. 
A uteful ABC book, cheap, and neatly printed. E 
HORTICULTURE. ‘ 


Art. 43. 4 Treatife on Forcing Fruit Trees, by Thomas Kyle, 
Gardener to the Honourable Baron Steuart of Moredun. 8vo. 35. 
Edinburgh, for the Author. Sold by Minier and Mafon, Seedf- 
men in London. 

Mr. Kyle, who feems very intelligent in his profeffion, gives, in 
this publication, very accurate and plain rules for the conitruéction 
of forcing-houfes and hot-walls, and an ingenious method of forcine 
fruit-trees, preferving them from infects, &c. Hints refpecting 
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the more elegant productions of Flora, fuch as rofes, carnations, 
&c. are occafionally thrown out. ore 

Though Mr. Kyle, in all his directions, muft keep a fhivering 
look to the cold of Scotland, yet, by his marking the heat neceflary 
os teed the feveral purpofes of ripening the wood, producing the flow- 
'* ers, and ripening the fruit, &c. upon Farenheit’s thermometer, 
and by his defcribing the extent of the powers of furnaces, flues, 
é&c. &c. in producing heat, he makes his work capable of being ge- 
nerally ufeful. 

No one whofe appetite leads him to premature indulgences of this 
kind, will fcruple to give Three Shillings for a Treatife, fo rational, 
and fo perfpicuous in its directions. “ 

ei HusBANDRYY. G...h. 
Art. 44. The prefent State of Hufbandry in Scotland. Extracted 
from Reports made to the Commiffioners of the annexed Eftates, 

and publithed by their Authority. Vols. 3, 4,5, 6.* 8vo. 11. 

1s. Boards. Cadell. 1784. 

The wretched ftate of agriculture upon the annexed eftates [eftates 
annexed to the crown by acts of attainderin the years 1715 and 1745.] 
rendered it neceflary that enquiries fhould be made, in order that pro- 
per plans might be adopted for its improvement. The perfon employed 
in this enquiry was Mr Wight of Ormifton ; who executed his com- 
miffion fo much to the fatisfaction of his employers, that they were 
. defirous he fhould extend his furvey to other parts of the kingdom. 
To the landed proprietors in Scotland this cannot fail of being an in- 
terefting publication: indeed it contains much ufeful intelligence, 
and many hints, of which the moft enlightened farmers in the more 
enlightened parts of the ifland may avail themfelves. 

In the appendix to the Jaft volume is a long and important corre- 
fpondence between the author and Mr. ArthurYoung, on the fubjeét of 
fallowing. Mr. Young, itis well known, is an advocate for hay 
crops as fubftitutes for fallows. Mr. Wight maintains a contrary 
opinion. The arguments on both fides are ingenious. Perhaps, if 
the relative ftate of agriculture in England and Scotland be confider- 
ed, a decifion might be made, not unlike that of Melville’s, when 
called upon by Queen Elizabeth to determine the palm of beauty be- 
tween her and her rival Mary, that in each country the praétice de- 


fended is to be preferred. 
ended 1 e preferre Law. Cb, 


Art. 45. Tyrocinium in Hofpitiis Curie; or, Exercifes in the 
Inns of Courts, preparatory to the Study of the Law. Commenc- 
ing with the Origin of Human Societies, and the firft Principles 
of Law and Government; defcribing the different Forms of the 
latter, particularly that of the Romans, and the Ufe of the Civil 
Law in England. Compiled from the beft Writers, tranflated 
where needful, and digefted by B. D. Free, M. A. and a Mem- 
ber of Lincoln’s Inn. zmo. 3s. 6d. Brown, &c. 1784. 

_ As this Writer has chofen the prudent plan of publifhing by fub- 

icription, we ought not, perhaps, to interpofe our judgment between 








* For a very full account of the 1ft and 2d vols, fee Rev. vol. 
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his work and the favourable opinion of his fubfcribers. Mr. Free, 
we doubt not, has other merits to recommend him than thofe of an 
Author ; in which capacity, there are few itudents of our inns of 
court, whofe common-place-books, it it to be hoped, would not 


furnith lucubrations equally valuable arc intereiting. 4 


*.* A former volume was publifhedin 1783. Sce Rev. vol. Ixviii. 
P. 458. | 
Art. 46. An Account of the prefent daring Praéiices of Night 

Hunters and Poachers, &c. By H. Zouch, Clerk, a Juflice of 

Peace. 8vo. 1s. Stockdale. 1783. 

Art. 47. Fads fully eflablifhed, and {ubmitted to the Confidera- 
taons of h Houfes of Parliament, the Lords of Manors, &c. on 
» aheraee and Oppreffion of the Game Laws, &c. &C. 8vo. 

1s. 6d, Dilly. 1784. 

Thefe two traéts were written under the influence of very different 
Opinions and impreflions, concerning the prefent fyftem of Game 
Laws, though, we doubt not, with the fame upright intention of bene- 
fiting the public. Mr. Zouch recommends that more fevere laws 
be ena¢ted againft poachers, and particularly againft that more daring 
clafs of offenders whom he defcribes to be night-hunters; while, on 
the other hand, the anonymous writer confiders the whole fyftem of 
the laws already enacted, as founded in tyranny and ufurpation ; 
and manfully afferts, that ‘* the long lift of acts, claufes, amend- 
ments, qualifications, informations, perfecutions, profecutions, and 
penalties, prove defective, merely becaufe no fet of men can be 
found bold enough, or bafe enough, to give them their fupport ; and 
-that even, if informers could be procured, the country magiftrates are 
too refpectable, and too much reipected, to run the hazard of general 
opprobium by enforcing them.’ 

It muft be confeffed, that the practices ftated by Mr. Zouch to be 
fo prevalent in many parts of the kingdom, ‘ for perfons to aflemble 
in the night, in companies, armed with fire-arms, clubs, and other 
offenfive weapons, for the purpofe of taking game, fifth, &c. are 
a difgrace to the laws, or to the executive government. We recol- 
lect, that a bill was brought into parliament about two feffions ago, 
to remedy thefe abufes; but it was thought, and very juftly, that 
the provifions of the bill (making every man who was found with 
ert. ay offenfive weapons, liable, in certain circumiftances, to 
be’c8rfiGl HEfore a magiftrate) were inimical to the principles of 
liberty, and to the right of protection and felf-defence, inherent in 
every Britith fubject. In truth, when any new extenfion of the 
penal laws is contended for, refpecting the game, the queftion fhould 
be afked, Whether the end will juflify the means? and whether the 
prefervation of a monopoly in the rich and powerful (forin fuch un- 
doubtedly is the right to kill game) can vindicate the fuperadding one 
penalty to another, till thefe laws become as difficult of comprehen- 
fion, as they are of execution, 

The plan propofed by the Author of Fads, &c. to make the 
right of killing game as beneficial as poflible to the Public, feems to 
be borrowed from the mode of taxation introduced Jatt feflion of par- 
liament, viz. by making all perfons who enjoy this diftin¢tion pay 
for it to the ftate. He is of opinion, that 200,0co0/, a year may, 
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with great eafe, be drawn from this fource, without producing one 
murmur from the poor, the manufacturer, or the merchant. ‘Thefe 
are tempting recommendations; and therefore, we fhall indulge 
ourfelves in extracting the eftimate he has given: 
The lords of manor, at two guineas each per annum, 

taken at two parifhes to a manor ° -£- 10,500 
Qualifications of freeholders poffefling fifty pounds per 

annum in land, taken at only three to a parifh, one 

eulnea each per annum. ms - 31,500 
Renters of a hundred pounds per annum in land, at half . 

a guinea per annum each, taken at only two to a 


arifh - - > . 10,500 
Licences to kill game, at three guineas each per annum, 
taken at only two to a parifh - . 63,000 
Deputations at half a guinea each per annum, taken at 
only four thoufand - - 2,100 
Hounds, at five guineaseach pack, taken at one pack 
to ten parifhes:—a thoufand packs _ - 5,250 
Pointers and greyhounds, at half a guinea each per 
annum, taken at only five of each to a parifh 52,500 


All dogs, of every other kind or denomination, at 
fivelfiglings each per annum, taken at only ten toa 
parifh - - : - 25,000 





£. 200,350 
In juftice to the calculator, we muft obferve, that thefe taxes are 
computed much below what they would probably produce. The 
benefits to be derived from the fcheme, in another point of view, are 
ftated with plaufidility and force. 
© Thefegaxes will not only prove produCtive and effective, in re- 
[pect to tht fum given in eftimation, but cement a moft cordial and 
permanent attachment between all parties who become jointly in- 
terefted in the purfuit and prefervation of the game, a general di- 
vifion will take place again{t the common enemy, and no one fportf- 
man, under thefe conditional privileges, will hefitate a moment to 
give information againft a poacher, for defroying, buying, felling, or 
having in poffefion. The game will, under {uch an aét of liberality, 
become an object worthy public prefervation, and every man will 
cheerfully lend his affiftance to the fupport and increafe of what he is 
*pernritt€l the ufe of, upon an equitabie principle, and in a degree 
adequate to his poffeffions or fituation in life.’ T 
MEDICAL, ° 
Art. 48. An Experimental Hiftory of the Materia Medica, or of 
the natural and artificial Subftances made Ufe of in Medicine: 
containing a compendious View of their Natural Hiftory, an Ac- 
count of their Pharmaceutic Properties, and an Eitimate of their 
Medicinal Powers, fo far as they can be afcertained by Expe- 
rience, or by rational Induétion from their fenfible Qualities. By 
William Lewis, M. B. F.R.S. The Third Edition, with nume- 
tous Additions and Correétions, by John Aikin. 4to. 1. 1s. 
boards. Johnfon. 
Dr. Lewis’s Materia Medica was, perhaps, as perfect a work of 
the kind, as the tare of our knowledge at the time would admit ; 
-’ but 
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but the progrefs of fcience neceflarily prepares the means of improv- 
ing compilations of this fort; and Dr. Aikin has availed himfelf of 
all the modern difcoveries, to render this third edition more valuable 
than thofe which preceded it. ‘ To every vegetable article he has 
fubjoined the Linnzan name.’ 

He has ‘ corrected all the references to the Edinburgh Pharmaco- 
ceia, both in the catalogue of fimples and the officinal preparations, 
y the laft edition of that work.’ He has added feveral entirely new 

articles ; among which are all the new medicines received into the 
Edinburgh catalogue, and fuch others as have been recommended 
upon apparently fufficient grounds in various publications, foreign 
and domettic. ‘ From the fame fources, and alfo from fome mar- 
ginal notes in Dr. Lewis’s own copy of his work, he has derived 
many additional faéts and obfervations relative to former articles.’ 

‘| here are upwards of twenty new articles added to Dr. Lewis’s 
lift of medicines: and the properties of thofe which were in the 
former edition are much elucidated by the experiments and obferva- 
tions of Dr. Aikin. As an example of this remark, we mutt refer 
our Readers to the Editor’s account of the varieties of the Peruvian 
Bark, and of the different degrees of their medicinal powers, as 
at prefent we have no room for quotations. M ; 





S ER M ON S. 

I. The /piritual Harveff. Preached at the Parifh Church of Boden- 
ham, By Wilfon Bewicke, D.D. Vicar. 8vo. 4d. Evans. 
1754- 

— xiv. 14, 15, 16. Thruft in thy fickle and reap, &c. The 
heart of man is the ground ; the word of God is the feed; minifters 
are the fowers ; angels the reapers, and the day of judgment is the 

reat harveft home. Beck. 

I. Preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge, on Commence- 
ment Sunday, July 4, 1784. By Edward Oliver, D. D. Reétor 
of Swanfcombe, Kent, late Fellow of Sidney Suffex College. 4to. 

1s. Faulder. 1784. 

Mark xii. 24. Do ye not therefore err, &c. A candid and judi- 
cious difcourfe ; in which the rife and progrefs of error is accounted 
for on rational principles, and the whole improved by reflections, 
calculated to infpire us with a grateful fenfe of our obligations to 
God, and univerfal charity to mankind. B.-.k. 
II!. 4 hank/giving Sermon. By the Rev. William Hunter, M. A. 

Re@or of St. Ann’s, Lincoln, July 29, 1784. 4to. Is 

Johnfon. 

Pf. cxlv. 8. The Lord is gracious and merciful, &c. A vindi- 
cation of the Divine goodnefs, on the principles of nature, enforced 
and eftablifhed by the clearer and more certain evidence of Revela- 
tion. ‘This difcourfe is animated and fenfible; but unconnected 
and declamatory. The Author hath a vigorous imagination; but 
it is too excurfive, and too glaring. 

The compliment to Mr. Pitt, at the conclufion of the fermon, 
will be turned into ridicule by his enemies ; and even his friends will 
think it very unbecoming the decorum of the pulpit, where perfonal 
flattery is equally difguiting with perfonal abufe. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


*.* In anfwer to a letter from Mr. Mofs, Author of the Medical 
Survey of Liverpool *, we acknowledge that the words ‘‘ emanative 
and /pecificate” are in Johnfon’s Dictionary ; but the Doctor does 
not quote any authority for the ufe of the former, and only that of 
Hail for the latter. We are not afhamed to confefs an inattention 
to words, which even Dr. Johnfon cannot pretend have ever had the 
fanction of any claffical author of tafte. ‘They are, in truth, hard 
and barbarous terms, particularly ill-fuited to a familiar Medical 
Survey, and they are introduced upon occafions’ when other terms 
would have better expreffled the Author’s meaning. ‘* So clofely 
attached, fays Mr. Mofs, are the divine and moral duties, that they 
become aflimilated, and are congenial in a well-informed mind, the 
latter being primarily emanative of the former.”’ We will not enter 
into any criticifm on the general import of this paflage: but, at the 
conclufion, if Mr. Mofs had faid, ‘* the latter primarily iffuing 
from the former’’ (Johnfon’s interpretation of emanative), or ‘* the 
latter being primarily derived from the former,” inftead of ‘* being 
primarly emanative,” every one would have underftood Mr. Mots 
ealily/and readily, It is perhaps the duty of a diftionary compiler 
to receive not only words which have been, but fuch alfo as may be, 
ufed by authors. Such conduét tends to enrich a language, and is 
therefore laudable. But this circumftance will not juftity a young 
writer, like Mr. Mofs, in the introduétion of au/ual terms upon 
common occafions, when familiar expreflions will convey his meaning 
as well, if not better. Mr. Mofs complains of our having recom- 
mended it to him to entitle his book ‘* The Poetry of Phyfic,” al- 
leging that it does not contain twenty verfes of quotations. He 
muit excufe us from re-perufing his book, in order to count the lines 
of verfe: but, we perceive, that the firlt introductory chapter, con- 
fifting of feven duodecimo pages, has two quotations from Homer’s 
Odyffey, and one from Shakeipeare. There appears always to be 
poetry in Mr. Mofs’s profe. On the moft ordiaary occafions, and 
on the plainelt ground, he feems to walk upon ftilts. As an ex- 
ample that his ityle is any thing but plain and familiar, take, 
Reader, the following quotation: ‘* A deep, ftruggling figh reaches 
not, or feems to die un-uttered on the pale quivering lip of the hap- 
lefs widowed fufferer, who, over-whelmed by the irrefiftable preflure 
of her miferies, filently finks amid a fympathizing multitude ; 
whofe joys are for a while fufpended and give way to more tender 
and exquilite effufions of the human heart—fenfibility pays its tri- 
bute and confefles the divinity in man.” 

We have thus entered into a long juftification of a fhort criticifm 
on the familiar Medical Survey, a practice which we do not mean to 
repeat, nor fhould we have adopted it upon this occafion, but for 
the modeft and well-written letter from. Mr. Mofs. Had this book 
been compofed in the fame unaffected ftyle and manner, it might 
not only have efcaped our cenfure, but would have obtained ‘our ap- 
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* See Rev. for November. 
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169 CoRRESPONDENCE. 


t§t Mr. H. Hill, of Briftol, defires us to give the rule for re- 
ducing the apparent diftance of the moon from the fun, or a fixed ftar, 
to the true, which we fay is fhorter, more correct, and much better 
adapted to Gunter’s fcale than that given by Mr. Nicholfon in hig 
Navigation ; together with an example, worked both by logarithms 
and the {cale. ‘To comply with Mr. H.’s requeft would, in our opi- 
nion, be deviating too far trom our general plan ; but to oblige him, 
as far as we can, we would acquaint him, that the rale we alluded 
to is that given by the late very ingenious Mr. Witchell, F. R. 8, 
and Matter of the Royal Academy at Portfmouth, in the Nautical 
Almanack for 1772, from which place it was copied among many 
others into the fecond edition of the Requifite Tables; and, with 
fome flight alterations into the laft edition of Robertfon’s Naviga- 
tion: which book, we fuppofed, muft have been under the Author’s 
eye, as he has more than once referred to it. The application of 
this rule to the fcale cannot be miftaken by thofe who underftand 
Mr. Nicholfon’s,—as referred to by this correfpondent. 

¢> For the Account of Mr. Nicholfon’s Navigator's Afjfant, fee 
our Review for lait month. 

Wa. 





W. Y.’s Letter has been referred to a learned affociate who re- 
fides at fome diftance from London; and whofe anfwer has not 
yet been received by the Editor. When it arrives, it will be farther 
communicated, through this conveyance. 


*1* « A New Correfpondent’ will find the miftake relative to the 
French word G/i, re&tined in the firft article of CoRRESPONDENCE, 
at the end of the laft month’s Review. ——We are further obliged to 
this gentleman for his information refpecting a tract publifhed a few 
months ftnce, in [reland, Ox the Exi/tence and abfolute Perfecions of the 
Deity. If we can procure a copy of it in England, due attention will 
certainly be paid to it in our Journal. 


Si} Amrcus feems to think the noted Scotticifm, ¢ fo foon as,’ 
more proper than the Englith ‘ as foon as’: See the paflage referred 
to by our correfpondent, in the Review for O&ober lait, p. 266. We 
do not think the point worth contefling ; but we fhall not eafily be 
brought to fay, (for inftance) ‘* We will anfwer Amicus fo foon as 
we can,” inftcad of ** as foon,”’ &c. Had we unneceffarily delayed 
our acknowledgment of his letter, our apology would be due for not 
having doneit /o foon as weought. Surely the difference is fufficient- 
ly obvious. 

+*} The Reviewer of the Oxford edition of Cicero défires us to 
apologize for, and correét, a miftake, made in the lait fentence of 
p- 58 in the Review for January, which arofe from an interlineation 
in his manufcript. Fabricii Hifforia per Confules defcripta, the Index 
Fabricianus, and the philofophical work of Facotius, are in the gth 
volume of the Oxford edition. ‘The 1oth volume contains only Er- 
nefii’s Index. 


i> Paap mentioned by D. O. is not overlooked; but we 
have famé ifea that it is not entirely a ew publication. 




















